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28.0 OBJECTIVES
After reading thisunit, you should be ableto:

° definefunctiondism;

. state Durkheim'’ sview on socia function and describe hisanalysisof social
life

. describesocid function asgiven by Mainowski fromacultura perspective;
. describethebiological perspectiveof socia function;
. describesocia functionfromthecritical perspective; and

. explaintheusesand limitationsof functiona anadysis.

281 INTRODUCTION

Inthisunit wewill discussthe concept of socia function. Youwill learn about the
meaning of socia function and the magjor ideas devel oped around thisconcept. We
first describe the concept of function and collective conscience, asformulated by
EmileDurkheim. Thisisfollowed by adiscussion of theculturd perspective, andits
relation to social function asdescribed by Malinowski. Hisideasregarding the
relationship of magic with the concept of social function, havebeen outlinedinthis
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unit. Then, the unit explainsthe organic analogy between society and biol ogical
organism. In this biological perspective, we have given Radcliffe-Brown’s
contribution, especidly hisandysisof structureand function. Wewill discuss Ta cott
Parson’s system perspective which considersthe* social system”, asthe unit of
study and Robert K. Merton’scritical analysisof the pre-existing functiond thesis.
Findly, wewill explaintoyoutheusesandlimitationsof functiona anayssinthis unit.

28.2 DEFINITION OF FUNCTION

Theterm*function’ isoften used, (in popular usageaswd| asin academic discusson)
in morethan one sense. Hence, it isnecessary to clarify and explainitsvarious
connotations. Astheeminent American sociologist, Robert K. Merton hasexplained,
theterm ‘function’ isused infive mgjor senses. First, itisused torefer to some
public gathering or festiveoccason (eg., “ Republic Day function”, “ theannua function
of aCollege’ etc.). Second, itisused dternatively for occupation. Third, itisused
torefer totheactivitiesof theincumbent of an office, asfor example, onemay speak
of the function of abureaucrat. Fourth, it isused in amathematical sense. For
example, when X issaid to beafunction of Y, it isunderstood that changeinY
would lead to achangein X Fifth, asusedin sociology and social anthropology,
functionsare socia proceduresor processeswhich hel p the maintenance of socid
equilibrium.

SOCIAL EQUILIBRIUM

Thisview of human society isknown asfunctiondism. Sometimesitisreferredto,
inabroader sense, asstructura-functionalism. Broadly defined, functionalismisa
theoretical and methodol ogical perspectivein sociology and socia anthropol ogy,
which viewssociety asasystem of inter-rel ated and inter-dependent parts. These
inter-related partsof the social system contributeto the stability and maintenance of
society. Functionalism seeksto understand and explainacustom or aculturd festure
intermsof itsfunctions or consequences, for thevarious partsof society aswell as
for thesocial systemasawhole.



28.3 FUNCTION AND COLLECTIVE
CONSCIENCE

TheFrench sociologist Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) systematically formulated the
concept of socia function. Heheld that society hasaredlity of itsown, beyond the
individualswho condtituteit. Itisnot merely thesumtotd of dl theindividuasof the
society. Itisanentity externd totheindividua sand exercisescongraint over them.
He sought to analyse and explain lifeintermsof society itself, and not interms of
psychological or biological factors.

Durkheim’'sanaysisof socid lifeiscentred onwhat hecals*socid facts’. Hesays
that membersof society arecongtrained by “socid facts’, by waysof acting thinking
andfeding, external totheindividua. For example, moresand norms(social facts)
make aperson behavein acertain manner. Durkheim held that socia factsshould
be examined asthings, which wereindependent of the consciousnessof individuas
who comprise society.

Durkheim made adi stinction between two typesof inquiry, historical and functiond.
Thehigtorica typeof inquiry isconcerned withtheoriginsof socid institutionsand
cultura traits Theevolutionary anthropologists of the 19th century, such as James
Frazer and Edward Taylor employed thistypeof inquiry. Durkheim disagreed with
it and advocated thefunctional typeof inquiry. Accordingto him, socid lifemust be
examined and explained inrelation toitsfunction. He held that thereason for the
continued existence of asocid fact or acultura item must be sought initsfunction,
initsusefulnessfor society. He defined the function of social institutions as
the satisfaction of the needs of the social organism.

Durkheim held that society has certain basic needsor functiond prerequisites, which
must befulfilledif itisto maintainitsstability and continuity. Theneedfor social
order isthe most important need of society. Itisfulfilled through consensusor
“ collective conscience” , which comprises commonly held norms, beliefs and
sentiments.

Functiona anaysisliesat the heart of Durkheim’smajor works. Inthe Division of
Labour in Society (1897) heexamined thefunctionsof division of labour in society.
In the Elementary Forms of Religious Life (1917) he sought to examine the
integrativefunctionsof reigiousbdiefsand practices. Heandysed thefunctionsof
religionsintermsof social cohesivenessand solidarity. The sharing of religious
beliefsandrites, producesasense of unity amongthebelievers. Thissenseof unity
issymbolicaly expressedinrituals.

Activity 1

Think carefully about different aspectsof your Community/Society. Notedown
fivefeatureswhichyouthink helpyour Community/Society tomaintainit self i.e.
to continue from one generation to another. Discussthesefeatureswith other
studentsat your Study Centre and your Academic Counsdllor.

Function of Crime

Durkheim discussed crimeand deviant behaviour fromaradically unconventiona
perspective. Criminology viewscrimeasapathological phenomenon, and explains
itintermsof psychopathological factors. Durkheim rejected thisview, and held that
crimeisanormal and positiveaspect of socid life. Durkheim maintained that some
measureof deviancefromthecommonly held normsand vauesof society isinevitable.
Sinceno society can possibly enforcetotal conformity toitsnorms.
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Durkheim argued that crimeisnormal inthat it reinforcesthe moral valuesand
normsof society. A criminal act violatesthe commonly held normsor society, and
therefore arouses collective sentiments of anger and outrage. It strengthensand
reinforcesthe normative consensus. AsDurkheim put itinhischaracteristicway:
Crimebringstogether upright consciencesand concentratesthem.

Durkheim'’sfunctiondist view influenced anumber of sociologistsand anthropologists.
particularly the British socia anthropologist A.R. Radcliffe-Brown and, to alesser
extent, Bronislaw Malinowski, who made extensive use of the concept in their
theoretical andfield researches.

Check Your Progress1
Note: @) Usethespacegivenfor your answer.
b) Compareyour answer with the onegiven at theend of thisunit.

1) Definewhatismeant by function. Useabout fivelinesfor your answer.

2)  Whatisthefunction of crimeaccording to Durkheim? Useabout threelines
for your answer.

284 FUNCTION: CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Malinowski (1884-1942) maintained that culture hasaredlity of itsown. Hewas
agang theevol utionary and thediffusionigt interpretationsof culture, which dominated
British anthropol ogy during the 19th century. Theevolutionary anthropol ogists(such
asFrazer and Tylor) sought to reconstruct the past and tracethe origin and evolution
of socid ingtitutions. Thediffusionists, such asW.J. Perry and Elliot Smith, where
interested in recongtructing the history of mankind, by studying thespread of cultural
patternsand artefactsfrom oneregionto another.

Malinowski held that culturesform whol es, because essentially they areworking
and on-going units. Every custom or culturd trait, according to him, existstofulfil a
vital function. Hemaintained that themost important unitsof cultureareingtitutions.
A socid ingtitution, according to him, isaset of activities organised around some
need. Socid ingtitutionsareresponsesto fundamental biologica and psychologica
needsof individua's, such ashunger and security. Human needsor drives, according
toMalinowski, are physiological in nature but they arerestructured by acquired
habits. Thisconception of needs, both biological and psychological isat the coreof
hisfunctionalist theory.



Function of Magic

In hisbook Argonauts of the Western Pacific (1922) Malinowski has analysed
theroleof magica and religiousrites, inthe stability and maintenance of thesocia
structureof the Trobriand Idanders. Heobserved that magic arisesand functionsin
Stuationsof uncertainty and emotional anxiety. It fulfilsthevital need of relieving
anxiety ingtuationsof crigs. Thefunction of magic, accordingto Mainowski, isto
enhance primitive man’s hope and faith, in theface of uncertainty andfear. Itis
criticised asbeing an over-amplistic explanation of thefunction of magicin societies.

285 FUNCTION: BIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

Radcliffe-Brownwasdeeply influenced by the sociol ogical functionalism of Emile
Durkheim. Heheld that human societiesare natural systems, governed by the
inexorablelawsof nature. Thevarious partsof thesocia system, accordingto him,
areinter-related and inter-dependent. Theinter-relationsbetweenthe partshelpin
the mai ntenance of thewhole.

Radcliffe-Brown favoured the anal ogy between society and biologica organisms.
Heheld that culturesand social systems should be studied with the methods of the
natura sciences, especialy biology and zoology. Radcliffe-Brown, likeMalinowski,
advocated a synchronic perspective, in preference to a diachronic one. The
synchronic perspectiveisessentially concerned with the present, and holdsthat
societies can be analysed and explained without any necessary referenceto their
past. Thediachronic perspective, ontheother hand, holdsthat the present structure
of agiven society cannot be adequately understood, without taking into consideration
itspast and the changing aspect of socid redity. Radcliffe-Brown maintained that it
ispossibleand imperativeto discover the underlying regularitiesor laws of social
life,

Structureand Function

Raddliffe-Brown maintained that organic systemsare characterised by threefeatures:
Morphology (which dealswiththe structure), Physiology (whichisconcerned with
function), and Evolution (the devel opment of the system). Thesefeaturesarefound
inequal measurein human societies. Thereis, inthefirst place, thesocia structure,
which comprisesthe socia relations between individual s occupying socia roles.
Secondly, thefunction of asocia activity or cultural item, relatestoitscontribution
tothesocia systemasawhole. Radcliffe-Brown stated hisideasin hiswell-known
book, Structureand Function in Primitive Society (1952). Accordingtohim,
individua sare connected by socia relationswithinasocia structure. Hemaintained
that the basic need of all societieswas* co-adaptation’, or themutua adjustment of
theinterestsof membersof society. Durkhemdefined thefunction of socid indtitutions
asthe satisfaction of the needsof the socia organism. Radcliffe-Brown replaced
theword* needs with theterm, “necessary conditionsof existence’.

Check Your Progress?2
Note: @) Usethespacegivenfor your answer.
b) Compareyour answer withtheonegiven at theend of thisunit.
1)  Accordingtofunctionalists, socia ingtitutionsareresponsesto fundamental
biologica and psychologica needsof individuas.

Yes No
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2)  What doesRadcliffe-Brown mean by synchronic perspective? Usethree
linesfor your answer.

28.6 FUNCTION: SYSTEM PERSPECTIVE

All functiondistsassumed that the sati sfaction of basi ¢ needs, wasnecessary for the
survival and stability of socia systems. Talcott Parsons(1902-1979), the doyen of
American sociology, held that any socid system hasfour functiona -prerequisites: (i)
adaptation, (ii) goal attainment, (iii) integration, and (iv) pattern maintenance.

Adaptation refersto the relationship between the system and the environment.
Parsons maintainsthat social systems, must have some degree of control over the
environment. Accordingto him, thisbasicfunctionisfulfilled by theeconomy. Goa
attainment refersto the need for the social system, to set goalstowardswhichthe
activitiesof itsmembersmay bedirected. Thisfunctionisfulfilled by the pality.
Integration refersto the adjustment and management of conflict. 1t hasto dowith
thecoordination of thepartsof thesocid system. Thisfunction according to Parsons,
isfulfilled by thejudicia system. Pattern maintenancerefersto the maintenance of
thebasic pattern of va uesand norms. Thisfunctionisfulfilled by thefamily, religion
and theeducationa system.

Parsons’ view of thefunctional prerequisites of society hasbeen criticised onthe
groundthat it isdifficult totest whether these prerequisitesareempirically valid.

28.7 FUNCTION: CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE

Robert K. Merton (1910), the most influential among contemporary American
sociologists, has made significant contributionsto functional analysis. He has
perceptively differentiated between the popul ar, and the soci ol ogical connotations
of theterm function. He hasa so sought to explain and clarify thefunctiona units.

Merton examined three major prevalent ideasin functionalist theory, and proved
their redundancy in sociologica andyss. Thefirst istheideaof thefunctional unity
of society, which holdsthat social activitiesor culturd items, arefunctiona for the
wholesocia system. Thesecondistheideaof universal functionalism, accordingto
which all social and cultural itemsfulfil social functions. Thethirdistheideaof
indispensability, which holdsthat these socia itemsareindispensablefor society.

Merton criticised these prevailing postul ates of functiona analysis. Hepointed out
that thefirst ideapresumesthetota integration of all societies. However, we cannot
assumethat dl societiesarefully integrated. Small-scale, primitive societiesmay be
highly integrated, but not thelarge-scale, complex urban-industrial societies. The
second ideaof universal functionalism. Thishe considersto beamigudgement,
sncenot dl agpectsof society arefunctiona for thewholesociety. 1t canbefunctiond
dysfunctional or non-functional. Hecriticised thethirdideaon thegroundsthat all
cultura items, e.g., religion, are not indispensablefor thewhole society.

28.7.1 Functionsand Dysfunctions of Religion

Toexplain hisviews, Merton givesan exampleof religion. Anthropol ogists spesk
of theintegrativefunctionsof rdigion, onthebassof their observation of pre-literate



societies. Some sociologistshave generdised thisobservation, and have maintained
that rligionfulfilsintegrativefunctionsindl societies. They neglect thedisntegrative
functionsof rigionin certaintypesof societies. Societieswhichhaveseverd religions
are quite often faced with deep conflicts and antagonismsamong religious groups.
Anillustration fromthecontemporary I ndian scenewould bring out thedisntegrative
consequencesof religiouspluraism. Religiousdiversity itsalf doesnot account for
communal discord and antagonism in contemporary Indian society. But religious
rites and rituals are often used (or misused) by various religious groups and
communities, for fanning thefiresof communa hatred and animosity.

Merton maintainsthet agiveningtitution or socia item may havediverseconsequences,
functiona aswdll asdysfunctional. Hecallsfor aspecification of theunitsfor which
asocid itemmay befunctiona. Merton criticisestheview that certainfunctionsare
indispensablefor the survival of society, or that certain social or cultural formsare
essential for fulfilling each of thesefunctions. He observesthat alternative social
formsor items, may servethe functions necessary for the survival of agroup or
society. Inother words, asMerton (1957) succinctly putsit : Just asthe sameitem
may have multiplefunctions, so may the samefunction be diversely fulfilled by
dterndiveitems

28.7.2 Manifest and L atent Functions

Perhapsthemost Sgnificant contributiontofunctiond andysshascomefromMerton's
distinction between manifest and latent functionsof socid action. Manifest functions
refer to those consequences of socia behaviour which areintended, anticipated
and recognised by the participants. Latent functions, ontheother hand, arethose
conseguenceswhich are neither intended nor recognised. Merton maintainsthat it
isthelatent functionsof social behaviour, which deserve our closest attention, and
which can significantly add to our understanding of socidl life. Thestudy of latent
functions, according to him, darifiestheandyssof ssemingly irrationd cusomsand
rituals. Let usexaminetwo examplesof the social practiceswhich have latent
functionsfor thesociety.

i) Function of Rain making Ceremony

Ritualsand ceremonies quite often serve the latent function of reinforcing group
identity and collective solidarity. Merton givesthe examplesof therain making
ceremony, anong theHopi Indiansof Northern Arizona. TheHopi Indianshavean
elaboraterain making ceremony, whichissignificant in regard toits consegquences.
Themanifest function of thisceremony (itisbelievedthat it bringsabout rain) isnot
significant, smply becausethe ceremony does not bring about rain. However, the
latent function of the ceremony isimportant becauseit providesan occasontothe
Hopi Indiansto participatein acommon activity. Thisparticipation strengthensand
enhancestheir group solidarity and cohesiveness.

Activity 2

Do you haveknowledge of somesocia activity; for example, an elaborateritua
ceremony or festiva etc. which servesalatent function, aswell. Writeanote of
onepageon ‘‘ Latent and Manifest function of ritual/ceremony/festival in My
Society”. Discussyour notewith other studentsat your Study Centre.

ii)  Function of ConspicuousConsumption

The celebrated American economist and sociologist. Thornstein Veblen (1857-
1929). perceptively andysed the consumption pattern of therich class. Themanifest
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function of buying expensive goodsand commoditiesisthe satisfaction of theneeds
of consumers. Veblen, however, wasmainly concerned with thelatent function of
what he called conspicuous consumption. He observed that conspicuous
consumption leadsto aheightening of socia statusand prestige. Rich peoplebuy
expens ve goodsnot so much because of their superior quality, but becausethey are
expensve. Thepurchaseof expensvegoodsisasymbolic pointer tothehigh socia
statusof thebuyer. Veblen givesexamplesof candlelight dinner and possession of
expensiveautomobiles. Themanifest function of candlesisto providelight, and
that of an automobiletransportation. However, thelatent functionsof candldight at
dinner and possession of aMaruti or aGypsy are quite different and much more
significant : they enhance one’sstatus, and provide anindex to one' shigher social

position.

28.8 USES OF FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS

Functionalism, asatheoretical perspectivein sociology and socia anthropology,
has significantly contributed to our understanding of human society and social
Processes.

Themain contribution of functiondismliesinitsemphasisonthewholenessof society,
anditsinsstenceontheinter-relationship of itsparts. It regardssociety asanon-
going system, which must bestudied initsentirety.

The functional orientation has been largely responsible for the detailed and
comprehensivefield studies of modern anthropology. Theholistic approach, a
characteristic of functionalism, hasbeen particularly fruitful inthe study of small-
scale, primitivesocieties.

Another merit of functiondismisthat it clarifiesunderstanding of seemingly irrationa
beliefsand cultural patterns. Consider, for example, the custom of head hunting.
Thiswas prevalent among the Aucas of Brazil and Bolivia, the Ganawri of West
Africa, the Dyaksof Borneo, the Lampongsof Sumatra, and the Nagas of Assam.
When the enemieswerekilled inawarfare or battle, their headswere cut off and
taken assouvenirs. Thefunction of head hunting among these peoplewasto enable
theunmarried warrior to prove hisworth and physica prowessbeforehiscommunity,
and thereby to endear him to hisbeloved.

Merton'sdistinction between manifest and latent functionsisparticularly illuminating,
sinceit focusesattention on those consequences of socia behaviour which may not
beintended or recognised by the participants, and yet they positively contributeto
themaintenance and stability of society.

289 LIMITATIONS OF FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS

Themost frequently repeated logica criticism against functionalismisthat it entails
teleology. It holds, ineffect, that the partsof society exist becauseof their functiona
consequencesfor the system asawhole. Inother words, an effect istreated asa
cause. Similarly, functionisfallacioudy equated with purpose. For example, if we
say thet religion exisisin societies, becauseit sustainsthemora foundationsof society,
weareus ng theeffect of themoral foundation of society to explaintheexistence of
thecause, namdy rdigion. Criticsof functionaism bdlievethat thiskind of explanation
defiesthelawsof logic, sincewhat has comelater cannot bethe cause of what has
preceded (Cohen 1979 : 45).




Functiondismisaso criticised for presenting adeterminigtic view of human behaviour.
Human actionis portrayed as being determined by the social system, and human
being ispictured asan automation, controlled by theforcesof society over whichhe
or shehaslittleor no control.

According to Percy Cohen (1968 : 56) the major substantive criticisms against
functiondismare:

i) theroleof normsisoverstressed,

i)  socid conflictisamostignored,

i) socia harmony isoverstressed asbeing basi ¢ to human society, and
iv)  socid changeisnot accounted for.

Out of thesacriticiams, thefirst doesnot hold truesincenot al functionaistssconsdered
thenormativeelement issocia lifeasof supremeimportance, such asMalinowski.

Thesecond criticismisinter-rel ated to thefirst, becauseif dl membersof thesociety
follow the normsand values of the society, therewill beno causefor conflict. But
evidence showsthat even though human beings may accept the rulesand norms,
conflictsariseout of competitionto achieveone sinterests. Thiscould beto succeed
to aposition of power or to acquire something socially and economically vauable,
etc.

Thethird accusation againgt functionalismisthat it givestoo much importancetothe
harmonious nature of socia systems. Thisistrueand it hasbeen stated by Robert
K. Merton in his book Social Theories and Social Sructure (1957). Merton
saysthat religion hasaunifying roleinasmall community, but it can be acause of
great conflictinacomplex, multi-religioussociety. Thefunctiona thesswhich holds
that all social and cultural items have positive function, istherefore not correct.
They could haveadisturbing effect on socia process, thusbeing dysfunctiond.

Thefourth substantivecriticism of functionalismisthat it cannot explain socid change.
It satesthat dl socid and cultural itemsfulfil positiveroleand that they exist because
they contribute to the functioning of the total socia system. The theory of
functionalism, therefore, assumesthat al aspectsof society areaready perfect and,
therefore, thereisno need for change. Infact, sincethefunctionalistsemphasise
pers stenceand stability of the society to such an extent that changefor them becomes
abnormd. Thus, wecan seethat thecriticsof functionalismarejudtifiedincriticising
them for overl ooking the aspect of socia change.

Someof theideologica criticismsof functiondismarethat it upholdsthe statusquo
insociety. Theway that thefunctiondists describe stratification in society, the aspect
of exploitation of themassesby the selected few istotally ignored by them. Infact,
domination of themassesby ahandful of ditesisjustified by them. They havebeen
accused of encouraging and reflecting the conservativebiasinther theories.

Thestrongest criticism of functionalism has comefrom the conflict school, which
viewsthesocid order asevolving out of conflict and dissension, and not consensus
asheld by thefunctiona school.

Check Your Progress3
Note: @ Usethespacegivenfor your answer.

b) Compareyour answer withtheonegiven at theend of thisunit.
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1)  Whatarethefour functiona prerequisitesfor any socia system, accordingto
Tal cott Parsons? Use about eight linesfor your answer.

2)  What arethemanifest and latent functions according to Merton? Use about
threelinesfor your answer.

2810 LET US SUM UP

Wehavediscussed in thisunit about social function, itsdefinition and various uses.

We have seen that the use of function and functionalism consequently variesinthe
ideasof Durkheim, Raddliffe-Brown, Parsonsand Merton. ThusDurkheim’'sanalyss
shows how crimeisnormal if it does not exceed acertain limit. It may in fact
strengthen society. We have a so discussed therelation of function and collective
conscience devel oped by him. Malinowski indicateshow magic providesaroute
for the nativeto affect the outcome of uncertain ventures. Next, we have discussed
the system perspective devel oped by Ta cott Parsons. Further, weshow that Merton’s
latent and manifest functionsadd anew dimensionto functionalism. Finally, our
discussion of theusesand limitationsof functiond analysis, indicatesthat thereisdill
room for further devel opment of sociological theory inorder to understand human
socid life,

2811 KEY WORDS

Diachronic . Thediachronic approach takesinto cons deration the present
aswell asthe past of agiven society, the assumption being
that the present cannot be adequately understood without
referenceto the past.

Diffusonism . Ananthropological approach, advocated during the 19th
century by W.J. Perry, Elliot Smith and others, which sought
to reconstruct the history of mankind by tracing the spread
of cultural patterns from a few primordial centres of

avilistion.
Dysfunction . Those consequencesof socia behaviour which adversely
affect themaintenance and stability of thesocial system.
Function . The process whereby the inter-related parts of a given

system contributeto itsmaintenance and stability.



Latent Functions : Theunintended and unrecognised consequences of social
action.

Manifest Functions : Theintended and recognised consequencesof socid action.

Synchronic . Theview that the present structure of agiven society can
bestudied asitis, without any referencestoits past.

Teleology . A view which mistakenly regards an effect asacauseor
functionaspurpose. Functionalismischarged by itscritics
for beingteleologicd inorientation.
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28.13 MODEL ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR
PROGRESS

Check Your Progress1

1) Thetermfunctionisusedinfivemgor ways. First asapublic gatheringe.g.,
Republic Day Function. Second, itisusedfor occupation. Third, itisusedto
describeaperson’sjob e.g., function of abureaucrat. Fourth, in atechnical
mathematical sense. Finaly, in sociology it is used to describe social
procedures or processeswhich help in the maintenance of asociety.

2)  Accordingto Durkheim crimeisnot pathological but normal. Accordingto
him acertain amount of crimenormally reinforcesasociety. A crimina act
violatescommonly held normsand thereby arousescoll ective sentimentsagaing

that activity.
Check Your Progress?2
1) Yes

2) By synchronic perspective Radcliffe-Brown meansthat a society can be
sudied asitis. Thereisnoneedtorefer tothehistory of asociety to study its
functioning, itsnormsand mores.

Check Your Progress3

1)  AccordingtoTa cott Parsons, any social system hasthefollowing functional
prerequisites.

0) Economy fulfilsthefunction of adaptation with environment.
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2)

i) Polity fulfilsthefunction of setting goalsfor directing theactivitiesof a
society’smembers.

i) Thejudicid sysemfulfilsthefunction of integration of different partsof
thesociety.

iv)  Findly, thefamily, rdigion and educationa systemfulfil thefunction of
maintai ning the basic pattern of values and norms of a society.

Manifest functionsarethoseeffectsof actionwhich areddiberateor ‘intended’,
or anticipated, and recognised. Onthe other hand latent functionsarethose
which arenot intended or recognised.



