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31.0 OBJECTIVES
After going through thisunit, you should beableto:

° definedevianceand describeitsnature;
o classify and distinguish thetypesof socia deviance;

o criticaly examinethebiologica, psychologica and sociol ogical explanations
of deviance.

311 INTRODUCTION

Devianceand control arethekey conceptslinked to the centra conceptud framework
of sociology. Intheearlier unit of thisblock, we discussed the concept of social
control. Inthisunitweshal discussnature and meaning of deviance, andintroduce
youtoitstypes. Thisunitthenfocusesonthebiologicd, psychologicd and sociologicd
explanationsof deviance.

31.2 MEANINGAND NATURE OF DEVIANCE

The study of deviance cannot be undertaken without referenceto norms. Norms
are prescribed standards which guide and regul ate behaviour. They are accepted
by the group and shared by group members. For thisreason, itisonly with reference
to normsthat we can speak of , or definedeviance. Human society permitscertain




variationsin the behaviour demanded by thenorms. Essentidly thesevariaionsare
well defined by the cultural normsof the society concerned. When we speak of
devianceweareessentialy referring to normsviolations, or to that behaviour which
departsfrom some normsor standard of behaviour.

31.2.1 Difficulty in Defining Deviance

Norms are not the same everywhere. They vary from group to group, within a
group, and over aperiod of time. Itisnot easy toidentify those behavioursthat are
universaly defined asdeparturesfrom somenormor norms. For example, progtitution
may beviewed aswell asdefined by law asdeviant behaviour in Indiaand USA.
Yet in certain European countries prostitutes can operate openly in specific areas.
Herewearetakinga“rdativisicview” of deviation. Behaviours, notionsand products
of human interaction can be understood or evaluated only within the context of the
cultureand society of whichthey areapart. A reativistic view of deviance, implies
that deviance can beinterpreted only inthe socio-cultural contextinwhichit occurs.
Devianceisnot absolute but relativeto the socia expectations, normsand rulesof a

particular society.

Also, if an actisdefined asdeviant in one situation doesnot meanitisdeviantin
every other Stuation. Oneof themost commonly accepted normsin many societies
of theworldis“Thou shall notkill”. Itisacrimeor legal offenceto take another
person’slife becausethat normisalaw. Butinasituation likewar, asoldieris
permitted tokill an enemy soldier. Thiskind of behaviour isnormativefor soldiersin
thewar. Therefore, wecan expect definitionsof deviancetovary with circumstances
or situations.

31.2.2 Variationsin the Definition of Deviance

L et usnow consider some other important variations, that affect the definitions of
deviance, and contributeto the problem of defining devianceintermsof someuniversa
factors.

i) Variationby Time

An act considered deviant in onetime period may be considered non-deviantin
another timeperiodinasociety. For example, in Indiawomen pursuing collegiate
educationweredefined as“deviants’ inthe 19th century. But today, women pursuing
higher education are not considered deviants.

ii) Variation by Culture

Behaviour viewed asdeviant in onelocation, or culture may be considered non-
deviantinanother. Insome cultureshaving morethan onewifeispermitted. 1t may
sagnify thehighfinancid and socid statusof man. 1n someother societiesmonogamy
isstrictly prescribed, and being married to morethan onewomanisasocialy and
legdly punishableoffence.

Thereareaso variationsin the definition of deviancewithinaculture, or between
sub-culturesof particular society. Freeinteraction between the sexesmay not be
considered deviant inabig cosmopolitan city. Butitmay besoinavillageor asmall
town. Similarly, teenagesmoking may invitedifferent kindsof reactionsfromdifferent
sectionsof the population. One sub-culturemay often have norms, that areviewed
asdeviant by other sub-culturesinthe same society.

i) Variation by Social Position
Deviancecan dso vary with socid status (the position in society that one occupies).
Certain behavioursaregiven greater gpprova for menthanwomen. Itisacceptable
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for mentogotoplessinaninforma occason, but if women do so, they areconsidered
deviants. Thereismuch diversty inbehaviour, convictionsand sanctionsin different
societies. Therearea so variationsin the meaningsand definitions attributed to
behaviour and sanctions.

Check Your Progress1
Note: @ Usethespacegivenbelow for your answer.

b) Compareyour answer with theonegiven at theend of thisunit.

1)  What doyou mean by deviance? Useabout threelinesfor your answer.

2)  Pointout at least threemain difficultiesthat arisein defining deviance. Use
about four lines

31.3 BASICTYPESOFDEVIANCEANDDEVIANTS

Both deviance and deviants need to be discussed in terms of their types. This
exercisewill clarify thenature of deviance.

31.3.1 ThreeTypesof Deviance

Sociologistshaveclassfied deviancein avariety of ways. Whatever bethe basisof
judging or defining deviance, we may say that itisbehaviour that isconsidered to be
different from the central behaviour expectationsinacertaingroup. Itispossbleto
list thefollowing threetypesof deviance (see Horton and Hunt 1981).

1) Cultural and Psychological Deviation

Incultura deviation onedepartsfrom thenormsof aculture, whilethepsychologica
deviant deviatesfromthenormsin persondity organisation, for example, thepsychatic
and neurotic. Both categoriesmay befound in the same person.

if) Individual and Group Deviation

Inindividua deviation, the person deviatesfrom the normsof asub-culture. For
example, aboy belonging to an educated and respected family takesto drugsand
becomesaschool dropout. Ingroup deviation, the deviant sub-culture hasnorms
which are condemned by the conventional morality of the society, for example, a
street-corner gang of unemployed youthindulginginall sortsof unlawful activities.
Thegangwill beawd |-knit group having aprivatelanguage (known asargot) and a
set of stereotyped behaviours, i.e., they develop adistinctive sub-culture. The
behaviour of the group membersand their activities are condemned by othersin

Society.



i) Primary and Secondary Deviation Social Deviance

Primary deviancereferstotheviolation of socia normscommitted by apersonwho
isnot labelled asadeviant, and whoisbasically aconformistinhisor her life. The
deviant actistrivid or tolerated or conceded so that oneisnot identified asadeviant.
For instance, travelling ticket lessoncein awhile, dipping an extraappleinto the
shopping bag without paying for it etc. Secondary deviationisthat whichfollows
from one'spublic identification asadeviant. Oneislabelled asadeviant. The
|abelling processisoften the point of no returnin the development of deviance. It
leadstoisolations, possibledismissal, ostraci sm and sometimes evenimpri sonment.
Thedeviant may join the association of other deviants. Evenif heor she had the
choi ceto discontinue hisbehaviour, he or she cannot help but continue.
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Social Deviance
31.3.2 FiveTypesof Deviants
L et usnow took at thefivetypesof deviantsand thusexplain the nature of deviance.
i) Freak

Thedefinition of deviantsas*freak’ focusesnot so much on behaviourd patterns, as
on physicd attributes. Here, deviance merely meansvariation from the average
norms, inagatistical sense. The*freaks arethosewho stand at the extreme ends of
thenormal curve. Theinadeguacy of thisdefinitionis, that attitudina and behavioura
attributesare not distributed in the popul ation in the sameway asphysica attributes.
Secondly, even those who are placed at the extremes are not necessarily viewed as
‘undesirables’. That is, the mentally retarded may not be equated with agenius
(though both stand at extreme ends).

i) Sinful

Thedeviantas‘ sinful’ isadjudged assuch onthebasisof rdligiousideological codes,
commandments, textsand doctrines. Theterminology gpplied to such deviantsinclude

sinner, heretic, and apostate. Thesinner violatescertain normsand doctrineswhich 21
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he/sheaccepts. Theheretic regjectsthe doctrinesor prescriptions; and the gpostate
not only regjectsthefaith or dogma, but accepts some other aternative normsand
traditions. Thisamountsto ‘ideological treason’ fromthegroup’sview point.

iii)  Criminal

The'crimind’ deviantisdefined according tothelegd codes, particularly thecrimind
law. Lawsare ostensibly enacted to prevent acts, injuriousto society and group
wefare. Thosewhoviolaetheselawsarelabdled asdeviantsand invite punishment.
But not dl lawsareso detrimentd to society. Therearefour typesof legal enactment’s
designating four typesof deviant action, not al equally injuriousto society. First,
lawsprohibit actswhich are definitely athreat to the soci ety and cannot betol erated.

For example, murder, theft, treason, incest etc. Thereisgeneraly asocial consensus
about the necessity of suchlaws.

Activity 1

Duringwarssoldierskill many humanbengsof theenemy sde, but during peaceful
situationif the same soldier killseven asingle person, hewill bedeclared a
murderer and acriminal. How will you explain this? Write an essay of one
pageson*“ Socid Aspectsof Crime’ kegpinginmined theabovestuation. Discuss
your essay with other learnersat your study centre, aswell asyour Academic
Counsdlor.

Second, someactswhich arenot necessarily immora or abnormal, but they interfere
with public order or public good, and so aremadeillegd, violation of trafficrulesare
examples. Third, somecriminal lawsdefine certain actsascrimes, but without any
victims; these actsdo not cause harm or injury to others, and are not maliciousas
other criminal offencesare. Thedrug addict, the homosexual, and thedrunk are
examplesof such deviantswhosebehaviour isstigmatised ascrime, mainly to enforce
certainmoral conceptions. Fourth, therearelawswhich prohibit actswhich are
‘crimeswithwillingvictims'. 1llegal gambling and progtitution aresomeexamples, in
whichthe'victim' actively seekscrimind services. What dl thisimpliesisthat some
laws prohibiting certain acts, may be based on ageneral consensusand receive
ready acceptancein thelarger society. But many lawswhich proscribe certain acts,
particularly those on the border-line of viceand mordlity, raisecritica questionsand
issuesabout their justification. Thelegal definition of deviance (crime) may not
awaysbebased on consensua normsof moradity. Inmany stuations, it may just be
theresult of arbitrary processes of legislation, and specific pressures of various
interest groupsin society.

iv) Sick

Theconception of deviant as*sick’ isbased on adisease model and defined inthe
pathological framework. Seenfrom thisview-point, the e ementsof wilfulnessand
responsibility on the part of the deviant are removed. When defined as‘sick’ or
abnormal, thereaction of the society towardsthe deviants changesfrom punitiveto
atrestment orientation. Thereisnow agrowing tendency to think of such behaviour
whichwasearlier regarded asvicious, criminal or depraved, as manifestation or
symptomof anillness. Thedrug addict, heavy drinker, and homaosexud, for example,
arenow regarded moreas‘victims' of someillnessrather than criminas. Yet they
aremorelikely to be seen asdeviantsinsofar as such behaviour is perceived as
socidly (undesirable). Theidentification of devianceisbased on certaininterna or

intrapsychic symptoms. These may include, apart fromintrinsically psychotic
conditions, such persistent psychic state as hostility, guilt, shame, escapism,



withdrawal etc. Itisobviousthat thedefinition of these conditionsas‘normal’ and
‘abnormal’ variescross-culturally. It aso depends on the socio-economic status of
the*sck’ persons. Thusthisdefinitionof deviantas'Sck’ involvesseverd difficulties.

v) Alienated

Thedefinition of deviant as‘ alienated’ persons, focuses on certain categories of
socid dropoutssuch ashippies. Inthemodernindustrial society, many peoplefed
estranged and i sol ated from theval uesand norms of the society. They areconfronted
with asense of powerlessness and meaninglessness. They feel impotent either to
contral their environment or to determinethelr ownfate. They rardy find an opportunity
toexpressthemsdvesasred or ‘whol€ persons. Thereisacompletelossof individud
meaninginthefaceof avast, ssgmentedimpersond, and uncontrollable socid order.
They areestranged from the normative order of thelarger society inaway that, ‘ they
areinthe society but not of the society’. Asalienation increasesin the modern
industrial societies, the number of such alienated deviantsalso increases, ranging
from suicidesto addicts.

Suchisthe variety and complexity of social deviance, that there cannot be any
universally gpplicableclassficatory system of thisphenomenon. Let usconcludethis
section, by saying that in defining deviance we should specify the group whose
viewpoint wearetaking, asa so the nature of thenormative order (religious, legd) as
referencepoint.

Check Your Progress2
Note: a Usethespacegivenbeow for your answer.
b) Compareyour answer with the onegiven at theend of thisunit.

1) Whatarethethreetypesof deviance? Usethreelinesfor your answer.

2) Listoutfivetypesof deviants. Usetwo linesfor your answer.

31.4 EXPLANATIONS OF DEVIATION

Giventhewidevariationsin deviance how can thisphenomenon beexplained?

Scientistshave offered avariety of theoriesto explain deviance. Biologicd theories
tend to focus on hereditary, anatomical or physiological factors. Psychological
explanationstend to discuss personality, movies, aggression, frustration, and other
subjectivefactors. Sociologistsusually emphasi se socio-culturd factors. Some of
these explanations have more empirical support than others. But it goeswithout
saying that all the explanationscan increase our understanding of the complexities of
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human behaviour, whether deviant or non-deviant. Given below arethethreetypes
of explanationsof socid deviance-biologicd, psychologica and sociological.

31.4.1 Biological Explanations

Biological theoriesof deviance aregenerally traced back to the ltalian physician-
psychiatrist Lombroso (1835-1909). Lombroso wasinterested inthe scientific
study of crime. Hesaid that attention should be shifted from the criminal act tothe
crimind specificaly tothephysical characterigticsof thecrimind. Hewasconvinced
that therewasa*born criminad type’. Hisconclusonswerebased on acomparison
of 400 prison inmates, withagroup of Italian soldiers. Lombroso found that the
inmatesdigplayed certain physica aonormalitiessuch asdeviationsin head szeand
shape, eyedefects, receding chins, and excessively longarms. Thisled himtothe
belief that criminal tendenciesareinherited, and that the potentia criminalscould be
identified by certain physical characteristic or body types. However, hisfindings
weredisproved by later researcherswho concluded that thereisno such thing asa
physical type.

Lombroso wasnot theonly scientist to hold theview that physical traitsand deviant
behaviour areinter-linked. Inthe 1940sthe American psychol ogist-physician
Sheldon attempted to link body typeto behaviour. Heclassified peoplein termsof
threetypesof physique. Theendomorphwho issoft, round and usually fat; the
mesomor ph who ismuscul ar, stocky and athl etic and the ectomorh whoisskinny
and fragile. He associated these body types with certain temperamental and
behavioural tendencies. A disproportionately high percentage of criminalswere
found to be of one body typei.e., mesomor phs-the stocky, muscular body type.
Likeother biological explanations, thistheory wasa so found to beinadequate. For
instance, physicdly fit boysmayberecruited to delinquency more often than skinny
boys, Judgesmay see muscular boysasmore of athreat than skinny or obeseboys.
Morerecently it hasbeen proposed that aspecific genetic condition may beassociated
with crimesof physica violence. Someviolent crimindshavebeenfoundto havean
extrachromosome, they have XY'Y chromosomesrather thantheusud XY. Other
findings, however, indicatethat XY'Y factor isnot acause of deviation (Eshleman
and Cashion 1983:159-160).

Biological explanationsof deviance have beenrgected, mainly becausethey fail to
explainwhy othershaving smilar biologica makeup, do not exhibit thesameforms
of behaviour. Biological explanation aso do not explainthevariation; in devianceas
well asitsrelativenature.

31.4.2 Psychological Explanations

These explanations focus on the person who engages in deviant behaviour.
Psychol ogical explanationslay emphasisonthemind of theindividua, rather than
on body types. These explanationsfocuson such subjectivefactorsas personality
dructure, learning, gods, interests, motivations, will power, frustration, ego strength,
anxiety, guilt, etc. Socid psychologistsoften consder thesocid context of behaviour,
inaddition to these subjectivefactors.

Onegroup of psychologica explanationsassociatesdeviancewith Sickness, arguing
that deviance resultsfrom apsychological abnormality or amental iliness. For
indance, it arguesthat mentaly ill peopletaketo drugsor excessvedrinking. Mentaly
ill peoplemay commit deviant acts. Yet thistheory doesnot account for deviance
among peoplewho are not mentally ill nor doesit explain why some mentally ill
people arenot deviant.



Someother psychologicd explanationssuggest that devianceresultsfromfrudtration.
When needsarenot fulfilled frustration resultswhich inturn leadsto aggression.
Frustration over lack of money can lead to aggressive actions—child abuse, robbery,
evenmurder. Onedifficulty withthisexplanationisthat frustrationisdefined in such
avery broad manner, that it includesalmost any behaviour. It doesnot tell uswhy
there are some peoplewho arefrustrated but do not act deviantly.

The psycho-anlaytic theories of deviation are based on theworks of Freud (1856-
1939). Freudian theorists linked deviance with defects in the super-ego or
conscience. Peoplewithweak egoswere said to be unableto control their impulse,
or follow planned rational courses of action. The greatest difficulty with these
explanationsbased oningtinct unconsciousneedsand conscienceisthat it isdifficult
if notimpossibleto test them empirically. Likethebiological theoriesexplaining
deviance, the psychol ogical theoriestoo cannot account adequately for therelative
natureof deviance. Theinfluenceof thesocia context, variationsinratesof deviance,
and social responsesto deviance are also not given consideration.

31.4.3 Sociological Explanations

Sociologica theoriesattempt to explain deviance by looking at the socio-cultura
context of deviance. The explanationsinclude both the deviant actsand actors.

Thetheorieswe shall consider hereare;

i) AnomieTheory: It focuseson value conflicts between culturally prescribed
goasand socially approved waysof achieving them. ii) Socio-cultural Learning
Theoriesareconcerned with theway peopleinteract and learn deviance. iii) L abelling
Theory focuses on themeanings, definitions, and interpretations applied to action.
iv) Conflict Theory contendsthat groupsin power definethe acts of the weaker
groupsasdeviant inorder to exploit them.

i) Anomie

The concept of anomie hasbeen very important for devel oping ageneral theory of
deviant behaviour. Anomieliteraly meansnormlessness. But thisisnot itsmeaning
asusedinsociology. It doesnot mean either the absence of norms, or thelack of
clarity of norms. Inboth caseswe would be faced with the problem of defining
deviant behaviour. Anomiereferstoasocia and cultura conditioninwhichthereis
either conflict of normsor ambivalent orientation towardsnorms. The credit for
bringing out theimplications of anomiefor ageneral theory of deviant behaviour
goesto the American sociologist, Robert K. Merton (1968). Heaimed at showing
how some social structures exert adefinite pressure upon certain personsin the
society, toengagein non-conforming rather than conforming conduct. Merton
attempted to specify the socia and cultural Situationswhich generatevarying rates
and typesof deviant behavioursin different socia structures.

To devel op histheory of anomie and deviant behaviour, Merton identified two
important elementsof social and cultural structures. First, let ustakethe cultural
goals, purposes, and interests. These culturally prescribed goalsare held out as
legitimate objectives, for al themembersof thesociety. Themembersare supposed
to strivefor these objectives. Second, actua structuresalso provide the accepted
modes or ways of reaching thesegoals. That is, there are normatively controlled
meansto pursuetheseends. Then, thereisalsowhat Merton callsthe opportunity
structureinsociety. Thatis, theactual distribution of facilitiesand opportunitiesto

Social Deviance

25



Social Control, Change
and Development

26

achievethese goalsthrough socially approved means. Asthese opportunitiesare
inequitably distributed among various strata of population, thereisunequal access
tolegitimatemeansto achievegoals.

Activity 2

Visit aslum near your residence. Find out about the children between 5-18
yearsandther daly likeinthedums. Writeareport of onepageon“Lifeinthe
Sums’. Discussyour answer with other studentsand your Academic Counsdllor
at your study centre.

Theforegoing propositionsimply that the cultural goalsareheld out equally for al,
whereastheinstitutional meansto achievethem are not equally available. This
differentia accesstolegitimate meansand opportunitiesto achievegoalsresultsin
srain, namely, asenseof frustration and injustice. Deviant behaviour canbeseenas
asymptomof thisstrain. When peopleareunabletoredisetheculturaly prescribed
aspirations, through socially structured avenueswhich arenot equally availableto
them, they may adopt dternative, illegitimate meansto achievethem. Thetheory of
anomieseeksto explaintheratesand pattern of deviant behaviour indifferent societies.
AsMerton hashimsalf noted, many countries much poorer than the United States
suchaslndia, havelower ratesof crime. Thelow rateof crimeinIndia, despiteits
poverty can be attributed to the fact that poverty alone, does not operate in the
samemanner ineech sociely. Itisinterdependent on other socid and culturd variables,
Whenthereistraditionally little possibility of getting ahead, asin acaste society,
poverty doesnot account for high crimerate. Oncethe constitutional valuesin our
country, such asequal opportunity for al, areheld out before citizens, thelevel sof
agpirationrise, and theexigting inequitablesocid structureresentment and frustration-
the" socidly structured strain” - arelikely to occur and lead to ahigher rate of crime,
vandalismandviolence.

Merton’ stheory hasbeen subject to criticiam. (i) Criticsarguethat it wrongly assumes
that asingle system of cultural goalsisshared by theentire society. Thegoasare
different for different people. Everyonedoesnot aim for thesamegoals. (ii) The
critics point out that it has also failed to explain why some people choose one
response, while otherschoose adifferent one. (iii) Some have been pointed out that
certaintypesof deviance-rape, the behaviour of hippiesin the 1960s-have not been
accommodated inhisandysis. (iv) Other criticsarguethat Merton’stheory ignores
theinfluence of society’ sreactionsin the devel opment of deviance (Eshleman &
Cashion 1983: 1630).

In spiteof these criticismstheanomietheory providesaframework for examininga
widerangeof socia behaviour.

i) Socio-cultural Learning Theories

These theoriesfocus on those processesthrough which deviant actsarelearnt, and
the conditionsunder which learning takesplace. Thesetheoriesemphas sepresence
of groupsthat peoplebelong to, and how they learn the norms prescribed by those
groups. Two of thetheoriesthat specifically focuson devianceare:

a) Sub-Cultureor CultureTransmission Theory: Theemphasisin sub-cultural
explanationsison the existenceand transmission of deviant traditions, attitudes, and
behaviour among certain groups or sectors of society. Culture consistsof certain
values, beliefs, knowledge, attitudes, and ideas shared by members of asociety.
But within asociety thereare many variantsof the common cultureamong certain
groups, which arenormatively distinguishablefrom thelarger society. They smply
mean “aculturewithinaculture’. Thustherearesome sub-cultureswhich perpetuate,



and give support to, deviant beliefsand values. The suppositionisthat particular
individua scommit deviant acts becausethey haveidentified themselveswith, and
are exposed to the normative systemsthat are centrally in conflict with that of the
larger society. Inother words, individualsinthiscasereceive group support to their
activities, which arestigmati sed and pendised by thelarger society. The sub-cultures
of thesegroupsaredirectly in opposition with thelarger society.

For example, someof thecriminals, delinquents, homosexuals, or drug addictsmay
constitute specific groupsof deviants, each of which have someattitudes, beliefs,
valuesand behaviour patterns shared by their respective members.

Box 31.01

Eventhieveshaveacodeof conduct. Someof thetribesin India, suchas, the
Sangis, thePardis, the Nats, etc. were considered to bethe criminal tribessince
they practised crimes like theft, robbery, murder as part of their customary
traditions. It wascommitted in aritualistic manner as part of worship of their
godsand goddesses. Thus, you may have heard of murdersand dacoitiesin
certainareasin Delhi wherethewooden leg of cotswereused tokill their victims
beforerobbing them.

Severd sociologistshave paid attention to the notion of sub-cultureintheanaysisof
awiderangeof deviant behaviour, particularly crime, delinquency, drug addiction,
homosexuality, etc. Thisnotionwasalready evident in the urban studiesof agroup
of sociologistsknown asthe* Chicago Sociologists . They pointed out around the
1920sthat in severa sectorsof thecity, particularly inthedum aress, thereexisted
well-devel oped and persistent patterns of valuesand norms, whichwereat variance
with those of the* respectable’ society. They werereflected in such behaviour as
organised formsof crime, delinquency, progtitution, etc. Such patternswereeasily
transmitted to the younger generationsaspart of their socialisation process.

b) TheDifferential Association Theory: Thedifferential association theory was
devised by Sutherland. Hetried to answer the question “Why are some people
attracted to deviant behaviourswhileothersarenot?” More specificaly, heattempted
tofind out why crimeratesvary among different groupsof people.

Sutherland (1939) proposed that devianceislearned by association with thosewho
hold thesevaues. Learning adeviant behaviour involvesacquiring aset of motives,
drives, rationdisationsand attitudesand specifictechniquesfor committing thedeviant
actitsdf. Peopleareregarded deviant when they acquiremoredefinitionsthat favour
violating normsand lawsthan oppose such violation. He pointed out that deviant
behaviour of individua sinthegroup may vary infrequency, duration, priority and
intensity, depending on theamount of timethey have spent with groups possessing
different norms. Thevariationsin group involvement’sareknown as* differential
association”.

Hedid not believethat contact with criminasisanecessary conditionfor apersonto
become deviant. Exposureto conditionsfavouring deviance was enough. The
influenceand frequency of these exposuresvary from personto person. Sutherland's
theory waslater revised asasocial learning theory, around thelate 70sin terms of
the behavioural theory in psychology. Criticsarguethat socio-cultural learning
theories, do not explain how deviance originated or how certain behaviourscameto
be defined asdeviant. It hasal so been argued that they do not deal adequately with
thosewho commit deviant actsinisolation rather than aspart of agroup (Eshleman
and Cashion: 1983: 165).
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i) LabelingTheory

Thetheories mentioned so far have focused on deviancein terms of people and
acts, the process of learning deviance. Labelling theory looks specifically at the
consequences of labelling a person “deviant”. How does a society construct
definitions of deviance? How and by whom are these |abels applied to certain
people? How doeslabelling affect aperson’sbehaviour? Attentionisfocused on
the nature of origin of social norms and on the social reaction to labels aimed
at those whose behaviour departsfrom these norms. The main premise of the
approachistwo-fold. First, it directsattentionto thefact that social deviance, as
defined by social norms, isrelative. What isdeviant at onetimeand in one context
may not bedeviant at another timeor context. Secondly, therole of thoseinvolved
inlabeling aperson asdeviant, isitsalf anindependent variablein creating or leading
to deviance.

Thelabelling orientation recognisesthreelevelsof analysis. First, thesociety at
large, congsting of variousinterest groups. Thesedefineand judgevariousformsof
behaviour asdeviant. Second, therearevariousindividualswith whom the person
concerned interactsdaily and who label himinoneway or theother. Thirdly there
aretheofficia and organisationa agentsof control who implement societal reaction,
andlabd or stigmatisetheindividua, leading him or her to deviant commitment and
career. Youmay understand thisperspectiveby anexample. Itiscommon experience
that achild whoisconstantly |abelled by hisparentsor teachersasa‘bad’, ‘dull’ or
‘unintelligent’ child, gradually beginsto accept hisnegative sdf-eva uation, and then
beginsto‘ actually’ act or behavein smilar manner.

The implications of the labelling perspective isthat it redirects our attention,
to processesof rule making in society, and the interests and activities of those
who label theindividual asdeviant. Labelling analysisisindebted also to the
social conflict school. The social definition of deviance and labelling of an
individud asdeviant, involveaspectsof socid conflict among severd interest groups
iNsociety.

Thelabelling theory too hasitscritics. They say that it doesnot explain the causes
of deviance. It cannot be used to predict whowill belabelled deviant and in what
context. Labelling theory isdifficult to test empiricaly. It hasa so been pointed out
by some criminologiststhat thelabelling theory isinadequate. Inthat it makesal
deviancedepend onlabels, asif, without |abd s, therewoul d be no deviance (Eshleman
and Cashion: 1983: 169)

iv) TheConflict Theory

Conflict theory arguesthat most societies have many groupswhich havedifferent,
often conflicting values. The strongest groupsin asociety have the power and
authority to definethe values of weaker and subordinate groupsasdeviant. Quinney
(1979) for instance, describes crime asthat human conduct which isdesired by
authorised agentsinapolitically organised society. These agentsoften defineas
crimind any behaviour thet conflictswiththerinterests. By publiciangthesedefinitions
of crimethrough the media, powerful peopleimposetheir own interest on others.
Thuslawsabout theft, robbery, have been intended to help to protect the interests
of powerful capitalistsrather than the powerlessworkers. Many conflict theorists
perceivethat their findingswill stimulatepolitical action. They believeitwill helpto
raise arevolutionary consciousness, and the oppression of the powerlessby the

powerful.



Likeother theories, conflict theory hasitsown critics. Someof thecriticismshave
been:

a  itdoesnot searchfor causes
b) itdoesnot explainthecrimesand deviance sthat arebas caly non-political

c) itassumesthatintheUtopian Communist Society (whichwill materidiseafter
theoverthrow of the capitalist regime) murder, robbery, rapeand other crimes
will disappear after the” power” to crimindisethemisabolished (Eshleman &
Cashion 1983: 164).

Check Your Progress3
Note: @ Usethespacegivenbelow for your answer.
b) Compareyour answer with theonegiven at theend of thisunit.

1) Whatarethemajor typesof explanationsgeneraly givenfor deviance? Use
about twolines.

2)  Whatisthemagor focusof biologica theorists? Useonly oneline.

3) Sociological theories attempt to explain deviance by looking at the
psychological context. Tick thecorrect box.

Yes No

4)  Listoutthemgor sociological explanationsof deviance.

31.5 LET US SUM UP

In this unit you have been exposed to the meaning and nature of deviance.
Deviance is arelative concept inasmuch asits definition varies from group to
group andfromtimetotime. Itisdifficult to definedevianceuniversaly asdifferent
societiesdiffer intheir normsand values. A departurefrom thisiscalled deviant
behaviour.

We a so talked about the variouswaysin which deviance hasbeen classified, and
then rai sed the question about what causesdeviance. Wehaveoutlined thevarious
explanations of deviance from the various explanations of deviance from the
perspectiveof biology, psychology and sociology. 1nsociology deviant behaviour is
seen asaconsequence of certain featuresin the cultural and social structures of

Society.

Social Deviance
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31.6 KEY WORDS

Alienation  : A psychologica conditionwhereanindividua feelsthat he/sheis
isolated fromtherest of theworld.

Anomie . A socid stuaioninwhichvauesare conflicting, weak and absent.

Ingtinct . A complex behaviour pattern that ishiologically inherited and
common to al membersof agiven species.

Social Status : Positionsindividuals occupy inthe society, e.g. father, mother,
occupationa positionslike Teacher, Student, etc.

31.7 FURTHER READINGS

Horton. PB. and Hunt, C.L ., 1981. Sociology, McGraw-Hill: London.

Johnson, H. 1966. Sociology: A Systematic Introduction, Allied Publishers: New
Ddhi.

31.8 MODEL ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR
PROGRESS

Check Your Progress1

1)  Deviancereferstonormviolationsor to that behaviour which departsfrom
somenormsor standard behaviour.

2)  Thethreemaindifficultiesindefining devianceare:
ad  Vaiaionbytime
b)  Variationby culture,
c) Vaiationby socid postion.

Check Your Progress?2

1) &  Culturd andpsychologicd deviance,
b)  individua and group deviance, and
Cc)  primary and secondary deviance.

2)  Freak, Sinful, Crimind, Sick and Alienated.

Check Your Progress3

1) Therearethreetypesof explanations:
Biologica, Psychologica and Sociologica

2)  Biological theoriststend to focuson heredity or anatomical or physiologica
factors.

3) No

4)  AnomieTheory
Socio-cultural Learning Theories
Labelling Theory
Conflict Theory



