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34.0 OBJECTIVES

After reading thisunit, you should beableto:
e definetheconcept of social development, and describeitsnature;
e describetheprevailing ideasabout social development; and

e giveanaccount of thelndian experience of devel opment.

341 INTRODUCTION

In Unit 33, we examined the complex nature of social change. The dynamics
of socia changehasstimulated theformulation of ahost of concepts, of whichthe
term‘ development’ has gained much currency. Today, we usethisterm to describe
the complex modes of social change, especially those which have been desired,
planned, directed and stimulated in a society. We now have a ‘sociology of
development’.

In order to understand the concept of social devel opment, which hasbeen defined
and redefined over theyear. Thisunit dealsfirst with the broad nature and meaning
of the concept of devel opment. Wedescribethe current viewson socid development,
including adiscussion on the ‘three worlds of development’ and some recent
approaches to social development. Finally, we look at the ‘mixed’ path of
development, including that of India.
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342 THE NATURE AND MEANING OF
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Development isabroad concept and, though interrelated, it differsfrom social
change. Changeisavaue-neutra concept whereasdevel opment isavalue-laden
concept. The notion of development is, in other words, the process of desired
change. All casesof changedo not indicate devel opment. Only planned and desired
changes can be described asdevelopment. Thus, itisimportant to keepinmindthe
distinct character of the concept of devel opment.

Secondly, we also need to distingui sh between economic and sociological notions
of development. Thispoint becomesclearer asyou read thisunit. While speaking
of socia devel opment, we emphasi sethe sociol ogica understanding of the process
of development. Asabroad concept, socia development refersto the overal
transformation of individua sand society, which may enableevery personto achieve
mora, socid physical and materid well-being. Egditarian developmentisadesired
god, butitremainsonly an‘ided’. Inspiteof development efforts, disparitiesin
variousdimensionsof devel opment continueto widen between societies, regions
and groups. Variationsare observed when we compare variousregionsor countries.

Out of such comparisons have emerged the concepts of underdevel opment mainly
ineconomic terms, such asper capitaincome, grossnational product, level of the
standard of living and degree of technol ogica advancement. Therearemany criteria
of ‘over’ and ‘under’ development. Thesmplest oneof themistheratio of industria
capacity to socia utility. It meansthat the countrieswhich areunableto produce,
sufficient goodsto meet the requirementsof their population, may beconsidered as
underdevelopment, and those which produce more than what is required, as
overdeveloped. Intheoverdevel oped category may be placed the countriessuch
asAmerica, andintheunderdevel oped category, many Asan and African countries.

It is, however, a controversial point whether underdevelopment and over
development can be identified with any particular country. Further the term
underdevel opment isnot acceptabl e, to some of the economically lessdevel oped
countries, such asIndia. These countriesconsder themsel vesquite developed from
socia and cultural pointsof view. They prefer to be designated as* developing’
rather than as* underdevel oped’ countries.

Animportant ideaimplicit in the classification of countries, into developed and
developing, isthat the former became a‘model’ for thelatter. The developing
countriesmay liketo imitate or adopt the economic and technol ogical systemsof
developed countries.

What ismoreimportant about thisclassfication, with regard to the conceptua meaning
of development, is the fact that the developing countries depended upon the
developed onesfor technology, skillsand monetary aid. Thelatter tried to exploit
theformer. Thisisknown asthe dependency theory of development. Having
realised the exploitative tendencies of the devel oped countries, the developing
countriestried to be salf-reliant in economic terms. Thus, substitution of economic
dependence by self-reliance, emerged as animportant indicator of devel opment.
Thegreater the self-reliance, the higher thelevels of development. Endeavours
towards self-relianceresulted inimport substitution by stopping the purchase of
goodsfrom devel oped countries and producing themintheir own country.



Check Your Progress1

Note: @) Usethespacegivenbelow for your answers.
b) Compareyour answerswiththosegiven at theend of thisunit.

1) Differentiate between changeand development. Usefour linesfor your answer.

2)  Whatisthedependency theory of development? Usefivelinesfor your answer.

34.3 THE PREVAILING NOTIONS OF SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

For adiscussion of the contemporary sociologica concernsabout development, we
can begin by outlining some of the viewsbased on historical events, onthe socio-
culturd dimensionsof development. But beforeweexaminethese dominant concerns
regarding development, it would be useful to undertake abrief description of the
“threeworlds of development” asit had existed prior to the break-up of the Soviet
Union. Thishad becomeanimportant part of thesocia scientistsparlancesincethe
middleof the 20th century. Earlier theworld wasdivided intotwoi.e. itwasabi-
polar worldwith the capitdist block of United Statesof America(USA), ontheone
sideandthe socialist block of the Soviet Union, ontheother. After the break-up of
Soviet Union, the ‘ ColdWar * hasended and the world hasbecome Unipolar, with
USA asthemost powerful nation of theworld.

34.3.1 TheThreeWorldsof Development

The First World consist of North America, Western and Southern Europe. The
countrieswere seento befollowing mainly acapitaist mode of development. The
Second World had consisted of Soviet Union and the East European group such as,
Poland, East Germany, Hungary etc. Many socio-political changeshave occurred
inthese countries now and they do not remain acommunist bloc any more. They
wereassoci ated with the socialist mode of development. TheThird Worldwasand
to certain extent still isgenerally used to refer to thelessdevel oped or developing
societiesof Ada Africaand LatinAmerica. Most of these countriesemerged out of
colonia ruleto attain political independence only in the middle of the 20th century.
Themgority of thethird world countriesare characterised by low per capitaincome,
highratesof illiteracy and infant mortality. Theseweregenerdly agriculture-based
economieswhere peoplehad short life expectancies, low degree of social mobility
and strong attachment to tradition (Estes, R.J., p. 92). The countries, though subject
toinfluence by the erstwhile First and the Second World countries, have devised
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their own national strategy and path of development. TheFirst and the Second
World'smodelsof development had laid primary emphasison economic growth.

i) TheCapitalist Model of Development of theFirst World
Themain characterigtics of the capitalist model of development are:

a) provisonfor private ownership of property and meansof production,
b)  promotion of economic activitiesthrough private enterprises, and

Cc)  minimum possi ble state regulation and control on private enterprises. Thus
the capitalist model is characterised by a free economy regulated by
competition.

i) TheSocialist Model of Development of the Second World

The socidist path of development adopted by the Second World, was seento be
oppositeor dichotomousto the capitalist path of development. Theformer, contrary
tothelatter, ischaracterised by state ownership of property and meansof production,
public enterprisesand compl ete state regul ation of economic activities. Thus, the
sociaist model refersto aregulated economy.

Themain allegation against the capitalist modd isthat, sinceit permitsminimum
state regulation, itseconomic system becomes exploitativein the sensethat the
working class people (proletariat) do not get their due share. Thecapitalistsenjoy
amgjor shareof the nation’sresources. Henceit contributesto inequalities so that
afew arevery rich and the mgority isvery poor.

Thecapitdist mode is, therefore, dleged to beexploitative and non-egditarian. On
the contrary, the socialist model wasideally considered as non-exploitative and
egditarian. Private ownership and thelack of stateregulation, were consideredto
beimportant measures of exploitation of theweaker sectionsand hencethe causes
of incomeinequdities. Since, thesocidist statedid not alow private ownership of
property, there was a strong belief that there was no room for exploitation and
inequality init. However, historical eventsproved thisbelief to beincorrect asthe
Soviet Union could not survivefor long. Theperiodof “Glasnost” and* perestroikd’
led by Gorbachev, theerswhileRussian PrimeMinigter during the1980's, dismantled
the communist political and economic structure. The Soviet Union broke-upinto
several small countriesand the socidlist ideology gaveway to capitalist tendencies.
However, Chinadtill followsasocialistic socio-palitical order.

Thetwo modelshad aso differed intheir conception of development. Whereasthe
capitalist model laysgreater stresson economic growth, than on equal distribution
of thefruitsof economic growth. The socialist model layed equal stresson both
resource generation and equa distribution of income, and tried to changethe socid
systeminsuchaway that greater socid justice could beensured. Inredlity, socidist
model did not give much spacetoindividud initiative and consumeristic desires.

Theforegoing discussionimpliesanother difference between thesemodels. The
capitalist model doesnot see any magjor conflictintheinterestsof thetwo classes-
workersand capitalists. Initseyesboth the classes are complementary to each
other, they; arefunctiondly interdependent. Therulesof society, particularly about
ownership of property and distribution of income, are supposed to be based on
consensus.

Hence according to thismodel, thereisno need to change the economic structure.



Onthecontrary, thesocidist mode saw inherent conflictintheinterestsof theworkers
andthecapitdigs. Accordingtoit, rulesarenot based on consensusbut areimposed
on the weaker section by the stronger one. Thisleadsto the exploitation of the
weak by thestrong, whichislikely to result in conflicts, and in revolution by the
exploited peoplewho want radical changeinthesystemitsalf. Thus, thecapitalist
model issometimesdesignated asfunctionalist or consensua, andthesocidist asa
conflict, radica or revolutionary mode!.

In practice, as observed by some researchers, these two models have entered a
processof convergence. For instance now, thereisanincreased stateregulationon
private economic enterprisesinthe USA. Therehasbeenarelaxationingrantsto
privateenterprisesin Russia. One could seeincomeinequalities, and atendency to
resist dterationsin political and economic systemsin both theWorlds.

Box 34.01

The concept of a“third world” isof European origin. 1t can betraced back to
Franceinthe 1940sasadescription of thepolitical partiesdistinct from both de
Gaulle' sRassemblement des Peupl e Francaisand the Fourth Republic (Saffire
1978). Another author, Clegem (1978) has compared the idea of the *third
world’ withthe* Third Estate”, therising but under-represented bourgeoisie
during the French Revol ution of 1789. Wolf-Phillips(1979) credit the French
demographer, Alfred Sawy with coinimg thetermin 1962.

However, the credit for “the worlds of development” bel ongsto sociol ogist
LouislrwingHorowitz. Inhisbook, ThreeWorldsof Development: The Theory
and Practiceof International Stratification (1972), Horowitz used avariety of
criteriato distinguish between groupsof countriesthat sharemoreor lesssmilar
patternsof socio-economic development.

I nrecent timesthere has devel oped anew concept of “fourthworld” of development
asidentifiedfirst by Manuel and Posluns (1974) and Hamalian and Karl (1974 :
13). They used this concept to describe “acommunity of the powerless, the
oppressed and the dispossed”. According to them all the other “worlds of
development” i.e. the First, the Second and the Third, sharethe peoplewho belong
to the Fourthworld of development. In current usage, the countrieswhich belongto
theFirst world arereferred to as* devel oped Market Economies’ (DMES); those
belonging tothe Second World arereferred to asthe“ Eastern Trading Area(ETAS);
andthosebe ongingtothe Third World arereferred to asthe® Devel oping Countries’.
Thecountriesof the FourthWorld arereferred to as* least Devel oping Countries’
(LDCs). (Quotedin Egtes, Richard J.’s” World'sof Devel opment, www. google.com
website).

iif) Development of theThird World

Itisdifficult to specify themodel of devel opment, adopted by the majority of the.
ThirdWorld countriesasthere are variationsamong them, dictated mainly by their
historical and socio-cultura circumstances. What they seemto shareincommonis
thet:

a  Theyareeconomicaly andtechnologically underdevel oped in comparisonto
the countries of the so called devel oped world.

b)  Socid planningisakey dementintheir development process. Their plansof
devel opment incorporate not only economic concerns, especialy remova of
poverty, but a so concernsregarding nation building, nationd cultureand sociad
transformation.
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c)  They havebeen seeking technological and economic aid from thedevel oped
countries. The developed countries have given them economic assi stance,
but they haved sobeenincreasingly atemptingtoextendther paliticd influence
inthedeveloping countries. It hasbeen noted that the global military defence
strategy is, themgjor consideration of the devel oped countries, in extending
their economic and political influenceto the devel oping countries.

Infact, theideaof the Third World isassociated with theemergence of consciousness
among devel oping countries, of being exploited by the developed countriesinthe
garb of monetary help and expert advice. Some nations had become conscious of
exploitation much earlier, but others, understood thisfact only after seeing the
disastrousroleof big powersinthe developing countries, e.g., theroleof the USA
inVietnam or the USSR inAfghanistan. Thesocial analystshave played avery
sgnificant rolebothin appreciating the help, aswell asanalysingthe*games’ of the
big powersin thedevel oping countries.

Against thisbackground of information about the First, the Second and the Third
Worldswewill now proceed to look at some of the prevailing conceptions about
devel opment acrosstheworld.

Activity 1

Interview at least five people of your Grandfather’s generation and ask them
about their memories of the First & the Second World Wars. What werethe
impact of thesewarson Indian people. Writeaone page noteonthe*“ Impact
of First and Second World War on Indian Society” . Compareyour notewith
the note of other studentsat your Study Centre.

Check Your Progress?2
Note: @) Usethespacegivenbelow for your answers.
b) Compareyour answerswiththosegiven at theend of thisunit.

1)  Nametwo countries, whichfollow the capitalist model of development

2)  FHllintheblanks:

ad  TheFirssWorldwascharacterisedmainly by a................. model
of development.

b)  TheSecondWorld countrieshad adopteda...................coevenee.
mode of development.

3)  Listout somecountrieswhichweregeneraly identified asthe Third World
countries. Usethreelinesfor your answer.



4)  What are the three common characteristics that the Third World or the
developing countriesseemto share? Useeight linesfor your answer.

34.3.2 Socio-cultural Dimensions of Development

The concept of devel opment has encompassed many dimensionsover theyears.
Oneof the popular notionsthat economic growth, wasasufficient and anecessary
condition to stimulate development of al the sections of asociety hasbeen proved
incorrect. Economic advancement of aclassof people hasnot, and doesnot trickle
downtotheentirepopulation. Similarly, theattainment of high levelsof economic
growth by some of the devel oped countries has not hel ped to solve some of their
seriousproblems. Infact affluence hasgiven riseto new and moresocia problems.
Itis therefore, now redised that if theultimatea m of devel opment istheimprovement
of thequality of life of every human being in society, it cannot be achieved asa
conseguence of economic growth or capital accumulation.

Sociologisgsnow believethat itisnecessary tolay stresson socio-culturd dimensions
of development. To elaborate, social devel opment includes:

a)  Proper satisfaction of basic needs, such as, food, shelter and clothing.

b) Availability of essential amenities such as electricity, transportation,
communication and water.

c)  Goodphyscd and menta hedth, measurableintermsof increased lifechances,
abolition of environmental pollution, nutritiousdiet, medica careetc.

d)  Economicwefarei.e. opportunitiesfor employment ineconomic activities
andhighlevd of living.

e) Development of human beingsi.e. enhancement of literacy, vocational
education, moral education, creative persondity etc.

f)  Socid integrationi.e. involvement and participation of peopleinsocid, political
and economic processesand establishment and maintenance of effectivesocid
inditutions

g  Minimisation of disparitiesinaccessto variousresourcesand opportunities-
economic, socia and political

Some sociologists have laid aspecial emphasison the psychological, social and
mora dimensionswhiletalking about the* holistic” approach to development. They
look a development asanimprovement intheoverdl qudity of lifeincluding physicd,
psychological, social and cultural. They emphas sethat thesedimensionsarevery
closdyinterlinked. Foringtance, animprovement inthe psychologica qudlity of life,
entallstheideaof lifesatisfactionincluding positivemental health. Thisrequiresa
proper and effective ba ance between materid and non-materid life-goa sof people
and between instrumenta and intringc valuesof society.
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Thissubjectivedimensionisvery closaly linked with thesocial quality of life. The
improvement in social quality, means an increase in the strength of family
stability, interpersona bondsand socid solidarity. Animprovementinthecultura
quality of lifesignifiesthe upsurge of themora dimensions. A concernfor othersis
the essence of social morality. They have pointed out that in many devel oped
societies thereismoreconcern ‘for self thanfor others', henceno true devel opment
(Sharma1986: 20).

Thus, the sociological approach to development looks upon the devel opment
process asalterationsthat affect thewhole socio-cultura matrix of society. Inthe
modern sense, devel opment refersto the planned, stimulated movement of theentire
systeminthedirection of theoverall desirablegoalsof agiven society. Today we
havea" Sociology of Development” whichisseento begrowingintwo directions—
towardstheanaysisof internal structuresand of historical linkages. A look at the
studiesinthisfield providesuswith anideaof thefollowing approachesto social
development.

34.3.3 Approachesto Social Development

Approaches to development may be discerned on the basis of two criteria, (i)
centralisation versus decentralisation of devel opment schemesand resources, and
(i) unit of development, i.e., thefocus of development —individud, group, village
etc. Thefirgt criterion given riseto two approaches, namely, development fromthe
top and devel opment from the bottom. The second criterion givesriseto thethree
approaches -—sectoral development, areas development and target group
development. Let usnow review briefly thefive approaches.

i) Development from thetop

Theapproach of development from thetop envisagesthe planning and execution, of
devel opment schemes by the central or apex bodies of administration. In other
words, the central organisationsdecidethe nature and direction of plan, formulate
projectsand imposethem onthepeople. For instance, theministersand high officias
gttinginthecapita, makethedeve opment plansfor rura peoplewithout fully realising
their problems.

Implicitinthisapproach isthe assumption that the people who need devel opment
areincapabl e of understanding their needs, of devising devel opment schemesand
of executing them ontheir own. Hencethe need for expertsand outside agencies.
infact, thisassumptionisbaseless. Theeliteat thetop haveavestedinterestin
making such assumptions. Their major interestisto hold control onresourcesand
mobilisethemfor their own benefits. The people accept the devel opment schemes,
because they have neither sufficient resourcesof their own, nor any control onthe
resources of thecommunity. Asaresult, most of the schemesimposed fromthetop
fal toyieldthedesired results.

Thishappensinmogt of thecases. A large part of thefundsof devel opment schemes
iIseaten upin oneway or theother, by the expertsand executive personnel deputed
or employed by the sponsors of the scheme, beit own government or any foreign
agency. The mgor drawback of this approach is that it fails to involve the
beneficiaries, inthedevel opment process. Ingtead, it generatesafeding of dienation
among them. For these reasonsthis approach has been characterised by ahigher
degreeof centralisation and bureaucratisation.



i) Development from bottom

Theexponentsof second gpproach of development from the bottom, onthe contrary,
believethefairnessof intentionsand abilities of the peoplewho need devel opment.
They aregiven an opportunity to articulate their problemsaswell asthewaysto
solvethem. They aretrained and made capable, and are prepared for self-help.
Utilisations of resourcesfor development schemesisdecided, by the concerned
peoplethemselvesor by their representativesat thelocal level. Thus, thereisa
greater decentraisation of plansand higher participation of people.

Whilethe plannersrealise theimportance of devel opment from the bottom, and
clamthat they adopt thisapproach, in practice, they often adopt the approach of
development fromthetop. Theresultisineffectivenessof thedevel opment schemes.

iif) Sectoral development

onthebasisof ‘unit’ of development, as mentioned earlier, three approachesare
envisaged, viz., sectoral development, area development and target group
development. Sectora devel opment approach refersto formulation and execution
of schemesfor devel opment, of aparticular sector of economy like agricultureor
industry. For instance, theIndian plannersthought of developing industriesjust after
thelndependence. Thereforethey made plansto devel op technology or borrow it
from other countries. Stresswaslaid ontechnologica education. Many ingtitutes
and collegeswereestablished, independently or in collaborationwith other countries,
such asthe United States of America, Russiaand England.

Ontheother side, fundswere made availablefor heavy industries such astextile,
steel and cement. Later on, when the country faced afood problemintheearly
sixties, the plannersthought of developing theagricultura sector. Asaresult, many
agricultura universtieswereset up, whichhdpedinevolving highyidding varieties
of crops, insecticidesand pesticides, and farmimplements, likethreshers. Extension
services were made available to educate and persuade farmers, to adopt new
agricultural technology, and loanswere advanced to farmersquiteliberaly. You
have seentheresultsof theseeffortsintheform of thegreenrevolution. The country
isnow almost salf-reliant infood.

iv) Areadevelopment

All regionsarenot equally developed. Someare more affluent than others. The
underdevel opment of regionsisduetothelack of infrastructural devel opment-roads,
railways, electrification etc. or dueto the problemsof floodsand drought. When
schemesare devised for theinfrastructural development of an areaor region, we
call it areadevel opment approach. The Command Area Devel opment Scheme,
introduced in Indiain 1974 for the development of irrigation resourcesin certain
regions, illustratesthisapproach.

v) Target group development

Target group approach hasitsfocus on a particular category of people, such as
small farmers, women and farm labourers. Schemes, such as Small Farmers
Deveopment Agency (SFDA) and reservation of seatsin schoolsand colleges, and
inemployment for scheduled castes, exemplify thetarget group approach. Thereis
another approach to devel opment, which hasitsfocuson the overal development
of the peopleresidinginalocality —villageor town. Thisisknownasacommunity
development gpproach. Thisapproach laysstresson the devel opment of education,
hedlthfacilities, economic and socid activities, and other infrastructural facilities.
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Activity 2

Visit thelocal Block Development Officers(BDO's) officeinyour areaand
interview oneor two officersworking thereregarding the devel opment activities
goingoninthisarea. Thenatureand typesof programmesgoing on and its
impact onthedifferent communitiesinyour area. Writeareport of onepageon
“Social Development and therole of Government”. Compareyour notewith
other sudentsat your Study Centreand discussyour findingswith your Academic
Counsdlor.

Check Your Progress3
Note: @) Usethespacegivenbelow for your answers.
b) Compareyour answerswiththosegiven at theend of thisunit.

1)  Economicgrowthisasufficient and anecessary conditionto
stimulate development of all the sectionsof asociety. Tick the

correct box.

2)  Listoutthesocio-cultura dimensionsof development. Usefour linesfor your
answer.

3)  What arethefive gpproachesto social development? Usesevenlinesfor the
answer

344 |INDIAN EXPERIENCE OF DEVELOPMENT
AFTER INDEPENDENCE

There have been schemesand plans of development inalmost all dimensions of
socio economiclife, such ashedth, education, population control, industry, transport,
irrigation communication and agriculture. Itisneither possibleto present herealist
of al the development schemes, nor are you expected to know about all of them.
Therefore our main objective isto present asynoptic view of the development
schemesin India, introduced after Independencewith aview toillustrate some of
the approachesto devel opment, discussed in the preceding section.




After Independence, Indiadid not follow either the First or the Second World, it
adopted neither the capitalist (North American) nor the socialist model of
development. It adopted apath of development in-between thetwo models, which
isknown as‘ mixed economy’. Ontheonehand, Indiaencouraged private business
and industry and gave opportunity to big businesshouses, such astheBirlasand
Tata's, and other medium and small size entrepreneurs. Ontheother hand it has
almost full control, at least in principle, over al theentrepreneuria and business
activities.

3441 Socialist Path and Mixed Economy

The state also acts as an entrepreneur in setting up heavy industries, such asthe
manufacture of steel and generation of dectricity. Thebankshave been nationaised.
Thestatehasfull control over railwaysand postal departments. These measures
areillugrativeof asocidigt path of development. Ontheother hand, certainindustries
arereserved for private entrepreneurs—both small and large. Insomeindustries,
such astextileand cement, both private and state enterpriseshave been alowed to
operate. Inmany other activities, too, such aseducation, health and transport both
private and state agencieswork, either independently or in collaboration.

Itistruethat Indiaadopted a‘mixed’ path of devel opment, but scholarsdifferin
thelr opinion about thereal functioning of theeconomy. Oneview isthat India's
path of development isacapitalist one. Entry of statein heavy industrieswas, in
fact, meant to support private enterprise, in the sensethat theseindustriesdid not
yield high profitsand required along gestation period and high capital investment.
Hencethey did not attract private entrepreneurs, and at the sametimeindustrial
development wasnot possiblewithout basicindustries. Similarly, it hasbeenargued
that big enterprises still dominate over thesmall ones, and theindustria sector over
theagricultural one. Alsothereisaconcentration of economic power inafew big
business houses. The other view isthat our bias has been increasing towards a
socidist modd, asisevident from thefacts such asnationdisation of banks. These
arecontroversial argumentswhich cannot be sorted out here. Thefact remainsthat
Indiapursuesa‘ mixed’ path of development.

34.4.2 Sectoral Development

No doubt Indiahasprogressed alot inindustrial and agricultura sectors, but there
hasbeenrdatively lessprogressinthelatter. Many policiesand planswere adopted,
which showed results, that werefar bel ow the expectations. Themgor policiesfor
the devel opment of agriculture after Independence were: abolition of landlordism
(zamindari), consolidation of land holding, and land ceiling. Whereasthefirst two
policiessucceeded, thelast onewas madeineffective dueto severd factorsincluding
thevestedinterestsof largefarmers. However, duetoincreasein population there
hasanaturd curtaillment of farm sze, and it hasbeenthat further cellingonfarmsze,
will comeintheway of raising theproductivity. All these policiesreflect asectord
development gpproach.

The sectoral gpproach got further accentuated inthe* green’ and ‘ white' revolutions,
i.e., development of cash crops, and dairy products, respectively. Suchrevolutions
have not been widespread. They are confined to afew states, such as Punjab,
Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Maharashtra. Theimportant thing isthat the
farmers, eveninthese states, do not get remunerative returnsfrom farm produce,
because of an absence of check on therise of prices of farm inputs—machines,
fertilisers, insecticides, pesticidesetc., which comefromindustria sector, and aso
because of agtrict control onthe pricesof farm outputs, with therationa ethat high
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riseinthe pricesof food grainswill adversely affect the masses. Thisindicates
discrimination againg thefarm sector. Themgority of peopledepend upon agriculture
eventoday. Therefore non-remunerativefarm return keep the agricultura sections

inpoverty.

GREEN REVOLUTION WHITE REVOL
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Sectoral Approach to Development

34.4.3 Community Development and Cooper ative M ovement

Besidesthissectora approach, acommunity devel opment schemewasinitiatedin
1952for overdl development of villages. Thephilosophy of thisprogrammewasto
educate, encourage and enable the peopleto devel op themselves, with their own
effortsand resources. But the programmewasnot very successful. It wasredlised
that agreater participation of therural peoplein the preparation and execution of
development schemes was essential. In other words, it required a greater
administrative decentralisation. Hence Panchayati Rgy Systemwasintroducedin
1957. It envisaged athree-tier system, viz., Village Panchayat (viilage level),
Panchayat Samities (block level) and ZilaParishad (district level). Thissystem
involved the peopleat local level, in both planning and execution of development
schemes. It wasan effort towards devel opment from the bottom. But unfortunately
theunholy alliance betweentherura elite (rich farmers), onthe onehand, and the
adminigtrativeand political elites, ontheother, at theblock and district levelsmade
the systemweak.

Thesamefatemet the cooperativemovement. Indiawanted cooperativecultivation
on the Chinese pattern, inwhich theland isowned by the community (village) and



thefarmershavetheir shares. But thisdid not work in Indiadueto the country’s
political systemwhich did not permit abolition of private ownership of land, and
because thefarmersdid not surrender land to the community voluntarily, in spite of
theapped of “Bhoo Dan” (land donation) movement of VinobaBhave. However,
credit societieswhich granted short term agricultural credit did become popular.
But today many of the credit soci eties have become defunct, or are not functioning
effectively. Themember borrowersusudly becomedefaulters. Theimportant point
isthat thereisno spirit of cooperating among thelocal people, because most of the
affairsof these cooperatives are managed by the government or semi-government
officids, suchasthe Registrar, Managing Director, Administrator etc. Inmany cases
the nationalised banks provide fundsto cooperativesfor advancing loansto their
members.

Therurd credit cooperativearerd atively effectivein Maharaghtra, particularly among
the sugarcane producers, who also have cooperative sugar mills. Inother fields,
too, there are exceptionally successful casesof cooperative, viz., Milk Producers
Cooperativeat Anandin Gujarat. Anand Milk Producers Union Limited (AMUL)
emerged out of thefarmers cooperativeeffortsat thevillage of Anand which now
hasan important placeamong therural cooperativesin Asia.

34.4.4 Target Group Planning

Thereare many other rural development programmesfor certain target groups,
under the 20-point economic programmes. Integrated Rural Development
Programme (IRDP) isone of them which combinesboth the areadevel opment and
target group approaches, since it includes the Command Area Development
Programme. Drought Prone AreaProgramme and Small Farmers' Development
Agency. Asatarget group programme, itsfocusison the poorest of the poor, and
theunit of assistanceisthe‘family’, and not aperson. It proposesto cover about
3,000 familiesin each block over aperiod of fiveyears. Under IRDPthereare
gpecid programmesfor employment, like Training Rura Youth for Self-employment
(TRYSEM). Besidesthere are other programmes such as the National Rural
Employment Programme (NREP). Evauationreportsof theseprogramme, however,
indicatethefailureof the programmein reaching thered beneficiariesandinraising
their economic status. Theblameislaid ontheexecutive personnel, and therura
elitewho consumealarge share of the resources, meant for these programmes. In
other fieldsa so Indiahas made agood deal of progress. We have big hospital and
primary hedthcare centres. Lifeexpectancy hasincreased and many diseasessuch
asmalaria, Polio and small pox have been controlled, and infant mortality reduced.
Now we havealarge network of transport and communication. . But theresultsof
devel opment havereached largely the urban population. Rura peoplestill do not
have good schoals, proper eectrification, clean water and hospitals. Thereareno
good teachers, or proper infrastructure in schools, such asfurniture, including
blackboardsin many schools, and no doctors, nurse or medicinesin many primary
healthcare centres. Besides this we find increased unemployment, a state of
lawlessness, anincreasein socia and communal tension, and alack of social and
national concern. Thisshowsthat the country hasachieved more of aquantitative
than quditative devel opment.

However, intermsof socid political and economic awarenessindiaanditsvillages
aredoingfairly well. Being oneof thelargest Democratic nationsof theworld, with
anextremely vibrant political and economic structure, someamount of socia unrest
isinevitable. Thepoliciesof the Government are geared towardsremoving extreme
inequditiesand bringing about socid justice.
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Check Your Progress4
Note: a) Usethespacegivenbelow for your answers.
h)  Compareyour answerswiththosegiven at theend of thisunit.

1)  Whichpathof development hasbeenfollowed by Indiaafter itsIndependence?
Usethreelinesfor your answer.

2)  Integrated Rura Devel opment Programme (IRDP) isan exampleof sectord

development. Tick the correct box.

345 LET US SUM UP

Thisunit hasexplained that devel opment isamuch broader concept than economic
growth. It includes social, economic, moral, educational, physical and mental
development of people. Wediscussed the prevailingideasabout socia devel opment.
Then we reviewed the five approaches to social development. Inthe end, we
described the* mixed’ path of devel opment, i.e. acombination of capitalismand
socidism, followed by Indiatoday.

346 KEY WORDS

Ethnocentric . Bdief inthesuperiority of one’'sown group.

GrossNational . Itisthetotal flow of goods and services produced by the

Product (GNP) economy over aspecified time period, usualy oneyear.
Tothisnet incomeflowsfrom abroad isadded and outflow
issubtracted.

Value-laden . Attributingavaue, asgood or evil, desirableor undesirable,
to something.

Value-neutral . Interpreting objectively, without taking Sides.

34.7 FURTHER READINGS

Gore, M.S., 1973. Some Aspects of Social Devel opment, Tatalnstitute of Social
Sciences Mumbai.

Pandey, R., 1985. Sociology of Development: concepts, Theories and Issues,
Mittal Publishers: New Delhi.

Sharma, S.L., (ed) 1986. Development: Socio-cultural Dimensions. Rawat
Publication: Jaipur.

348 MODEL ANSWER TO CHECK YOUR
PROGRESS

Check Your Progress1

1)  Changeisavaue-neutra concept whiledevel opment isava ue-laden concept.
All cases of change do not indicate development. Only planned-desired
changes can betermed devel opment



2)

The developing countries depend upon the developed countries for
technological and financial aid. In the process of providing thisaid, the
devel oped countriestry to exploit thedevel oping countries. Thisviewiscaled
the dependency theory of development.

Check Your Progress2

1)
2)

3)

4)

TheUnited Statesof Americaand the United Kingdom.

a capitdist

b) woddigt

India, Pakistan, Thailand, Vietnam, Venezuel a, Nicaragua—these countries
aregenerdly identified asthe Third World countriesor the devel oping countries.
Common characteristics shared by the Third World countriesare:

a)  underdeveloped economy and technology

b)  awider meaning of development whichincludessocial transformation

c¢)  TheThirdWorld countrieswere pressurised by the devel oped countries
tofollow their dictates.

Check Your Progress3

1)
2)

3

No

Socio-cultural dimensions of devel opment are proper satisfaction of basic
needs, availability of necessary amenities, economic welfare, access to
educationa development, socid integration and minimisation of inequditiesin
Society.

Basing on the two criteria of the centralisation and decentralisation of

devel opment schemesand resources, thefiveapproachesto socid devel opment
ae

a  development fromthetop

b)  development fromthebottom
Cc)  sectora development

d  areadevelopment

€) target group development

Check Your Progress4

1)

2)

Indiahasfollowed a‘ mixed' path of development. Indiaencourage private
business and industry and also exercises almost full control on the
entrepreneurial and businessactivities. It hasrecently begantofocusonarea
devel opment and target group devel opment, thustaking care of socio-cultura
dimensionsof development.

No
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