
































society gets challenged, and we are told about a disciplinary society ~hl~osophy of 
Soctal Sclence 

characterised by a widespread network of surveillance machinery. 

Yes, post-modernists have caused a severe crisis. For them, there is no 
foundational truth (as put forward by Bacon and Descartes) that can 
prove to be objective, there is no universal1 totalising theory (like 
Marxism) that can overcome local contexts and heterogeneity, and there 
is no "superior" method (like science or positivism). Here is a situation, 
a typical post-modern condition, leading to relativism, incoherence and 
schizophrenia. 

But then, there are social scientists who do not give their consent to 
post-modernism, even when they see problems with modernity and 

, science. And this debate goes on. As you progress you wil l learn more 
about it and also participate in the debate. 

6.6 Conclusion 
In this unit we have tried to understand the philosophical bases of the 
social sciences and how different epistemological and metaphysical issues 
dealt within philosophy have had a bearing on various perspectives and 
methodologies of the social sciences. As you can see from the discussion 
in  this unit, there has been no single paradigm or theory which has 
dominated the social sciences, including sociology. Though sociology was 
influenced by natural science and its methodologies, especially in its 
early stages, in  an attempt to establish itself as a discipline, it has 
realised that the subject matter of sociology, involving as it is human 
beings, is not amenable to generalisations and laws of the Newtonian 
kind. With the discovery of increasingly different worldviews and particular 
cultures, it became difficult for sociologists to come up with universal 
explanations. Even i f  they did, the same came under heavy criticism. 
The increasing need to represent plurality has produced a new wave of 
critique leading to a post-modernist's valorisation of many methods and 

' in that almost everything is acceptable. 
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