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PERSPECTIVES ON THE STUDY OF INDIAN SOCIETY

INDOLOGY (G.S. GHURYE)

Indology literally means a systematic study of Indian society and culture.
Indologists claim that uniqueness of Indian civilization cannot be fitted into the
framework of European Sociology. They claimed that Indian society could be
understood only through the concepts, theories and frameworks of Indian
civilization. They rely primarily on the book view. It gives more importance to the
culture of Indian society than to the empirical structure. Indology is an
independent discipline in itself as well as an approach in Indian iology. In both
the versions; Indological studies comprise investigations of la i eliefs,
customs, taboos, codes, institutions, tools, techniques,
ceremonies and other related components of the India 1zation.
The mainstream of Indology, however, has been the i western scholars.
The sources of Indological studies are primarilyf cl

archaeological artefacts, and symbolic expressioms.
is to gain a deeper understanding of the Indian Cl&

3T ol ’

i o W' l'!"".H ol . % CRETL A i IR TR wi
Ammdnaana naile S B g gl d s gt ndii .
Indol consider ancient Sanskritic texts and manuscripts as a rich source
for the study of Indian society

As an independent discipline, Indology is much older than sociology in India. The
first important centre of Indology was started by Sir William Jones at Kolkata in
1784 AD. By 1886 the Theosophical Society at Adyar had started Indological
studies of its own kind. In 1891, the Oriental Research Institute, Mysore was
started. Oriental institute, Baroda, was started in 1893. The Bhandarkar Institute,
Pune, was established in 1917. Thus, when the first department of Sociology was
started at Bombay University in 1919, the discipline called Indology was well
established in India. As a result, the founding fathers of Indian sociology were
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influenced by the Indological approach. In the writings of B.K. Sarkar, G.S. Ghurye,
Radhakamal Mukherjee, K.M. Kapadia, P.H. Prabhu and Iravati Karve, we have a
decisive influence of Indological approach.

Indological approach in Indian Sociology is influenced by the discipline of Indology
but it is not coterminous with Indology. All sociologists who have used Indological
approach are also influenced by other sociological perspectives. For example, in
the writings of G.S. Ghurye, there is a synthesis of Indological approach and
the diffusionist approach propagated by W.H.R Rivers. In the same way, in the
writings of Radhakamal Mukherjee, there is a synthesis between Indological
perspective and the empirical sociology of American variety. Secondly, Indology as a
discipline contains a variety of approaches and methods. There afe many schools

different schools of Indology. For example, B.K. Sarkar uenced by
the Indological studies of the Asiatic society founded by45i

William Jones or the German scholar M
Radhakamal Mukherjee was influenced by th
Coomaraswamy.

e same way,
ngs of Anand K.

Within Indological studies, there are of works-- one is called
Indology or India studies and the otk i
commonalities and differences b

seems to offer a sympathetic a ive aégount of the Indian society and culture.
Orientalism presents a rathe etic’dand negative account of the Indian
society and culture. Orie i to serve the need of the British Empire
and other colonial powers§ of wes Indology is said to be the labour of love

figures of Orientalist writ
enriched by Wi Jones,
Gueno, Louis [Renou and Bougle in France and Anand K. Coomaraswamy, Joseph
Campbell and iade in USA.

have sought to develop an empathic understanding of
is, however, a general tendency, among the Indologists, to
er the virtues of Indian culture or weaknesses of Indian culture. The
primarily the negative elements in Indian tradition and rationalises
activities as well as the British rule in India. Indologists, however,
overemphasise Indian spiritualism and underemphasise the achievements in the
realm of material culture and the practical wisdom of the common people of India.

The Indological approach within Indian Sociology is much developed, sophisticated
and nuanced than the writings of the British school of Indology. Within the broader
frameworks of Sociology it has enlarged our understanding of Indian family,
marriage, kinship, religion, art, culture, language, mythology and civilisation.

Later, under the influence of Louis Dumont and Mckim Marriott, culturological
writings on India have fruitfully utilized the insight of Indological approaches. T.N.
Madan has pleaded recently for the synthesis of Coomaraswamy and Levi-Strauss
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in the creative understanding of Indian society and culture. D.P. Mukherjee had
earlier pleaded for a synthesis of an understanding of the Indian tradition (provided
by Indologists) within the Marxian analytical framework of dialectics. All the major
sociologists before independence were influenced by Indological approach. Even
Srinivas had at time used Indological data to supplement his field work.

Then Indological approach rested on the assumption that historically Indian society
and culture are unique and that this contextual specificity of Indian social realities
could be grasped better through the texts. The use of the Indological approach
during the early formative years of Indian sociology and social anthropology is seen
in the works of S.V. Ketkar, B.N. Seal, B.K. Sarkar and G.S. Ghurye.

G.S rye- Founding Father of Indian Sociology (Above) Was
An Indologist

Bombay deweloped under the leadership of G.S. Ghurye. The range of

Ghurye rests and research is astounding. Exploration of diverse
as lture and society through the use of Indological sources
perm e's otherwise shifting intellectual concerns and empirical research
pursuits: onographs on Indian Sadhus (1964), on Religious Consciousness
(1965), on Gotra and Charan as the two Brahminical Institutions (1972) among

others reflect that enduring concern. Ghurye also maintained the tradition
established by civilian-scholars of studying races and tribes in India (1943, 1963,
1969). Later generations of Indian sociologists and social anthropologists- were to
use these inexhaustible themes for their researches.

Although trained in the craft of Indology, Ghurye was not averse to the fieldwork
tradition of social and cultural anthropology. His field survey of sex habits of
middle class people in Bombay, conducted in the 1930s (Ghurye, 1938) and the
monograph on the Mahadev Kolis demonstrated that far from promoting an
armchair textual scholarship, Ghurye introduced a down-to-earth empiricism in
Indian sociology and social anthropology.

4
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The sweep of Ghurye's works and the wide range of his intellectual interest have
had a profound influence on the development of the twin disciplines in India. Like a
discreet butterfly Ghurye moved from one theme to another with equal interest,
erudition, and ability. He showed India to be an inexhaustible mine where
sociologists and social anthropologists could conduct endless explorations. He
indicated innumerable but unexplored dimensions of Indian society, culture, and
social institutions which would occupy social analysts for decades if they had both
the desire and the ability to 'know'. This rare spirit of inquiry and commitment to
advancing the frontiers of knowledge was one of Ghurye's precious gifts to Indian
sociology and social anthropology diversified interests are also reflected in the great
variety of works his research students produced on themes ranging from family,
kinship structures, marriage, religious sects,
aboriginals, their customs and institutions, to
stratification, caste and class, education and society,
movement, social structure and social change in speci
India, and also urbanization, industrialization and relat

Ghurye’s rigour and discipline are now legenda
the application of theories to empirical exercise

methodology. Despite his training a i r W.H.R.V. Rivers and his
broad acceptance of the structu oach, Ghurye did not strictly
conform to the functionalist interpreting the complex facets of
Indian society and culture investigate. It would be appropriate

to characterize Ghurye titioler of theoretical pluralism. Basically
interested in inductive iSes and in depicting Indian social reality
ndological-his theoretical position bordered on
e conducted survey-type research involving
ction, he did not conform strictly to accepted methodological
en ventured into generalizations on the basis of scanty and
e (e.g., Ghurye 1968). It is also likely that Ghurye's flexible

primary data
canons. He
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STRUCTURAL FUNCTIONALISM (M.N. SRINIVAS)

Structural functional approach claims that Sociology is a universal science of
society and its concepts, theories and assumptions can be fruitfully utilised beyond
Europe for comparative analysis. It gives more importance to the empirical
structure in the field than to the normative framework of culture. This view
propagates a very rigorous and systematic fieldwork for the collection of data. The
central concept within this approach is social structure.

Social structure usually refers to any recurring pattern of social behaviour. It also
includes enduring, orderly and patterned relationships between elements of a
society. Different sociologists have defined social structure in different ways. We
may briefly refer to A. R. Radcliffe-Brown who inspired M.N. Sri to adopt the
structural functional approach towards the religion and soci
of South India.

M.N. Srinivas (Above) pioneered Structural Functionalism in India

To Radcliffe Brown the social structure is empirical reality existing at a single
moment of time, while the structural form is an abstraction from reality by the
investigator and implies a period rather than a moment of time. Fortes, Evans
Pritchard, Firth and Nadel use the term social structure broadly in this sense.
Radcliffe-Brown differentiates the culture of a society from its social structure. He
sees the culture of a society as its standardised mode of behaviour, thinking and
feeling. Social structure for him consists of the sum total of all the social
relationships of all individuals at a given moment in time. Radcliffe Brown's
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structural functional approach also distinguishes the forms (structures) of social
relations from their effects (functions). Radcliffe Brown further insists that culture
can only be studied scientifically as an aspect of social structure. Followers of
Radcliffe Brown acknowledge the inseparability of culture and social structure.

Structural functional approach in Indian Sociology is the most popular, most
developed and most coherent approach in Sociology after India’s independence.
This approach has been adopted to study village communities, caste structure,
family structure, kinship structure, religious structure, political structure etc. It
underlines the processes of structural cleavages (discontinuities) and differentiation
in societies for special attention. Problems of equality and inequality, study of
power structure, social stratification, changes in the demograghic and family
structure of Indian society have been studied by this approach.

for the
and society
India were
primarily an application of Radcliffe-Brown's ach with some
modifications. Srinivas had studied the str i e life, the structure of
family (Okka) and the structure of caste relati sing key concepts of
structural functionalism.

study of social categories such as caste and class a
nature of the society in India. M.N. Srinivas' studies

S.C. Dube’s studies of Indian villa, Changing Villages were conducted
alysis of structural changes in
India with the set of compar: tribe, caste and nation is another
example of structural app . eille's studies of caste, class and power
in a Tanjore village and i ture were based on the analytical categories
derived from Max Weber . T.N. Madan had studied family, marriage
and kinship from struc ional perspective but in the study of non
the ideo f householder in Indian culture, he used
pproaches. A.M. Shah studied the household dimension of Indian
family by usi ral approach but in the study of village life he used the

n one conceptual category and the application of comparative
metho defining features of structural functional approach in India.
Although of such studies were rooted in empirical fields, their theoretical and
conceptual “ schemes were useful for a broader generalisation. For example,
Srinivas' concepts such as the dominant caste, Sanskritisation, Westernisation and
his analytical distinction between Varna and Jati were useful in the understanding
of patterns of relationship at a more general level by generations of sociologists.
Structural approach in Indian Sociology includes a very wide spectrum of
viewpoints ranging from structural-functionalism to a synthesis of Karl Marx and
Max Weber.

The main limitations of the majority of structural studies include neglect of cultural
dimensions or historical dimensions. They, usually, overlook the hidden
contradictions and present a more consensual view of the social structure. Their
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strength lies in their rich empirical traditions and conceptual and theoretical
sophistications.

SRINIVAS ON STRUCTURAL - FUNTIONALISM

Mysore has been veritable laboratory of social anthropological research for M.N.
Srinivas. He wrote his first doctoral discussion on 'Social Organization of Mysore
Families', which was published in Mysore (1942). He then submitted his doctoral
dissertation on 'Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South India' to Oxford
University. This dissertation was published in book form under the same title, in
1952. In course of his field inquiry, he stayed in village Rampura 10 months in

unity of the village is expressed by village o
elders and dominant caste.

Concept of Sanskritization

Srinivas in his book, Religio iety ng Coorgs of South India (1952)
developed the concept of iti to understand the process of Social
Change taking place a e Hindus/tribals and other groups in
upward direction. Accord anskritization is the process by which a low
Hindu caste, or tribal, or ps having lower status, changes its customs,
rituals, ideology and way of 11 e direction of a high and frequently twice-born
caste (Dwij-Ja

A young boy having undergone the Upanayana (sacred thread) ceremony

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi



http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [e]s5381qu)s Call 99996 93744

Generally such changes are followed by a claim to a higher position in the caste
hierarchy than that traditionally conceded to the claimant caste by the local
community. The claim is usually made over a period of time, in fact, a generation or
two, before arrival is conceded. Occasionally, a caste claims a position which its
neighbours are not willing to concede. This type of disagreement between claimed
and conceded status may be not only in the realm of opinion, but also in the more
important realm of institutional practice. Thus, Harijan caste in Mysore do not
accept cooked food and drinking water from the Smiths, who are certainly one of
the touchable castes and, therefore, superior to Harijans. Even their claim to be
Vishwakarma Brahmins is not accepted. Similarly peasants (Okkaligas) and others
such as shepherds (Rumbas) do not accept cooked food and water from Marka

Ktishwaha Kshatriya and
ahlout Kshatriya. Some of
their members use titles like 'Sing like Rajputs of the area.
Previously, Koyeris did not wear now they have started wearing
it. Not only this, many lower ave started a Brahminical way of life.

They have given up non-vegetar nd unclean traditional occupations.
They take food after per; and making prayers. They read Ramayana
and Hanuman Chalisa dai f religious duty like Brahmins. Many of
them have long beard Tilak-mark on their forehead. By claiming

ly accompanied by, and often results in, upward mobility
but mobility may also occur without Sanskritization and
e mobility associated with Sanskritization results only in
the system and does not lead to any structural change. That

Sanskritization is not confined to Hindu castes, but also occurs among tribal and
semi-tribal groups like Gonds, Oraons, Cheros of Central India and the Pahadis of
the Himalayas. This usually results in the tribe undergoing Sanskritization
claiming to be a caste and therefore, Hindu. In the traditional system, the only way
to become a Hindu was to belong to a caste and the unit of mobility was usually a
group, not an individual or a family.

However, Srinivas has emphasized upon the Brahminical model of Sanskritization
and ignored the other models like Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra. Even the
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Brahminical model was derived from the Kannada, Tamil and Telugu Brahmins
and not from Brahmin caste in other regions.

Concept of Westernization

Srinivas in his book, Social Change in Modern India (1966) has attempted to
understand caste mobility and change in Indian society in terms of concepts like
Sanskritization, westernization, dominant caste and secularization.

Of two processes, Sanskritization and westernization, Sanskritization seems to
have occurred throughout Indian history and still continues to exist.
Westernization, on the other hand, refers to changes introduced into Indian society
during British rule and which continue in some cases with ad momentum in

independent India. \ )

Indian Railways played a crucial role in Westernization

Westernization unlike Sanskritization is not confined to any particular section of
Indian population, and its importance, both in the number of people it affects and
the ways in which it affects them, is steadily increasing. The achievement of
independence has in some ways quickened the process of westernization, and it is
not unlikely that independence was a necessary precondition of such acceleration.

It is beyond doubt that British rule produced radical and lasting changes in Indian
society and culture. It was unlike any previous period in Indian history as the
British brought with them new technology, institutions, knowledge, beliefs and
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values. The new technology and the revolution in communications enabled the
British to integrate the country as never before in its history. During the 19th
century, the British slowly laid the foundations of modern state by surveying land,
settling the revenue, creating a modern bureaucracy, army, police, courts, schools,
colleges, universities, railways, posts and telegraphs, roads and canals and printing
press. The profound and many sided changes brought about by them in Indian
society and culture deserve a volume in itself. One obvious result was that books
and journals with schools made possible the transmission of modern as well as
traditional knowledge to large number of Indians. Knowledge was now no longer the
privilege of a few hereditary groups. The newspapers made the people, dwelling in
different parts of the world, aware of each other.

Christian missionaries from Europe knew India long before t

human sacrifice and slavery (1833). The In
sided and fruitful.

about in Indian society and cultur oven 150 years of British rule.
The term also subsumes at di hnology, institutions, ideology and
values.

lly between westernization and the two other

processes usu oncomitant it -- urbanization and industrialization.

There is com nsus among the scholars that industrial revolution resulted
in an i ate of urbanization and highly industrialized areas are
treated a nized, but urbanization is not a simple function of

have references about urban cities of Indus Valley culture and
place i ith ancient civilizations of India like Gaya, Prayag, Varanasi etc.

While the most westernized groups are generally found in big cities, a caution must
be uttered against equating westernization with urbanization. Even in a country
such as India, it is possible to come across groups inhabiting rural areas which are
more westernized in their style of life man many urban groups. The former are to
be found in areas where plantation or commercial crops are grown or which have a
tradition of supplying recruits to the Indian army.

Westernization results not only in the introduction of new institutions (for example,
newspapers, elections, Christian missions etc. but also changes in old institutions.
Thus, while India had schools long before the arrival of the British, they were
different from British introduced schools in that they had been restricted to upper
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caste children and transmitted mostly traditional knowledge. Other institutions
such as army, civil service, law courts etc. were similarly affected.

Westernization and Modernization

A popular term for the changes brought about in a non-western country by contact,
direct or indirect with a western country is modernization. Daniel Lerner in his
book, The Passing of Traditional Society (1958: 45-49), has opted for the term
modernization over westernization after considering the suitability of both.
According to him, modernization includes a disquieting positivist spirit touching
public institutions as well as private aspirations. But positivist spirit is not enough,
a revolutlon is essential. Modermzatlon is also marked by mcreas'ng urbanization

Modernization also implies social mobility.

A mobile society has to entourage rationality for t
individual behaviour and conditions its rewar

involves the rationalization of end
should be rational and the sulgj

therefore, non-rational.
their rationality. Rational
of social action.

odernization, is ethically neutral. It does not

and culture, a tendency that gradually become stronger with the
communications, growth of towns, cities, increased spatial mobility
and spread of education. The two World Wars and Mahatma Gandhi's civil
disobedience campaigns, both socially and politically mobilized the masses, also
contributed to increased secularization. After independence, there began a
deepening as well as broadening of the secularization process, as witnessed in such
measures as the declaration of India as a secular state, the constitutional
recognition of equality of all citizens before law, the introduction of universal adult
suffrage, and the undertaking of a programme of planned development.

As mentioned earlier, that Sanskritization is also spreading and it seems
paradoxical that both Sanskritization and secularization are gaining ground in
modern India. Of the two, secularization is a more general process- affecting all
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Indians, while Sanskritization affects only Hindus and tribal groups. Broadly, it
would be true to say that secularization is more marked among the urban and
educated groups and Sanskritization among the lower Hindu castes and tribes. It is
necessary; however; to reiterate that one of the results of westernization of a
country (secularization is subsumed under westernization) - is a reinterpreted
Hinduism in which Sanskritic elements are predominant.

Secularization promotes S tizagion: Vaishno Devi (left) Darshan has been
elicopter service (right)

The term secularization i ies that what was previously regarded as religious is

now ceasing to such. It i ies a process of differentiation which results in
various aspegfs of a society- economic, political, legal and moral, becoming
increasingly d relation to each other. The distinction between church and
state; a cept of secular state, both assume the existence of such
differenti

Ano ess€ntialPelement in secularization is rationalism, a comprehensive
expres d to various theoretical and practical tendencies which aim to

interpret universe purely in terms of thought or which aim to regulate
individual and social life in accordance with the principles of reason and to
eliminate as far as possible or to relegate to the background everything irrational.
Rationalism involves, among many other things, the replacement of traditional
beliefs and ideas by modern knowledge.

Hindus were more affected by the secularization process than any of the other
religious groups in India. The concepts of pollution and purity of Hinduism were
greatly weakened as a result of variety of factors. Different sections of Hindus are
affected in different degrees. The effect of secularization can be seen in daily life,
rituals, ceremonies, occupations etc.

13
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Concept of Dominant Caste

M.N. Srinivas developed the concept of dominant caste on the basis of long and
continued study in Rampura in his paper entitled, 'Dominant Caste in Rampura'
(American Anthropologist). According to him, a feature of rural life in many parts of
India is the existence of a dominant land owning caste.

For a caste to be domi i ] /n a sizable amount of the arable land
locally available, have bers and occupy a high place in local
ttributes of dominance, it may be said to enjoy
ere may be more than one dominant castes in a
ccording to him, a caste may be said to be dominant when it
ically over the other castes and when it also wields
nd political power. A large and powerful caste group can

council of the dominant caste tries to create a structure of authority within each
group it has to deal with. The dominant caste plays a very important role in the
settlement of disputes, which are settled by the traditional village and caste council
and not by modern statutory Panchayat. The leaders of dominant caste not only
settle disputes between members of different castes but are also frequently
approached by non-dominant castes for settlement of their inter caste and even
domestic disputes.

According to Srinivas, there are four factors related to dominant caste. They are:
numerical strength, control of resources, i.e. land, possession of political power,
and socio-religious status. New factors affecting dominance have emerged in the
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last eighty years or so. Western education, jobs in the administration and urban
sources of income are all significant in contributing to the prestige and power of
particular caste groups in the village. The introduction of adult franchise and
Panchayati Raj (local self government at village, tehsil, and district level) since
independence has resulted in giving a new sense of self respect and power to low
castes particularly Harijans, who enjoy reservation of seats in all elected bodies
from village to union Parliament. The long term implications of these changes are
probably even more important, especially in those villages where there are enough
Harijans to sway the local balance of power one way or the other. In the traditional
system, it was possible for a small number of people belonging to a high caste to
wield authority over the entire village, when they owned a large quantity of arable
land and had a high ritual position. Now, however, in many p of rural India,
power has passed into hands of numerically large land ownin
likely to remain there for some time, except in villages

in the wider region, will still count locally bec network of ties binding it
to its dominant relatives. What is equ ort t others in the village will
be aware of the existence of this Coun ise, a caste which enjoys
dominance in only one village, wi 1 o reckon with the Caste which
enjoys regional dominance.

S.C. Dube (1961) and B.
his concept of dominant
individual dominates in

978) have disagreed with Srinivas over
olds that instead of any caste group, an
. He is of the opinion that power remains
her than diffused in the caste. Roy Burman

nderstand the diversity within Hinduism in India, M.N. Srinivas
ncept of spread in his book, Religion and Society among Coorgs of
952). According to him, Hinduism has a long history in course of
which it has spread over the whole India. Buddhism, in origin a Hindu schism, is
now religion of great part of Asia. While explaining the concept of spread, Srinivas
has talked about four types of Hinduism. They are: (i) local Hinduism, (ii) regional
Hinduism, (iii) all India or national Hinduism and (iv) peninsular Hinduism.

According to Srinivas, local Hinduism has a local spread, in which Hindus
inhabiting in a local area share common beliefs, rituals and performances. Regional
Hinduism has a more restricted spread over a particular region in terms of common
cultural, linguistic and geographical boundary within a country. According to him,
in Malabar, Coorg proper is a smaller area within it. All India Hinduism is common
Hindu beliefs, rituals and festivals shared by all Hindu inhabitants of the nation.
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For instance, places like Gaya, Ganga Sagar, Kurukshetra, Rameshwaram etc.
attract Hindus of all parts of the country on different religious occasions. The great
Hindu festivals like Holi, Dashara, Dipawali, etc. are celebrated by Hindus
inhabiting in all parts of the country. Peninsular Hinduism spreads over the entire
part of Indian peninsula.

Concept of Vertical and Horizontal Caste Solidarity

M.N. Srinivas in his books, Caste in Modern India (1962) and Caste in Modern
India and Other Essays (1962), opines that Varna model has produced a wrong and
distorted image of caste. He considers it necessary for the sociologist to free himself
from the hold of Varna model, if he wishes to understand t caste system,
specially in the middle regions which are missed under the i nce of Varna

between various facets of castes and sub castes in co
setting.

share common rituals, belie
language. Thus, Brahmin and central India share more or less
Srinivas calls this solidarity among the

s came into existence. Srinivas (ed) book, India’s Villages
irteen articles contributed by 5 American, 5 British and 3
American anthropologists were Beals, Mandelbaum,

book were: Bailey, Collin, Carstairs, Miller and Newell. Indian anthropologists were:
Dube, Sharma and Srinivas. Except one paper by Mandelbaum, all papers were
based on fieldwork conducted by them in different villages of India. These papers
reveal several important concepts as well as preliminary methodological and
theoretical leads concerning rural sociology. The concepts of Sanskritization,
dominant caste, universalization, parochialization, unity and extension, caste ties,
intercaste ties etc. are among the major leads which found fuller treatment in later
works on village studies.
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MARXIST SOCIOLOGY (A.R. DESAI)

Akshay Ramanlal Desai (1915-1994) consistently advocated and applied dialectical-
historical model in his sociological studies. Desai was greatly influenced by Marx,
Engels and Trotsky. He was one of the pioneers in introducing the modern Marxist
approach to investigations of Indian society. Desai alone among Indian sociologists
consistently applied Marxist methods in his treatment of Indian social structure
and its processes. He was a doctrinaire Marxist. He rejects any interpretations of
tradition with reference to religion, rituals and festivities. It is essentially a secular
phenomenon. The nature of tradition is economic. He finds it in family, village and
other social institutions. He also does not find the origin of tradition in western
culture.

Desai studied Indian society from Marxian perspective a
fruitfully. His studies of nationalism and its social confi

would change. Desai thinks that
relations, the change in the latter ]
this context that he thinks that c i *grate with the creation of new
social and material conditio stries, economic growth, education,

etc.

He considers that the ergingl co ictions in the Indian process of social
transformation arise m fr the growing nexus among the capitalist
bourgeoisie, the rural pet oisie and a state apparatus, all drawn from

similar social s. This thwarts the aspirations of the rural and industrial

se of its sheer power and of its skilful stratagems. The

Pre- British India:

Indian village was a self-sufficient unit in pre-British period. The village population
was mainly composed of peasants. The peasant families enjoyed traditional
hereditary right to possess and cultivate its holding from generation to generation.
Village economy was based on agriculture carried on with the primitive plough and
bullock power and handicraft by means of primitive equipment. The village council
was the de facto owner of the village land and represented the village community.
All exchange of products produced by the village workers was limited to the village
community. The village did not have any appreciable exchange relations with the
outside world.
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Further, the society almost completely subordinated the individual to the caste,
family and the village panchayat. Indian culture was feudal and predominantly
mystical in character. This was due to the fact that the society was economi-cally
on a low level, stationary and socially rigid. Whatever changes occurred were
quantitative and not qualitative in character.

British Impact- Transformation of Indian Society:

The transformation of the pre-British India from feudal econ
economy was a result of the British conquest of India. The Bri
adopted the capitalist path of development in their political andpeco
at three levels, viz., trade, industry and finance. Introdfietion O
reforms by the British government disrupted the old ecog@mic§ystem:

esai @rgues that British rule in India created the conditions that were
conducive for the rise of Indian nationalism

It decayed the old land relations and artisans with the emergence of new land
relations and modern industries. In place of village commune appeared modern
peasant proprietors or Zamindars, as private owners of land.

The British impact not only led to the transformation of the economic anatomy of
Indian society, but also its social physiognomy. The class of artisans disappeared
with modern industry. It gave rise to new class structure in agrarian society with
categories like Zamindars, tenants, peasant proprietors, agricultural labourers,
moneylenders and merchant class. Further, the new land revenue system,
commercialization of agriculture, fragmentation of land etc. also led to the
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transformation of Indian village. All these resulted in growing polarization of classes
in agrarian areas, poverty in rural areas and exploitation by the owners of land.

Similarly, in urban society, there were capitalist industrial working class, petty
traders, professional class like doctors, lawyers, engineers etc.

The British also introduced railways, postal services, centralized uniform law,
English education, modern industry etc, which brought qualitative change in
Indian society. Although the British government had various exploitative
mechanisms in India, but unintentionally these efforts led to unification of Indian
society. Role of railways and press was significant.

These brought the scattered and disintegrated Indians into

British rule. He applied historical-dialectic
types of movements — rural and urban

clas$§) structure, social mobility,
i ook was a trendsetter not

Isof 3 HeWwiay it cross-fertilized sociology with

J

history. Desai employed productio
social background of Indian ional

r Independence:

the theories of modernization accepted by a large number of
academic lishments. He clearly stated that in reality the concept assumed
modernization on capitalist path a desirable value premise. It, however, served as a
valuable ideological vehicle to the ruling class pursuing the capitalist path.

Indian state evolved its bourgeois constitution and the leadership is representing
capitalist class and is reshaping the economy and society on capitalist path. The
slogan of socialistic pattern is a hoax to create illusion and confuse the masses.
The real intentions and practices are geared to the development on capitalist lines.
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According to Desai, the bourgeoisie is the dominant class in India. The Indian
society is based on the capitalist economy. The dominant culture in our country is
therefore the culture of the dominant capitalist class. Indian capitalism was a by-
product of imperialist capitalism.

Indian capitalism was born during the declining phase of world capitalism when,
due to the general crisis of capitalism, even in advanced capitalist countries, the
ruling bourgeoisie, not cognizant of the cause of the crisis, have been increasingly
abandoning rationalism and materialist philosophies and retrograding to religio-
mystical world outlooks.

Desai argues that Indian bourgeoisie built up a funda
democratic state, which has been imparting modern,
liberal democratic education. This class and its i

crude mythological culture rampant among
culture of the Indian people today.

The social role played by this eac ary since it gives myopic picture of
the physical universe and i , a misexplanation of the fundamental
causes of the economic piates the consciousness of the masses
and tries to divert the 1 advancing on the road of specific solutions of
their problems.

Agrarian strug independence, Desai suggests, are waged by the newly-
ertied classes as well as the agrarian poor, especially the agrarian

e former fight for a greater share in the fruits of
r comprising pauperized peasants and labourers belonging to

Desai also highlighted the repressive role of the state and the growing resistance to
it. Desai wrote about the violation of the democratic rights of minorities, women,
slum dwellers in urban India, press and other media by the state.

In his studies of nationalism, analysis of rural social structure, the nature of
economic and social policies of change in India and the structure of state and
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society, he has consistently tried to expose the contradictions and anomalies in
policies and process of change resulting from the capitalist-bourgeoisie interlocking
of interest in the Indian society.

According to Desai, the polarization of class interest, especially of the bourgeoisie,
is the foundation of modern society in India. It has thus inherent in it the class
contradictions and the logic of its dialectics. This has been thoroughly exposed by
Desai in his several writings.

Relevance of Marxist Approach:

functionalism dominated sociological research in I
by these imperialistic influences continued to
from the perspective of Marxist scholarship.
Sociological Conference, Desai narrated tha
in India are basically non-Marxist, and

India break through t
influential approach and

ere of allergy towards this profound and
ate to study the growing body of literature

According tof him/the Marxist approach helps one to raise relevant questions,

es in the right direction, formulate adequate hypotheses, evolve
ts, adopt and combine appropriate research techniques and locate
the central tendencies of transformation with its major implications.

Desai highlights certain crucial aspects of Marxist approach to the study of Indian
society. The Marxist approach helps to understand the social reality through the
means of production, the techno-economic division of labour involved in operating
the instruments of production and social relations of production.
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For understanding the post-independence Indian society, the Marxist approach
focuses on the specific type of property relations which existed on the eve of
independence and which are being elaborated by the state as the active agent of
transformation both in terms of elaborating legal-normative notions as well as
working out actual policies pursued for development and transformation of Indian
society into a prosperous developed one. Hence, the Marxist approach will help the
Indian scholars to designate the type of society and its class character, the role of
the state and the specificity of the path of development with all the implications.

Desai argues that property relations are crucial because they shape the purpose,
nature, control, direction and objectives underlying the pr tion. Further,
property relations determine the norms about who shall get h uchjand omywhat
grounds.

In brief, the Marxist approach gives central impor
analyzing any society. It provides “historical sp
Moreover, “this approach recognizes the
revolutionary changes of the breaks in histor
one socio-economic formation to anoth

prope structure in
cial phenomena”.

Marxist analysis of Indian soci

Marx pointed out that -formations within a society could not be
understood adequately i context of the historical level. Thus, the
Marxist approach endeav te, within a specific society, the forces which

into a new o
productive po

higher form of social organization, which would unleash the
of mankind to a next higher level. He further argues that changes

need to from the perspective of production relations. And it is
precisely ethod he/has applied

Th ch further considers that focusing on the type of property
relatio iling in the Indian society as crucial-axial element for properly
understa the nature of transformation that has been taking place in the
country

This approach does not demand crude reducing of every phenomenon to economic
factor; it also does not deny the autonomy, or prevalence of distinct institutional
and normative features peculiar to a particular society. For instance, according to
Desai, it does not deny the necessity of understanding the institution like caste
system, religions, linguistic or tribal groups or even specific cultural traditions
which are characteristics of the Indian society.

The Marxist approach, in fact, endeavors to understand their role and the nature of
their transformation in the larger context of the type of society, which is being
evolved, and understand them in the matrix of underlying overall property relations
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and norms implicit therein, which pervasively influence the entire social economic
formation.

Desai feels that adoption of the Marxist approach will be helpful in studying the
industrial relations, not merely as management-labour relations, but as capital-
labour relations, and also in the context of the state wedded to capitalist path of
development, shaping these relations.

Similarly, it will help understand the dynamics of rural, urban, educational and
other developments, better as it will assist the exploration of these phenomena in
the larger context of the social framework, which is being created by the state
shaping the development on capitalist path of development.

and approaches to study, which may expose the
welfare neutral state and reveal it as basically a capi

Conclusion:

A.R. Desai ably showed how the Marxi proach applied in understanding
Indian social reality. Desai undertak afieconomic interpretation of Indian
society. Desai applies historical teria ework for understanding the

transformation of Indian socie

India that he presents very clearly shows
ia’s economy and production relations.

propertied €l&sses and suppressing the struggles of the exploited classes.

Desai also took on the traditional communist parties and the Marxist scholars who
spoke of the alliance with the progressive bourgeoisie, of semi-feudalism, of foreign
imperialist control over Indian economy, and who postulated a ‘two-stages theory of
revolution’ or accepted a ‘peaceful parliamentary road to socialism’ in India.

What is wrong with Desai is that he was very profound when he applies principles
of Marxism in analyzing Indian situation but fails at the level of empirical support.
Yogendra Singh considers that the main limitation of Desai’s approach is the lack
of substantial empirical data in support of his major assertions, which can easily
be challenged.
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Desai remarked on the absence of a comprehensive analysis of the class character,
class role and the economic, repressive, ideological functions of the post-
independence Indian state by scholars. Further, Desai argues that the methodology
adopted by social scientists is apt to understand social reality from the ideology of
capitalism. But that is a false finding.

Desai’s works include a number of edited volumes on rural sociology, urbanization,
labour movements, peasant struggles, modernization, religion, and democratic
rights. They are a rich source of reference material for students, researchers and
activists. The large amount of work produced by Desai is also testimony to the
missionary zeal with which he carried on his endeavour.

Desai not only did give notice to the mainstream that Marx“fias a ce in Indian
sociology, but also he provided a forum for radicalseminided sc@iglars’to broaden
their horizon of research.
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IMPACT OF COLONIAL RULE ON INDIAN SOCIETY

SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF INDIAN NATIONALISM

Traditional Indian historiography explains rise and growth of Indian nationalism in
terms of Indian response to stimulus generated by British Raj through creation of
new institutions, new opportunities, resources etc. In other words, the growth of
Indian national consciousness in the latter half of the nineteenth century was not
to the liking of British colonial rulers. At first, British scholars and administrators
denied the existence of any feeling of nationality in India. In 1883 J.R. Seeley
described India as mere 'geographical expression' with no sense whatsoever of
national unity. In 1884 John Strachey, an ex-civil servant, told the alumni of

India that there is not, and never was an India". He further f will
never become a united nation.
When the closing decade of the 19th century and firs Oth century

demonstrated that nationalism had grown and
scholars struck a new posture. The authors of t eport claimed credit
that British rule was the harbinger of nationalis i ia; it wrote, “The
politically-minded Indians....are intellectu i They have imbibed

was the child of the British
nationalism was an unwante
sought to strangle it subs%nt

orgot to mention that Indian
hom it refused to feed at birth and

Nationalism is part of our daily lives today

It would be more correct to say that Indian nationalism was partly the product of a
worldwide upsurge of the concepts of nationalism and right of self determination
initiated by the French Revolution, partly the result of Indian Renaissance, party
the offshoot of modernisation initiated by to British in India and partly developed

as a strong reaction to British imperial policies in India.
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1. Impact of British Rule British colonial rulers followed modern methods-
political, military, economic and intellectual---to establish and continue their
stranglehold over India and for fuller economic exploitation of India's resources. A
dose of modernization was an essential concomitant of the colonial scheme of
administration and this modernization, distorted thought it was-generated some
developments and one of these was growth of Indian nationalism.

2. Political Unity of India Imperial Britain conquered whole of India from the
Himalayas in the north to Cape Comorin in the South and from Assam in the east
to the Khyber Pass in the west. They created a larger state than that of the
Mauryas or the great Mughals. While Indian provinces were under direct British
rule, Indian states were under indirect British rule. The Britishg sword imposed

communal, regional and linguistic dissensions,
establishment of political unity fostered the spirit of one

After the chaotic conditions of 18th century e aggressive wars
waged by European trading companies), t tablished peace and
orderly government in India. British scholar ide in the fact that Pax
time in India.

The British also established a hi .
Percival Griffiths refers to the i i British administration to be its most

important characteristic i.e_ th tal¥character of administration did not
change with the change istrators like Secretaries of State and Viceroys

(as had been the case mpires in India). Further, administrative
unification had importa in many other fields. A highly-trained,

India. A unifi
throughout t

dicial setup, codified civil and criminal law rigorously enforced
and breadth of the country imparted a new dimension of

political erto cultural unity that had existed in India for centuries.
In the woxds van, the British Raj was like a steel-frame which held the
inj dia fogether till the gradual process of internal growth had joined
the s, knit up torn fibres and enabled the patient to regain inner

4. Developmient of rapid means of transport and communications

The necessities of administrative convenience, considerations of military defence
and urge for economic penetration and commercial exploitation were the drives
behind planned development of modern means of transport. A network of roads
linked one province with another and the metropolitan centers with mofussil areas.

For more than anything else the development of railways has unified the country.
The construction of railways began in India in the 1850s and by 1880 some 8500
miles of rail track had been built, extending to 25000 miles by 1900. Apart from
many other advantages, the railways have facilitated the growth of nationalism. As
early as 1865 Edwin Arnold wrote, "Railways may do for India what dynasties have
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never done-- what the genius of Akbar the Magnificent could not effect by
government, nor the cruelty of Tipu Saheb by violence- they have made India a
nation". The development of the modern postal system and the introduction of
electric telegraph in the 1850s helped to unify the country. A cheap 1/2 anna
uniform postage rate for inland letters and still cheaper rates for transmission of
newspaper and parcels brought about a transformation in the social, educational,
intellectual and political life of the people. National literature could be circulated
through the post offices that operated in every nook and comer of the country. The
electric telegraph brought about a revolution in the speedy transmission of
messages.

Thus, the modern means of communications enabled people livin different parts

istence nor
by modern

Sabha, the All-India Muslim League could neither h
could function on a national scale without the

f modern system of
rn western ideas which in
Charles E. Trevelyan, T.B.

nce of the British connection with India would be neither
itain, for cultural and commercial bonds would continue".
rent note, though the end-result he envisaged was not very
rse of a speech before the House of Commons in 1833,

subjects into a capacity for better government; that having become
instructed in European language, they may, in some future age demand European
institutions".

The English system of education though conceived by the rulers in the interests of
efficient administration opened to the newly educated Indians the floodgates of
liberal European thought. The liberal and radical thought of European writers like
Milton, Shelley, Bentham, Mill, Spencer, Rousseau and Voltaire inspired the Indian
intelligentsia with the ideals of liberty, nationality and self-government and made
clear to them the anachronism of British rule in India.
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The newly-educated class usually adopted the professions of junior administrators,
lawyers, doctors, teachers etc. Some of them visited England to receive higher
education. While in England they saw with their own eyes the working of political
institutions in a free country. On their return to India, these persons found the
atmosphere cringing and slavish with the total denial of basic rights to citizens.
These vilayat returned Indians with the ever-expanding English educated class
formed the middle class intelligentsia. This English educated intelligentsia,
somewhat conscious of political rights, found that despite the promises contained
in the Charter Act of 1833 and the Queen's Proclamation of 1858 the doors of
higher services remained closed to the Indians. This realization drove discontent
and frustration among them and this discontent proved infectious. Aurobindo and
many others turned nationalist only after the doors of the co d service were
closed to them. These intelligent and well-informed persons fo nucleus for
the newly arising political unrest and it was this sectio icty ;Which
provided leadership to the Indian political association.

The spread and popularity of the English language i
educated Indians a common language-a lingu e medium of

difficult for the Bengalis, the Punjabis, the Tamili aharashtrians etc., to
come on a common platform or organis all-India character.

and vernacular was another offshoo rule in India. It was the Europeans
who first set up printing pr i i published newspapers and other
ress came into existence and developed
erous restrictions imposed on the press

an unprecedented growth of Indian-owned
rs. In 1877 there were about 169 newspapers
languages and their circulation reached the

fighting out public controversy and promoting nationalism.
e Indian Mirror, the Bengalee, the Amrita Bazar Patrika,
le, the Hindu Patriot, the Mahratta, Kesari, Andhra Prakasika, The

exposed the excesses of British Indian administration apart from popularizing
among the people the ideas of representative government, liberty, democratic
institutions, home rule and independence. It may not be an exaggeration to state
that the press became the mirror of Indian nationality and the primary medium of
popular public education.
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7. Rise of the Middle Class Intelligentsia

British administrative and economic innovations gave rise to a new urban middle
class in towns. The new class readily learnt English for it promoted employment
and gave a sense of prestige. This class, prominent because of its education, new
position and its close ties with the ruling class came to the forefront. P. Spear
writes, “The new middle class was a well integrated all-India class with varied
background but a common foreground of knowledge, ideas and values ... It was a
minority of Indian society, but a dynamic minority.... It had a sense of unity of
purpose and of hope”. This middle class proved to be the new soul of modern India
and in due course infused the whole of India with its spirit. This class, provide
leadership to the Indian National Congress in all its stages of growt

8. Influence of Historical Researches Historical researches in

conducted mostly by European scholars like Max Mulle oth,
Session etc opened new vistas of India's rich cultural lar, the
excavations conducted by archaeologists like onningham
created a new picture of India's past glory and gr pressive than

that of ancient civilisations of Greece and Ro
and Upanishads for their literary merit and
The theory put forward by European scholars ryans belonged to the
same ethnic group of mankind from whi emmed alljthe nations of Europe gave
a psychological boost to educated Indi
to the educated Indians and ins

nationalism.

9. Impact of Contempora ments Contemporary strong currents of
nationalist ideas which whole of Europe and South America did
stimulate Indian nationalism. r of nation states came into existence in

South America on the rui anish and Portuguese empires. In Europe the
national liberati movemen reece and Italy in general and of Ireland in

by these nationalist movements. We find Surendranath
ivering lect@tes on Joseph Mazzini and the Young Italy movement
i i Rai very often referred to the campaigns of Garibaldi and
rbonaris in his speeches and writings. Thus, European

educated Irldians began to examine afresh their religious beliefs and customs and
their social practices in the light of new knowledge of western science and
philosophy which they had acquired. The result was various religious and
social reform movements in Hindu religion like the Brahmo Samaj, the Prarthana
Samaj, the Arya Samaj, the Ramakrishna Mission and the Theosophical Society.
Similar movements reformed Muslim, Sikh and Parsi societies also.

In the religious sphere the reform movements combated religious superstition,
attacked idolatry, polytheism and hereditary priesthood. In the social sphere, these
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movements attacked the caste system, untouchability and other social and legal
inequalities, these movements were progressive in character for they sought
reorganisation of society on democratic lines and on the basis of ideas of individual
equality, social equality, reason, enlightenment and liberalism.

Most of the religious societies had no political mission; all the same whosoever
came under their influence rapidly developed a sense of self respect and spirit of
patriotism. Since many reform movements drew their inspiration from India's rich
cultural heritage, these promoted pan Indian feelings and spirit of nationalism.

11. Racialism One unfortunate legacy of the Rebellion of 1857 was the feeling of
racial bitterness between the rulers and the ruled. The Punch cartgoned Indians as
half-gorilla, half-negroes. The Anglo Indian bureaucracy develo n attitude of
arrogance and contempt towards the Indians. They so
conclusion that the only argument that worked effective

referred to as a nation of liars, perjurers an
produced books glorifying the western races
approach evoked a reaction in the Indian
the defensive.

disastrous. Jawaharlal Nehru ha i he Indian viewpoint when he
writes, "The economy of Indi to as high a stage as it could reach
prior to the Industrial oreign political domination...led to
destruction of the eco ilt up, without anything positive or

measure”. The general obj ish policies-even though claimed to be social
s a systematic destruction of traditional Indian

economy.
The shagp reac iscriminatory British economic and fiscal policies gave rise
to economicimati i in India. In the first half of the nineteenth century Britain
wasdin the Industrial Revolution and-needed cheap raw material and a
mar er industrial products. Interests of imperial Britain required that
Indian be subordinated to British capital. Policies of India in all fields -

agricultur eavy industry, finance, tariffs, foreign capital investment, foreign
trade, banking etc. were all geared to the preservation of the colonial economy.

In spite of British intentions to the contrary, modern capitalist enterprise made a
beginning in India in the 1860s. This development alarmed the British textile
manufacturers who started clamouring for revision of Indian tariff rates to suit
their sectional interests. The classic example is the controversy of Cotton Duties
which were frequently shuffled at the lobbying of British capitalists. The pound Re-
exchange ratio was also manipulated to the disadvantage of Indian industry and
foreign trade. All these developments made it clear that whenever British economic
interests clashed with Indian economic development, the latter had be sacrificed.
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The extravagant civil and military administration, the denial of high posts to
Indians, the ever mounting Home Charges, the continuous drain of wealth from
India resulted in stagnation of Indian economy. The cumulative effect was
increasing misery of the people. Periodical famines became a regular feature of
Indian economic life. During the second half of the 19th century 24 famines visited
various parts of India taking an estimated toll of 28 million souls. What is worse is
that even during the famine times, export of food grains from India continued.

Indian nationalists developed the "theory of increasing poverty in India" and
attributed it to Britain's anti India economic policies. They tagged poverty and
foreign rule. This psychology developed a hatred for foreign rule and love for
Swadeshi goods and Swadeshi rule. The spirit of nationalism regé¢ived a powerful
stimulus in the process.

13. Lord Lytton's Reactionary Policies The short-sighted Lord

Lytton acted like catalytic agents and accelerated the i foreign
rule. The maximum age limit for the I.C.S. examination Was r m 21 years
to 19 years, thus making it impossible for India t. The grand
Delhi Durbar of 1877, when the country was i famine, solicited

the remark from a Calcutta journalist tha dling while Rome was

lar acts provoked a great
isation of various political

ice the same powers and rights as their
ill raised a storm of agitation among the
uropean c ity and they all stood united against the bill.
odify the bill which almost defeated the original purpose. The Ilbert
an eye opener to the Indian intelligentsia. It became clear to
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MODERNIZATION OF INDIAN TRADITION

Yogendra Singh in his famous book ‘Modernization of Indian Tradition’ has made
an attempt to analyse the process of modernization in India from a systemic
sociological perspective. In course of his analysis he has concentrated on the two
key concepts namely 'social structure' and 'tradition' because they constitute the
core of social realities. Prior to Singh's work most of the studies on social change
have focused either on social structure or tradition. But Singh made an integral
study by throwing light on both these aspects.

In the beginning he made a critical review of the prevailing sets of conceptual
formulations on social change and modernization. He made a critical analysis of
the concepts of change in the cultural traditions, such a

Westernization, Little and Great Tradition, Universalization
employed by the social scientists and pointed out thei
analysis of structural changes and their logical i
proceeded to present a new paradigm as illustrated belo

Cultural Structure

Source of Little tradition icro structure | Macro
Change structure
Hetero Genetic | Islamization Role Political
change differentiation Innovations
Primary Secondary New New
Westernization ernization legitimations Structure of
elite,
bureaucracy,
industry etc.
Orthogenetic
changes Sanskritization or | Cultural Pattern Elite
alization renaissance recurrence, Circulation,
compulsive succession of
migration or king, rise and
population shift | fall of cities
and trade
centers

The paradigm has two dimensions namely the sources from which social change
begins and the nature of social phenomena undergoing such changes. The latter
can be categorised as tradition and social structure respectively. The sources of
changes may be endogenous or exogenous. By endogenous sources of social change
he means the sources lying within the social system from which social change
originates. Exogenous sources refer to the sources lying outside the system. The
term 'tradition' refers to the value themes. It is characterized by four attributes

such as hierarchy, holism, continuity and transcendence. He divided tradition into
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two categories namely Great Tradition and Little Tradition. Great Tradition implies
the cultural beliefs and practices which are held throughout the country. This is of
pan Indian character: On the other hand, Little Tradition comprises the cultural
beliefs and practices held by the folk through oral tradition and localized
adaptations of cultural roles and values of the Great Tradition. Both Hindu and
Islam traditions of India were rooted on the principles of hierarchy, holism,
continuity and transcendence. Modernization of tradition in both the traditions
means a change from hierarchy to equality, from holism to individualism, from
continuity to historicity and from transcendence to this worldly rationalism and
secularism. Under the impact of westernization there emerged universal legal
system, educational modernization, expansion of communication networks,
technologies, urban centres and the modern political institutions. these account
for the institutionalization of a parallel new Great Tradition.

OPERATION OF SOCIAL STRUCTURE
IN DIFFERENT LEVELS

ey

AT THE LEVEL OF AT THE LEVEL OF ELITES '
FOLK/PEASANTS OR *REFLECTIVE FEW

LITTLE
TRADITION
4
In the sphere of little traditi es hange namely Sanskritization and
Islamization which emanat e Hindu and Islam tradition respectively.
Sanskritization refers to which a low Hindu caste, or tribal or other
group, changes its customs, rit] i ogy, and way of life in the direction of a

mization refers to conversion to Islam. It was

e existing system of stratification and anticipation that conversion
ial changes. Like Sanskritization, Islamization was popular

sources of breakdown of Indian process of modernization to
sistencies such as: democratization without spread of civic
ion), bureaucratization without commitment to universalistic norms,
articipation (communication) and aspiration without proportionate
increase in‘resources and distributive justice, verbalization of a welfare without its
diffusion in social structure and its implementation as a social policy, over-
urbanization without industrialization and finally modernization without
meaningful changes in the stratification system. Over and above, in the views of
Singh, modernization in Indian society has taken to conciliatory pattern. It has
shown the wonderful capacity to absorb the shocks of tensions and contradictions.
This minimizes the chances of structural breakdown. Democratic values have
taken root in the political system. The cultural gap existing between the various
kinds of elite has not contributed to the generation of conflict in modernization
ideology. Traditions thrive in the process of modernization without creating hurdles
on its path. Adoptions of Green Revolution in the countryside and family welfare
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measures to control the growth of population are the new hopeful signs of
modernization without breakdown.

However, Singh's approach to modernization of Indian tradition suffers from certain
limitations. He has focused only on selected sociological variables such as Little
Traditions, Great Traditions, Macro and Micro structures and their forms. Some
other variables like the demographic and economic variables have been left
untouched. Inspite of these limitations Singh's paradigm of modernization is
unique. It presents a broad and integrated view relating to modernization in India.

PROTESTS & MOVEMENTS DURING COLONIAL PERIOD

eing placed
on equal footing with the high caste Hindus. Vari i i movements

So the protests and movements during this
groups

(1) Peasant Movements

(2) Backward caste movement

(3) Socio religious movemefits

Let us discuss all the abo rot and movement one by one

1. PEASANT MOMEMENTS

The study of ’ movements had emerged as an important area in the study
of social ndia. Since India is essentially an agrarian country, it is
natural of agrarian problems has assumed a central place in

While i ut land reforms we observe the complexity of our agrarian system.
Patterns ownership, tenancy, use and control of land, all reflect the complex
nature of Fagrarian structure. The complexity of agrarian structure is also
manifested in the agrarian class structure which has existed since long in rural
areas. The diversity of land systems and agrarian relations has produced an
elaborate structure of agrarian classes. The latter vary from one region to another.
However, based on the nature of rights in land and the type of income derived from
it, Daniel Thorner has identified three major agrarian classes in India. They are (a)
Maliks, (b) Kisans, and (c) Mazdoors. Big landlords and rich land owners are
included under the category of Maliks. Kisans are inferior to Maliks comprising
self-cultivating owners of land. They are small landowner and tenants. Mazdoors
earn their livelihood from working on others’ lands. This category includes poor
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tenants, sharecroppers and landless labourers. This classification of agrarian
classes broadly reflects the Indian reality.

But it needs to be recognized that the agrarian hierarchy, as indicated just now,
corresponds with the caste hierarchy which we find in different parts of the
country. The rich landowners and moneylenders mainly belong to the upper castes.
The middle and small peasants come from the traditional peasants castes. The
landless labourers belong primarily to the lower castes. Such position merely
shows a pattern. It does not refer to the exact situation in the rural areas.

We have mentioned the nature of agrarian class structure here to understand the
structural background in which movements have been launched by different
classes of peasantry. D.N. Dhanagare's study of peasant movem: in India helps
us to know the nature of these terms, peasant movement
collective attempts of different strata of the peasantry eit
which they felt was exploitative, or seek redress for paauti ievances without

India has a long history of peasant movements. century India is
considered a treasure house of materials . The most militant
peasant movement of this period was the i evoltief 1859-60 in Bengal. Only
indPabna and Bogra in Bengal
in 1872-73. These struggles we : I agai Zamindars who were the
symbols of exploitation and atroci e whing and money lending classes
had consolidated their positio mindari areas but also in Raiyatwari
and Mahalwari areas. The rs, tenants and share croppers were the
victims of the moneylend
oppression of the powerf i@m classes. One of such revolts in Raiyatwari areas
is known as the Deccan

gole during the early twentieth century. The Champaran
the Kheda Satyagrah of 1918 and the Bardoli Satyagrah of
ajor non-violent anti- British struggles. Since Mahatma Gandhi

movements. Most of these movements took up relatively minor agrarian issues but
they succeeded in arousing political awareness among the masses. Thus, the most
significant aspect of these movements was their simultaneous involvement in the
nationwide struggle for freedom.

However, peasants in other parts of the country were not inactive. They were
equally restive and raised their grievances. Between 1920 and 1946 several peasant
organizations and movements emerged in Bihar and Bengal which protested
against the deplorable conditions of the middle and poor peasants.
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But just before independence, it was the Tebhaga struggle of 1946-47 in Bengal,
which was the most effective and widespread of all peasant movements. It was a
struggle of share croppers (bargadars) to retain two third share of the produce for
themselves. The movement was the outcome of the politicization of the peasantry
which was made possible because of the efforts of the Communist Party of India
and the Kisan Sabha. The Telangana peasant struggle, which occurred on the eve
of India's independence, was another important struggle of the poor peasants. It
developed in the Nizam ruled Hyderabad State in 1946 and lasted for five years till
it was called off in October 1951.

We have briefly discussed above the nature and features of peasant movements to
familiarise ourselves with the role of social movements in social c ge. True, these
movements have not always been successful in achieving their j i

charismatic leadership and
symbolic activities which captivat imagination, brought them out of
political darkness and national movement. The peasant
community came in contact intéllectuals and political leaders. The
, other great revolutions like Russian
rise to Indian nationalism, opened their
it was not God but the government who was

of the Congress was to achieve national liberation for which have
it had to fight against British government. The division of people would have
caused damage to the national struggle. Besides, many Zamindars and landlords
were also in Congress. All these prevented the Congress leadership from raising
their voice against ravages of Zamindari system and supporting the tillers.

The leaders of the Kisans could realize that the Congress would not fight against
the Zamindars and capitalists. They felt the need of forming their own associations
to protect the interests of the peasantry. So, after the Non-Cooperation Movement,
the process of formation of independent class organizations of the Kisans started.
In 1923 Ryot's association and agricultural labour unions were formed in Andhra.
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In 1926-27 the Kisan Sabhas were formed in Punjab, Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. In 1928, the Andhra Provisional Ryots' Association was started.

The most liberal outlook of Ga i, hi to halt the civil disobedience
movement just when it w i mentum and strength, brought
dissatisfaction in the mind esS leaders resulting in divisions within
the party. This, along wi d to the formation of Congress Socialist
Party in 1934. The Co India also began to take shape in the
thirties. By this time Kis grew up in many parts of the country. The
Bihar Kisan Sabha grew a strong organization after 1934. In 1935,
provincial Kis bha was formed in U.P.

The Congress
1936. Th ft forces/took up the cause of Indian peasantry. Many nationalist
1aj0 of whom were communists and socialists met at Lucknow

It was a lamdmark in the history of peasant movement in India, for an All India
organization of Indian peasantry come in to existence with a programme of
common demands and expressing the aspirations of entire Kisan community of this
vast land, AIKS adopted the Red Flag as its banner which symbolized international
solidarity and unity of the proletariat peasantry. It sought to integrate the struggle,
for land with the fight for freedom, and started its fight against feudal and
imperialist exploitation making an invaluable contribution to the national struggle
for complete independence.

When the All India Kisan Sabha adopted its manifesto in 1936, agrarian revolution
was still lying in the future. The Kisan Sabha, therefore, adopted maximum and
minimum programmes and did not fail to emphasize the need of an anti-imperialist
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revolution. According to the manifesto, the object of the Kisan Sabha was to secure
complete freedom from economic exploitation and the achievement of full economic
and political power to the peasants and the workers. In the maximum programme,
there was the demand of abolition of Zamindari and the vesting of land in the
tillers.

The Sabha followed the technique of mass revolution by carrying all the sections of
peasantry with it. The Sabha spoke for rich and middle peasant and put up the
fight for poor peasants. In his presidential address of AIKS conference in 1938,
Acharya Narendra Dev emphasized that "our task today is to carry the whole
peasantry with us... If romantic conceptions were to shape our resolves and prompt
our actions we would aspire to organize first the agricultural laldourer and semi
proletariat of the village, the most oppressed and exploited rural c but if we do

nt functions
among them were the many historic Kisan agitati anised .The most
important among them were Tebhaga move
Bihar, Punnapra, Vayalar in Kerala, Pepsu ' ed Struggle in Punjab and

Telangana armed struggle in Andhra Pr

nature and aim of this Sabha has 1s now a branch of Communist
Party of India. Now its major ion of rights of peasantry and to free
them from the socioec Along with this, other Kisan
organizations like Bharti nion, Bhartiya Krishak Samaj grew up
to fight for the cause of IKS was divided subsequently. After that
the different groups never in uniting again in one organization. After the
independence, s@cialists ha ized Hind Kisan Panchayat. Another peasant
union known nited Kisan Sabha was organized under the leadership of Jogesh

t organizations are working as the branches of different
such, none of them is able to bring any major relief for the
ity. Rather the divisions and subdivisions have created tension

realization 'of common ends of the peasant community. However, the AIKS still
continues to be the dominant organization having its links with many international
peasant associations such as United Peasant Party of Poland, Farmers Mutual Aid
Association of Germany, Pakistan Kisan Committee of Pakistan, Agricultural Farm
Labour Federation of Bangladesh, All of Agriculture PDR of Yemen, Agricultural
Workers Union of Vietnam, Peasants Cooperative of D.R.A. of Afghanistan etc.
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TELANGANA MOVEMENT

This movement was launched in the state of Andhra Pradesh against the former
Nizam of Hyderabad. The agrarian social structure in the Nizam's Hyderabad was
of a feudal order. It had two kinds of land tenure systems, namely, raiyatwari and
jagirdari. Under the raiyatwari system, the peasants owned patta and were
proprietors of land; they were registered occupants. The actual cultivators of the
land were known as shikmidars. Khalsa were chieftain's land, and out of revenue
collected from these lands, personal expenses of the royalty were met out. The
Deshmukhs and Deshpandes were the hereditary collectors of revenue for khalsa
villages. In jagir villages, the tax was collected through jagirdars and their agents.
Both the jagirdars and the Deshmukhs wielded immense power at thie local level.

The region of Telangana was characterized by a feudal
commercial crops, viz., groundnut, tobacco and castor se
the landowning Brahmins. The rise of Reddys and
strengthened the high castes and propertied class.

oly of
further

acquiring land. Consequently, the peasant prop to the status of

(1) The Nizam's former Hyderabad st al structure of administration. In
the jagir area, the agents of jagi 10" were the middlemen, collected the

were free to extort from iyAitors a variety of taxes. This condition of
exploitation remained in i the jagirdari system was abolished in 1949.

On the other hamd the Khal or the raiyatwari system was also exploitative
of exploitation in the khalsa system was little lesser. In the
hmukhs and Deshpandes worked as intermediaries. They
1 of the jagir administration; they were only given a
land collection made by them. The Deshmukhs and

systems of administration, i.e., jagir and khalsa, the peasants were
exploited by the intermediaries appointed by Nizam. High taxes, fraud with the
record and exploitation resulted in creating discontent among the poor peasants

(2) Yet another cause of peasant movement in Telangana was the exploitation by
the big peasants. D.N. Dhanagare informs that the jagirdars and the Deshmukhs
had thousands of acres of land in their possession. The families of these big
peasants and their heads were called Durra or Dora. It means, the master or lord of
the village. Dhanagare says that the Dora exploited the small peasants and
agricultural labourers. This exploitation, in course of time, became legitimized with

39

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi



http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [e]s5381qu)s Call 99996 93744

the big farmers. It was considered to be the privilege of the Dora to exploit the
masses of peasants. Dhanagare observers:

Such exaction had become somewhat legitimized by what was known as the vetti
system under which a landlord or a Deshmukh could force a family from among his
customary retainers to cultivate his land and to do one job or the other - whether
domestic, agricultural or official, as an obligation to the master.

(3) In the whole former state of Nizam a system of slavery, quite like that of Hali of
south Gujarat, was prevalent. This system was known as Bhagela. The Bhagela
were drawn mostly from aboriginal tribes who-were tied to the master by debt.
According to Bhagela system, the tenant who had taken loan from the landlord was
obliged to serve him till the debt is repaid. In most of the cases Bhagela was
required to serve the landlord for generations.

(4) The Reddis and Kammas were notable castes w
traders and money lenders. They exercised a grea
countryside. They wanted to pull down the domin
in the state.

(5) The Telangana region was economi

realized by Nizam and he provided s to the peasants both in
Khalsa and jagir villages; but t e largely cornered by the big
farmers.

(6) Land alienation was n
1940, the frequency of 1
possessed by the non c

er Hyderabad state. Between 1910 to
increased. On the one hand, the land

status of margj farmers an dless labourers. Describing the impact of land-
alienation on

The Telangana peasant unrest did not erupt overnight. It took about three to four
decades. Actually, till 1930, the poor condition of the peasants had reached its
culmination. Meanwhile, there had been much transformation in agricultural
economy. The Telangana economy, which was only subsistence economy, had
grown into market economy by the 1940s. With the change in capitalistic
agricultural economy, there was no change in the status of the tenants and share
croppers. Actually, the modes of production and exchange remained pre-capitalist
or semi feudal and emerged as the major source of discontent among the poor
peasantry in Telangana. On the other hand, with the termination of Second World
War, there was a terrible fall in wholesale prices. The price trends strengthened the
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position of moneylenders and traders who tightened their grip on indebted small
Pattedars and tenants. One of the bitter consequences of the forces of change has
been an increase in the number of agricultural labourers. It appears that there was
enough discontent among the lower segments of peasantry. Peasants were only
waiting for some opportunity to engineer some insurrection.

The course of events that led to the Telangana peasant struggle can be described as
under:

(1) The Telangana peasant movement was engineered by Communist Party of India
(CPI). It is said to be a revolution committed by Communists. ThesALommunist Party
started working in Telangana in 1936. Professor N.G. Rangaglha id down the
regional level peasant organization in Telangana.

This regional organization was affiliated to the All Indi
CPI. Within a period of three or four years, say by 1940,

roots in the former Hyderabad state. During the p to 1946, the
Communist activities increased in several of t i erabad. A proper
framework was therefore, prepared for sant movement in

Telangana.

However, it must be

conference of CPI was held in March 1948. It resolved to give a
turn to the peasant movement in Telangana. The peasants later on
were organized into an army and intermittently fought guerrilla wars. Writing about
this part of the course of events of Telangana peasant struggle Hamza Alvi observes

..... Telangana movement had a guerrilla army of about 5000. The peasants killed
or drove out the landlords and local bureaucrats and seized and distributed the
land. They established governments of peasant 'soviets' which were integrated
regionally into a central organisation. Peasants rule was established in an area of
15,000 sq. miles, with population of four million. The government of the armed
peasantry continued until 1950; it was not finally crushed until the following year.

Today, the area remains one of the political strongholds of the Communist party.”
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(5) Besides the peasant agitation, a parallel discontent was also taking place in
Hyderabad. A paramilitary voluntary force, organized by Kasim Rizvi, was taking its
roots. The members of this voluntary organization were known as Razakars. This
organization was against the peasants. The peasants consolidated their movement
in the face of the oppression of Nizam, activities of Razakars and the authority
crisis in Hyderabad.

(6) On September 13, 1948, the Indian army marched into Hyderabad and within
less than a week the Nizam's army, police and the Razakars surrendered without
resistance. The police action, taken by the newly framed Central government of
independent India, was very quick to suppress the peasant movement. D.N.
Dhanagare elaborates the police action as under:

On India's part the police action was taken to stop the Raza
not only created anarchic condition within the state but al

peasant rebels in the troubled districts of Tel
spared no measure to suppress the communi

rawn. Actually the police

action gave a death blow to the Commatinist a peasant movement and
struggle; the movement had to s : ichting with the Indian army over
2,000 peasants and party worker i . August 1949 nearly 25,000

Communists and active partici sted; by July 1950 the total number
of detainees had reached .Thi 1d suffice as an index of the intensity of
Telangana peasants stru

and the landless labourers. This was by all means a very
e struggle. The Kamma and the Reddy castes who belonged to

(2) Yet another benefit of this struggle was in the favour of the Communist Party.
The Communists, for a long time to come, exercised their hegemony over the entire
state of Hyderabad.

(3) Though the Communist Party, as a whole, benefited from the Telangana
peasant struggle, it had its own losses also. Ideologically, the party got split from
top to bottom. One group of Communists supported the struggle while another
decried. The second group: argued that the struggle was no less than terrorism.
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Writing about the division of Communist Party during the struggle, P. Sundarayya
writes:

It is relevant to mention here that during the course of the struggle, particularly
during the phase of its last two years, the Communist Party from top to bottom was
sharply divided into two hostile camps, one defending the struggle and its
achievements and the other denouncing and decrying it as terrorism, etc. Those
who opposed this struggle had even openly come out in the press, providing grist to
the mill of the enemies in maligning the struggle and the Communist Party that
was leading it. This sharp political ideological split, though enveloping the entire
party in the country, was particularly sharp and acute in Telangana.

movement was a failure. Surely, there were some gains to Ka
rich peasants, but the gains of the poor peasants such as

It was all the handiwork of the Communist . i e failed story of
Telangana struggle it must be admitted th of inspiration for the
Communists as a whole in the count .N. anagare very rightly makes his
conclusive statement about the outcory

there has been a renewe
Telangana struggle - its

NAXALBARI T

The Naxa i t struggle was launched in March-April 1967. This movement
hadgTebha easant movement as its torchbearer. The light provided by
Teb e Naxalbari movement. The prime objective of this movement

was to he whole society, not the conditions of peasants only. Then, the
Naxalbari vement was highly charged by the ideology of violence. The idiom of
the movement was that power comes from the barrel of gun and not by slogans and
non-violence. The movement was aimed at the total annihilation of the big farmers,
landlords and jagirdars. Nothing short of it could change the structure of society.
Naxalbari is a police substation in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal. It is in the
name of the police substation that the movement is known all over.

43

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi



http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [¢{s:t8)qu)s Call 99996 93744

high percentage of
ovement was essentially a

One principal feature of the region of
sharecroppers. It is because of this tha
movement launched by sharecroppe
restricted to three police statio Phanisidewa, Naxalbari and

me to around 65% to 50%. The

ominantly include paddy and jute. The
unity of the region. They constitute

known as Koch. With the i fluence of Brahminism in the region, some
affluent sectio the nomenclature of Rajbansis. This created

process litical development which took place in the Tarai region, the Rajbansis

acquired of land and came to be known as Jotedar. A Jotedar is a
pe severalty, joint or in common, a piece of land for which he
pays enueé) directly to government through his agents. At a later stage, the
Jotedar became the owner and controller of jotes. Jotes could also be

purchased 9f acquired as gift.

The Jotedar was the peasant proprietor. He leased-out lands to tenants - raiyats,
who paid annual rents to him. He also granted land to tenants-at-will, praja. The
praja paid rent in kind. The tenants-at-will, as elsewhere in the country, were fully
dependent on Jotedar for their seeds, plough, cattle and agricultural implements.
The seed advanced was deducted at harvest time from the produce and the balance
was shared equally. Below the Jotedar were small farmers, adhiaris who cultivated
small patches of land on equal share basis.

The production relations in the Darjeeling district, where the uprising was
concentrated, consisted of the nexus of Jotedar-rayat-praja-adhiar. Under this
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system, the cultivator was merely reduced to the status of a sharecropper. The
sharecropper was completely in a state of dependency and suffered exploitation and
succumbed to bondage.

While writing anything on the Naxalbari peasant movement it must be observed
categorically that the movement was started by sharecroppers. Second, it was
inspired by Tebhaga, the region now being in Bangladesh. Following are some of
the important causes of the movement:

(1) The landlord used to take a larger share out of the produce made by the
sharecropper. The general share taken by the landlords varied from one-half to one
third- this was quite excessive. The sharecroppers, which included gayat, praja and
adhiar, demanded reduction of the share of produce.

(2) Another cause of the movement was the demand
distribution of benami lands in an appropriate way by the

all the major cause of the movement was
and the ordinary peasants.

farmers. The big farmers were gui #"'] will feed you, you produce for
me". Such a kind of depende able to the tenants-at-will, the praja
and the landless labourers,

praja, ai
peasants

The cou of” events that led to the Naxalbari movement can be described as

under:

(1) Charu Majumdar was the leader of Naxalbari movement. There was a group of
revolutionary leaders known as Siliguri group. This group gave out six documents
known as the guidelines for the peasants. The documents advocated the ideology
which worked behind the Naxalbari movement. The sum and substance of the six
documents included that militancy was the guiding ideology for capturing power.
Majumdar and his group preached violence to the peasants saying that land was to
be given to the tiller and Congress was to be defeated. The mobilization of the
peasantry was made on the lines of class consciousness. It was planned to

establish a people's government after annihilating the jotedar-jamindar through
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armed revolution. The participants to the struggle were the peasants who were
sharecroppers and who identified big farmers - jotedars as their class enemy. Thus,
the movement was mobilized against the landed propertied class. For this
movement it can safely be said that the broad-based peasantry, inclusive of all its
strata, was involved in the struggle.

Leaders of the Naxalbari uprising

March 1967, the violent leaders of the movement killed a
the jurisdiction of Naxalbari police station. This murder was

(3) The messages of the Movement were given through several slogans. Some of the
slogans were borrowed from Tebhaga peasant movement. Throughout the area the
leadership to movement was given by Panchnam Sarkar, Kanu Sanyal and others.

(4) In course of time the movement got ablaze in different parts of West Bengal.
College students including female participated in the movement. The movement,
thus, was not only a movement of the peasants but the society at large.

The Naxalbari movement was essentially against the big farmer, that is, jotedar.
Though there was no immediate gain of the struggle, it definitely influenced the
course of peasant movements in the country. The Naxalbari movement was a
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specific struggle ideologically oriented to Marxian socialism. In the jotedar adhiari
relation there was a visible contradiction in capital and labour. The deprivation of
adhiari and for that matter for rayat and praja was due to the process of
differentiation resulting from the forces of history and modernization. The rank and
file of the Communist Party had made the adhiaris conscious of the contradiction
which turned them to pauper. Yet another outcome of the Naxalbari movement was
that like other movements of the country, it did not stand for structural changes in
the old feudal system. Instead, the movement, ideologically and operationally too,
stood for systematic change which could end exploitation and operations inherent
in the semi feudal system.

BACKWARD CASTES MOVEMENTS

The foundation for the Backward caste movement wa g social
reformer of Poona Jyothirao Phule. He was the first against the
tyranny of caste in general and Brahminical rticular. He

established the Satya Shodhak Samaj in 1 i arheaded the non
Brahmin movement. Phule undertook social refo hing schools and
hostels for the low caste people in order to . He appealed to the
non-Brahmin castes and particularly the.dep tes to liberate themselves
from mental and religious slavery ainst idol worship and
superstitions. He also pleaded for cem presentation. Prof. Ghurye observes,
"Phule's demand for special repres Brahmins in the services and

local bodies went unheeded ade of the 19th century when the
Maharaja of Kolhapur took i

Sri Sahu Maharaj as the L atya Shodhak Samaj : Satya Shodhak Samaj
ri Sahu Maharaj of Kolhapur after the death of

arry the message of the Vedas to the downtrodden castes.
ic questions relating to caste, laws of caste membership;

and the downtrodden castes. Thank mainly to his efforts, special representation
through mixed electorates was conceded to the non Brahmins in the Montague-
Chelmsford Reforms. Due to his efforts certain percentage of posts for non-
Brahmins were reserved. Sri Sahu separated judiciary form the executive functions
in his home state.

The greatest contribution of Sri Sahu Maharaj is the fact that he supported and
inspired many of the non Brahmin organizations such as Somavamshi Arya
Kshatriya Jnana Vardhak Samaj, Gujarati Untouchables Depressed Classes
Mission Society, Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj, Maratha Samaj, Mohammedan Samaj,
Lingayat Samaj in Mysore, Justice Party in Tamil Nadu, and so on. He gave all the
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support to these organizations and helped them to be united as one single Non
Brahmin Movement.

Justice Party and the Non Brahmin Movement: The Second Phase

The discontentment of the Non Brahmins began to express itself through various
efforts to organize the non-Brahmins in the city of Madras. A Vellala medical
student by name of Mudaliar established a Dravidian Association Hostel in Madras
in June 1916 with the help of non-Brahmins. He also started a joint stock company
called South Indian People's Association Ltd. for the purpose of publishing English,
Telugu and Tamil newspapers to express the grievances and pro s of the non-
Brahmins. Dr. J.M. Nair, Sir P.T. Chettiar and T. Mudali joi this

the non-Brahmins started dailies in English by name i i i name
The Dravidian, and in Telugu by name Andhra Prakas . ly, they set up the

The Non-Brahmin Manifesto of the Justice ce Party released the
non-Brahmin Manifesto in December 19 dirgécted against the Brahmins

@ i ce and politics. It revealed
BEg ho constituted only 3% of the

an extremely high concentration
total population of the Madras

provision for communal reforms would be a failure. He made
known to his people thr that the Brahmins had secured 94% of
the positions in Madras i ivil Services 1892 and 1904. He also said that
ctors were Brahmins and in 1913, 93 out of

128 permane istrict Mun were Brahmins, 450 out of 6350 registered
graduates of

Justice Party- A Party of Elites and not Masses?

It should be noted that though the Justice Party claimed to represent the non-
Brahmins as a whole, in practice the depressed castes and Muslims were
considered separately. As Andre Beteille has pointed out "The Justice Party was in
a very real sense an elite party dominated by urban, western educated, landowning
and professional people. It contained a number of Rajas, Zamindars, industrialists,
lawyers and doctors. It was by no means a mass party and it is doubtful whether
any serious effort was made to draw peasants and workers into the organization".
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SELF RESPECT MOVEMENT

The non-Brahmin movement assumed the form of the Self Respect Movement when
E.V. Ramasami Naicker became-its leader. Ramasami Naicker, a Baliya Naidu had
begun his political career with the Congress. But he was unhappy with the way in
which the non-Brahmins were treated within the Madras Congress organization
and hence he decided to come out of it. He was also very much annoyed with
Gandhiji's support of a purified Varna ideology. He left the Congress Party to start
the Self Respect Movement [1925].

There is no god, there is no god,
there is no god at all !

He who invented god is a fool. He
who propagates god is a
scoundrel. He who worships god
is a barbarian!

- Periyar E.V. Ramasami

Call to Reject the Brahm hd Religion: The Self Respect movement
aimed at the rejection of the Brahm ulture and religion. It rejected the caste
system and the suprem Brahmins in all respects. It considered the
Brahminical religion and ¢ the main instrument of enslaving Tamilians.

te rules, child marriage, enforced widowhood and attacked
ich he regarded as totally inhuman. According to Naicker, the

Attempts to Advocate Dravidian Culture: Ramasami Naicker championed a new
system of values in which all people could enjoy self respect. By directly attacking
the Brahmins and making fun of their religious culture he sought to obtain the
support of a large number of lower caste people. Naicker claimed that the lower
classes and the lower sections of the Tamilian society represented the Dravidian
culture. He considered Dravidian culture superior to Brahminical Aryan culture.
Formulation of the Dravidian ideology as opposed to Aryan ideology was the very
basis of Self Respect Movement.

Ramasami Naicker represented a new type of leader. He did not have English
education and was able to speak in Tamil only. Unlike the Justice Party which
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drew support from middle and upper-middle class Hindus in both Tamil and
Telugu areas, the Self Respect movement concentrated almost entirely on Tamil
districts and on groups low in the caste hierarchy including the untouchables. He
used Tamil as the medium of communication. Tamil newspapers reflected his
thought which was anti-Brahminical, anti-Aryan, anti-Sanskrit and anti-North
Indian. As a result of that the movement got the support of the uneducated,
untouchables, the depressed and the exploited sections of the community, women
and rural youth. The movement took a violent turn when a copy of the Manu Smriti
was burnt by the supporters of the movement in 1920.

As M.N. Srinivas point out; this movement was explicitly anti Brahmin. It
encouraged non-Brahmins not to call upon Brahmin priests to
and other rituals. Its followers were required to use the Ta

"the movement was anti-Brahmin, anti north, anti Hi
anti-god. It included an attempt to rid Tamil of lo

violent. The movement demanded the esta f thg” Dravidasthan on the
same line as Pakistan. Naicker at this le toffind out an effective young
leader by name C.N. Annadurai, a A& '
English and Tamil. Impressed by
gave him an important role in t iti he Self Respect movement.

er was elected president of the Justice Party. As a leader
e slogan "Tamil Nad for Tamilians" [or non-Brahmins]|. In
formally changed into the Dravida Kazhagam [D.K.] under
.N. Annadurai. Its main aim was the realization of a separate
-Brahmin country. Thus the Self Respect movement which arose

The Dravida Kazhagam under the leadership of Annadurai continued to pursue
anti-Brahminism in the social and cultural fields. This expressed itself in assaults
on individual Brahmin priests, destroying images of Hindu deities, trying to burn
copies of the epic Ramayana, insulting the puranas, epics, Manu Smriti, Sanskrit
literature and so on. The epic Ramayana was regarded by DK as an expression of
Aryan racialism.

Annadurai and Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK): The differences of opinion
between Annadurai and Ramasami Naicker led to a split in Dravida Kazhagam
leading to the establishment of Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam [DMK] in 1949 under
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the leadership of C.N. Annadurai. The primary objective of DMK was to establish
Dravidanad. During the initial years, the DMK was also an advocate of Tamil
separatism and was anti north, anti-Hindi and anti-Sanskrit. But in course of time
there was a softening of its stand. As Oommen notes: "Once the Brahmin
dominance in Tamil Nadu declined, it became imperative for the movement to shift
its goal from anti Brahminism if it were to survive. Thus, after a short period
during which the movement pursued the goal of establishing a sovereign Dravidian
state, it settled for the objective of moderating north Indian dominance (economic
and linguistic) and for greater authority for states within the federal set up and
promotion of Tamil nationalism and culture within the fame work of the Indian
Union thereby becoming a regional movement".

The DMK proclaimed a casteless society, an egalitarian Dravidanad@ to which the

religion and tradition. No member of this party was a
marks of faith across his forehead. Members wer

According to Andre Beteille, the
consequences.

movement led to some important

1. According to him, the
introduction of "commun

equence of the movement was the
into south Indian politics. It created an
contest it was very important whether a

ted alliances™which cut across linguistic and cultural divisions.

ones mentioned by Beteille, the movement led to  some

rs'adopted a secessionist strategy to achieve their independence

and self respect.

(iii) The movement combined Dravidian cultural ideology with political separatism

(iv) The movement had a tremendous appeal to the lower middle classes, lower
castes and untouchables.

(4) The movement was by no means a mass movement. As M.N. Srinivas pointed
out "The opposition to Brahmin dominance did not come  from the low and the
oppressed castes but from the leaders of the powerful, rural dominant castes
such as the Kammas and Reddis of the Telugucountry, the Vellalas of Tamil
country, and the Nayar of Kerala."
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Non Brahmin Movement in Karnataka

The non Brahmin movement which took place in Madras had its impact on the
princely state of Mysore. Lingayats and Okkaligas - the two dominant castes of
Mysore, in addition to the minority community, the Muslims felt that they were also
dominated and bossed over by the Brahmins. The Okkaligas and Lingayats
established their caste associations in 1906 and 1909 respectively. By 1917,
different ethnic and cultural groups in Mysore formed a common association called
the Praja Mitra Mandali. This Mandali made an appeal to the Maharaja of Mysore
in 1918 requesting him to reserve posts in public services and education
institutions for the non-Brahmins. The Maharaja appointed the Miller Committee to
look into the demands of the Mitra Mandali. The Miller Committegtof Mysore State
finally recommended all the demands of the Mandali.

able to excel and oust the Brahmins from their positio

different fields.

However, the non-Brahmin movement in Myso om the one that
had been taking place in Madras. Firstly, unlike t i ovement of Tamil
Nadu, the movement in Karnataka did not‘a backward classes and the
Muslims. Secondly, the anti-Brahmin idg sorethas not assumed the form
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SOCIAL REFORMS MOVEMENTS DURING COLONIAL PERIOD

A reform movement attempts to improve conditions within an existing social system
without changing the fundamental structure of the society itself. Reforms are often
linked with belief systems, rituals and life styles of the concerned people. There are
several examples of reform movements in India. The most well-known reform
movement was the Bhakti (devotional) movement of medieval India. It was an all-
India movement which involved the lower caste people and the poor. It insisted on
love of God as the most significant thing in religion. It protested against ritualism
and caste barriers. Thus, the primary objective of the movement was to reform
world view and social practices of the people. It never tried to transform the social

system radically, but advocated partial changes in the value systeN

movements also engendered the socio cultural regeneration, which
i enth century in India. It started with the formation of the
engal in 1828 which had braches in several parts of the

d the Arya Samaj in Punjab and north India were some of the other
reform moVements among the Hindus. The work of reformation was also
undertaken by other organizations which were led by the backward castes and the
members of other religious groups. For example, the Satya Shodhak Samaj of
Jyothiba Phule in Maharashtra and the Sri Narayan Dharma Paripalan Sabha in
Kerala were started by the backward castes. Similarly, the Ahmadiya and Aligarh
movements represented the spirit of reform among Muslims. The Sikhs had their
Singh Sabha and the Parsees, the Rehnumai Mazdeyasan Sabha. The major
concerns of these movements and the organizations were no doubt religious reform,
but the social content was not missing from them. These movements brought about

remarkable changes in the life of the people.
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ARYA SAMAJ

The Arya Samaj movement was an outcome of reaction to western influences. It
was revivalist in form though not in content. The founder, Swami Dayanand,
rejected western ideas and sought to revive the ancient religion of the Aryans.

Mulshanker (1824-83) popularly known as Dayanand was born in a Brahmin
family living in the old Morvi state in Gujarat. His father, a great Vedic scholar, also
assumed the role of the teacher and helped young Mulshankar acquire good insight
into Vedic literature, logic, philosophy, ethics etc. Dayanand's quest for the truth
goaded him to yogabhyas (contemplation or communion) and to learn yoga it was
necessary to leave home. For fifteen years (1845-60) Dayanand wandered as an
ascetic in the whole of India studying Yoga. In 1875 he formall
Arya Samaj unit at Bombay. A few years later the headquart
was established at Lahore. For the rest of his life, Dayadand

motto was 'Go back to the Vedas'. He gave his
disregarded later texts as the work of les
practices of idol worship and preached unity
in his famous work Satyartha Prakash |

polytheism, belief in magic, char fies, feeding the dead through
Shradhs etc.) that had crept i ion in the 19th century. He rejected
the popular Hindu philos that the physical world is an illusion
God, temporarily separated from God by

isted and to seek union with God. Against this
1 and matter (prakriti) were distinct and eternal

ing human conduct. In rejecting monism, Dayanand also
popular belief in predetermination. The Swami contended
not playthings of fate and as such no one could avoid

work out higFsalvation by right deeds.

Dayanand challenged the dominant position of the Brahmin priestly class in the
spiritual and social life of the Hindus. He ridiculed the claim of priests that they
could act as intermediaries between man and God. The Swami asserted every
Hindu's right to read and interpret the Vedas. He strongly condemned the caste
system based on birth, though he subscribed to the Vedic notion of the four-Varna
system in which a person was not born in any Varna (caste) but was identified as
Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya or Shudra according to the occupation he followed.
The Swami was also a strong advocate of equal status between men and women; he
pleaded for widow remarriage and condemned child marriages. In a sarcastic
language he described the Hindu race as "the children of children".

54

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi



http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [¢{s:t8)qu)s Call 99996 93744

It should be clearly understood that Dayanand's slogan of 'Back to the Vedas' was
a call for revival Vedic learning and Vedic purity of religion and not revival of Vedic
times. He accepted modernity and displayed patriotic attitude to national problems.

The creed and principles of the Arya Samaj first defined at Bombay in 1875 were
revised at Lahore in 1877. The Ten Principles were approved by Dayanand and
have remained unaltered to this day. The principles are: (1) God is the primary
source of all true knowledge. (2) God who is All-truth, All-knowledge, Almighty,
Immortal, Creator of universe, alone is worthy of worship. (3) The Vedas are the
books of true knowledge. (4) An Arya should always be ready to accept truth and
abandon untruth. (5) All actions must conform to dharma, that means after due
consideration of right and wrong. (6) The principal aim of this S j is to promote
the world's well-being, material, spiritual and social. (7) All s shquld be

of all others. (10) Social well-being of mankind s above the
individual's well being.

ority of the Vedas, of course conditioned by rationalism and
he Arya Samaj's social ideals comprise, among others, the
Fatherhoo God and the brotherhood of man, the equality of sexes, absolute
justice and"fair-play between man and man and nation and nation and love and
charity towards all. The Arya Samaj lays great emphasis on education and enjoins
on all Arya Samajists to endeavour to diffuse knowledge and dispel ignorance. The
D.A.V institutions spread over the length and breadth of the country are a standing
proof of the educational achievements of the Samaj. The nucleus for this movement
was provided by the Anglo Vedic School established at Lahore in 1886. The
education imparted in D.A.V. institutions combines the best of the modern and
classical Indian studies. The orthodox opinion in the Arya Samaj which stands for
the revival of Vedic ideal in modern life set up the Gurukula Pathshala at Haridwar
in 1902.
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The Arya Samaj movement gave pride, self-confidence and self-reliance to Hindus
and undermined the belief in the superiority of the white race and western culture.
As a disciplined Hindu organization, it succeeded in protecting Hindu society from
the onslaught of Islam and Christianity. Rather, the Samaj started the Shuddhi
movement to convert non-Hindus to Hinduism. Further, it infused a spirit of
intense patriotism. The Samaj always remained in the forefront of political
movement and produced leaders of the eminence of Lala Hans Raj, Pandit Guru
Dutt and Lala Lajpat Rai. Dayanand's political slogan was 'India for the Indians'.

While the Brahmo Samaj and the Theosophical Society appealed to English
educated elite only, Dayanand's message was for the masses of India also. The Arya
Samaj movement has taken deep roots in the Panjab, Haryana, thé Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and Rajasthan.

SATYA SHODHAK SAMAJ

, st led Yor the lower
ste (h ily members
came to be called

castes. Jyotiba was born at Poona in 1827 in a
supplied flowers, garlands etc., to the Peshw

Phule).
Some incidents of Brahminical arrogance ch ook of Jyotiba. Once
Jyotiba was scolded and insulted b ah is audacity in joining a

Brahmin marriage procession. The

school for the lower castes and wo
Jyotiba to close the school.

inical pressure compelled

Jyotiba believed that the undet the pretext of religion tyrannized over
other castes and turne i
Indian National Congres

Puranas), ra (A Warning), Life of Shivaji, etc. In 1888, Jyotiba was honoured
with the title Mahatma.

SRI NARAYAN GURU DHARMA PARIPALANA SABHA (SNDP)

In the state of Kerala, another leader of the Ezhava caste (an untouchable caste),
Shri Narayan Guru (1854-1928) established the SNDP (Sree Narayana Dharma
Paripalana Yogam). In Kerala and at many places outside Kerala; Narayan and his
associates launched a two point programme for the uplift of the Ezhavas. Firstly, to
give up the practice of untouchability with respect to castes below their caste. As a
second step, Narayan Guru built a number of temples which were declared open to

all castes. He also simplified rituals regarding marriage, religious worship and
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funerals. Narayan Guru achieved notable success in transforming the
untouchables groups into a backward class. He openly criticized the Congress and
Mahatma Gandhi for their lip sympathy towards the lower castes. He criticized
Gandhiji for his faith in ChaturVarna, which he maintained is the parent of the
caste system and untouchability. He pointed out that the difference in caste is only
superficial and emphasized that the juice of all leaves of a particular tree would be
the same in content. He gave a new slogan "One religion, one caste and one God for
mankind".

RAMKRISHNA MISSION

cult of Bhakti and yoga. The teachings of Ramakris
ancient and traditional concepts amidst

modernization. The Ramakrishna Mission was co
Vivekananda in 1897, eleven years after the deat

emphasized that Krishna, Hari, Ra are different names for the
same God. Unlike the Arya Samaj ission recognizes the utility and
value of image worship in deveglopin fervour and worship of the Eternal
Omnipotent God. However, is emphasis on the essential spirit,
not the symbols or ritual or sélfless devotion to God with a view to the

ultimate absorption in §Him. i ituality and compassion for suffering
humanity inspired those

It was left to ami Viveka a (Narendranath Datta,1862-1902) to give an
interpretation fto the teachings of Ramakrishna and render them in an easily
understandabl to the modem man.
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Ramakrishna Paramhansa (left) and his discipleSwami Vivekananda (right)

Vivekananda emerged as a preacher 4 i - e attended the Parliament
of Religions held at Chicago in 1 C . great impression by his learned

whole world where the iali of thg West and the spiritualism of the East
would be blended into a oduce happiness for mankind.

The Swami decried untou ili d the caste system. He strongly condemned
dus in religious matters. He regretted that
een confined to the kitchen. He frowned at religion's tacit approval
poor by the rich. He believed that it was an insult to God
religion to a starving man. Once he said, "Him I call a

postulate of his Master that the best worship of God is through
anity. In this way he gave a new social purpose to Hinduism.

Ever since its inception the Ramakrishna Mission has been in the forefront of social
reform in the country. It runs a number of charitable dispensaries and hospitals,
offers help to the afflicted in times of natural calamities like famines, floods,
epidemics.

Vivekananda never gave any political message. All the same, through his speeches
and writings he infused into the new generation a sense of pride in India's past, a
new faith in India's culture and a rare sense of self-confidence in India's future. He
was a patriot and worked for the uplift of the people. “So far as Bengal is
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concerned” writes Subhash Bose “Vivekananda may be regarded as the spiritual
father of the modern nationalist movement”.

The Theosophical Movement

The Theosophical Society was founded by westerners who drew inspiration from
Indian thought and culture. Madame H. P Blavatsky (1831-1891) of Russo German
birth laid the foundation of the movement in the United States in 1875. Later
Colonel M.S. Olcott (1832-1907) of the U.S army joined her. In 1882 they shifted
their headquarters to India at Adyar, an outskirt of Madras. The members of this
society believe that a special relationship can be established between a person's
soul and God by contemplation, prayer, revelation etc. The Society accepts the
Hindu beliefs in reincarnation, karma and draws inspiration from philosophy of
the Upanishads and Samkhya, Yoga and Vedanta school o
work for universal Brotherhood of Humanity without distingti
caste or colour. The Society also seeks to investigat i laws of

In India the movement became somewhat popula ion of Mrs. Annie
Besant (1847-1933) as its President after t n 1907. Early in her
life Mrs. Besant lost all faith, in Christianity, ‘di er husband, an Anglican
clergyman, and came in contact with 1882 she formally joined

the Theosophical Society. After t 0 adame Blavatsky in 1891, Mrs.
rs. Besant was well acquainted
pach was Vedantic as is very evident
agavad Gita. Madame Blavatsky's main
iritualism. Mrs. Besant found a bridge
s. Besant turned a Hindu, not only in her
pany and social manners. In India, under her
ment of Hindu revival.

with Indian thought and cult
from her remarkable tran
emphasis had been on
between matter and min

at wave of patriotic life, the beginning of the rebuilding of a
the foundation of the Central Hindu College in Benares in
the Hindu religion and western scientific subjects were taught.

1916. Mrs.”" Besant also did much for the cause of female education. She also
formed the Home Rule League on the pattern of the Irish Home Rule movement.

The Theosophical Society provided a common denominator for the various sects
and fulfilled the urge of educated Hindus. However to the average Indian the
philosophy of Theosophical Movement seemed rather vague and deficient in
positive programme and as such its impact was limited to a small segment of the
westernized class.
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Muslim Reform Movements

If Hindu mind had responded to western influences with a desire to learn, the first
reaction of the Muslim community was to shut themselves in a shell and resist
western impact.

The earliest organized Muslim response to western influences appeared in the form
of the Wahabi movement (which may more aptly be called the Walliullah
Movement). It was essentially a revivalist movement. Shah Walliullah (1702-62) was
the first Indian Muslim leader of the 18th century who expressed concern at the
degeneration which had set in among Indian Muslims. He voiced his anguish at the
ugly departures from the purity of Islam. His contribution to the Muslim reform
movement was twofold (a) He urged the desirability of creatin rmony among
the four schools of Muslim jurisprudence which had divided
He sought to integrate the best elements of the four schoo

the Hadith could be liable to conflicting interpretations, indivi could make
a decision on the basis of his own judgement and c ie

Shah Abdul Aziz and Syed Ahmed Barelvi populati ings of Walliullah
but also gave them a political colour. They#ai a homeland for the

Muslims. The beginning was made by a fa i en by Abdul Aziz declaring
India to be dar-ul-harb (land of kafir make it dar-ul-Islam. The
campaign was initially directed agains s of the Panjab. After the British
annexation of the area in 1849, the ' directed against the British. The

movement was crushed by the orce of the British in the 1870s.

The Aligarh Movement

A legacy of the Revolt of 1887 e official impression that the Muslims were the
arch conspirators in 1857- ThefWahabi political activities of 1860s and 1870s
spicions. ver, a wind of change was perceptible in the

the Muslims around the British government through
section of the Muslim community led by Syed Ahmed
accept this stance of official patronage. These Muslims felt
munity would forgo its rightful share in the administrative

Sir Syed mad Khan's (1817-98) name stands out conspicuous among the
Muslim reformers of the nineteenth century. Born in Delhi in 1817 in a respectable
Muslim family, he received education in the traditional Muslim style. He was in the
judicial services of the company at the time of the Rebellion of 1857 and stood loyal
to the government. He retired from service in 1876. In 1878 he became a member
of the Imperial Legislative Council. His loyalty earned him a knighthood in 1888.
Syed Ahmed tried to modernize the outlook of the Muslims. He tried to reconcile his
co-religionists to modern scientific thought and to the British rule and urged them
to accept services under the government. In this objective, he achieved great
success.
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......

Aligarh Muslim University is today ranked amengst top Indian Universities

Sir Syed also tried to re socialdabuses in the Muslim community. He
condemned the system [f piri and@mu#idi. The pirs and faqirs claimed to be
followers of the Sufi scho sed mystic words to their disciples (murids), He

mentaries on the Quran, Sir Syed criticized the narrow
nterpreters and gave his own views in the light of

In the field”of education, Sir Syed opened the M.A.O College at Aligarh in 1875,
where instruction was imparted both in western arts and sciences and Muslim
religion. Soon Aligarh became the centre of religious and cultural revival of the
Muslim community. The school became the nucleus for the formation of the
Muslim University in 1920.

The Deoband School

The orthodox sections among the Muslim Ulema who were the standard bearers of
traditional Islamic learning were organized: (i) to propagate among the Muslim the
pure teaching of the Koran and the Hadith and (ii) to keep alive the spirit of jihad
against the foreign rulers.
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AT

Wanotavi (1832- 80) and
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi (1828-190 hool at Deoband in the

Saharanpur district of the U.P. in

the Muslim community. The figula shut out English education and
western culture. The instructiofyi in original Islamic religion and the
aim was moral and religio ationfof the Muslim community. In contrast to
the Aligarh movement which ai fare of the Muslim community through

western education and s e British government, the Deoband school did
nt jobs or worldly careers but for preaching of

opposition to British government but was mainly influenced by their determination
to oppose Sir Syed Ahmed's activities.

The new Deoband leader Mahmad-u Husan (1851-1920) sought to impart a
political and intellectual content to the religious ideas of the school. He worked out
a synthesis of Islamic principles and national aspirations. The Jamiat-ul-Ulema
gave a concrete shape to Hasan's ideas of protection of the religious and political
rights of the Muslims in the overall context of Indian unity and national objectives.
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Sikh Reform Movements

The rationalist and progressive ideas of 19th century also influenced the Sikh
community. In 1873 the Singh Sabha movement was founded at Amritsar. Its
objective was twofold. It planned to bring to the Sikh community the benefits of
western enlightenment through modern education. It also countered the
proselytizing activities of the Christian missionaries as well as Hindu revivalists.
The Sabha opened a network of Khalsa schools and colleges throughout the
Punjab.

The Akali movement was an offshoot of the Singh Sabha movement. The Akali
movement aimed to liberate the Sikh Gurudwaras from the control of corrupt

The Akali movement was a sectarian or a regional
movement. The Akali leaders played a notab
struggle though some dissenting voices were hear

Parsi Reform Movement

The Parsi community could not re y the changes that swept India.
In 1851 a group of English et up the Rehnumai Mazdeyasan
Sabha or Religious Refor i the object of "the regeneration of the

abhai Naoroji, K.R. Cama were in the
spaper Rast-Goftar (Truth-Teller) propagated
si religious rituals and practices were reformed
redefined. In the field of social reform, attention was focused on
rsi women in society like removal of pardah system, raising
ducation of women. Gradually the Parsis emerged as the
of Indian society.

forefront of the movemen
the message of

improvement
the age arriage an
most wes seeti
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UNIT B: SOCIAL STRU

65

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi



http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [e]s5381qu)s Call 99996 93744

RURAL & AGRARIAN SOCIAL STRUCTURE

THE IDEA OF INDIAN VILLAGE AND VILLAGE STUDIES

VILLAGE COMMUNITY

Village community is the original abode of human civilization. The human
civilization has been reared up in the cradle of village community. It has rightly
been remarked that God made the country and man made the city. Village setting
is the happy paradise of Nature who blesses it with innumerable number of
peculiarities that make it evergreen and self sustaining. In course of time, the
forces of industrialization and urbanization have brought about a new transformed
form of human habitat called urban communities. But the villagé, community till

India lives villages. It is the theatre wherein the quantum of rural life unfolds
itself and functions. Like every social phenomenon village is a historical category”.
Emphasizing on stability and importance of village community, Charles Metcalfe
writes 'Dynasty after dynasty tumbles down, revolution succeeds revolution, Hindu,
Mughal, Pathan, Marathas, Sikhs and English are masters in turn. But village
community survives'.

Generally, village community consists of number of families living in direct
interaction with each other in a definite territory, sharing a common folk culture,
having a certain degree of community sentiment and a relatively autonomous
organization, the structure and function of which is decided by the villagers
themselves. Primary occupations based on nature are the dominant modes of
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occupation of such families. The most common occupations are agriculture, fishery
animal husbandry and the ancillary activities. As Charles Metcalfe writes, "village
communities are little republics having nearly everything they want within
themselves and almost independent of any foreign relations." Thus, village
community is a number of families living in physical proximity with each other in a
definite geographical area. They share sorrows, sufferings and pleasure with one
another and develop community consciousness. They enter into definite social,
economic and cultural relations which distinguish them from others who do not
belong to that village community.

Historical Evolution of Village Community: Its

Birth:

From time immemorial man has been living in villages. In when he
was leading a nomadic or barbarian life, he was very nt nature

and was not conscious about the organized life or re. He was
wandering in search of food here and there and c here. In the
course of time, his mental horizon expanded ang he knowledge and skill
to procure food and to fulfill his material needs fo tract of land. This

led to the end of nomadic life and people s on some river banks
and fertile areas. Owing to this, first villg developed on river banks
and fertile areas which could provide for agriculture. In course
of time he learnt he could provi [ ghing to the land with the help of
animals, planting different trees ' v All these contributed to the
permanency of his settled lifefi geographical area. In this context
Desai remarks that "the ri bound up with the rise of agricultural
economy in history. The femergenc village signified that man passed from
e settled one. This is basically due to the
improvement of tools of p hich made agriculture and hence, settled life
on a fixed territorial zone, le and necessary. When some families lived
same area they began to share each other's joy, sorrows and
attern of common life emerged. This led the foundation of

The most important factor responsible for the birth of village community was land.
Number of families settle in a particular track of land because of the fertility of
land. If the land is sandy, rocky, uneven it becomes difficult to carry on agriculture
there and village community cannot develop there. In the deserts of Sahara and
Arabia human habitation is rare. In mountain area there are no big villages. On the
other hand, in the plains of Nile, Thames, Ganga, Jamuna, Narmada etc. a number

of villages have grown up mainly due to the fertility of land.
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(ii) Water

There is a saying that 'where is water, there is life.' The facility of water plays a very
important role in the development of village community. Without water neither
human life nor the plant life is possible. Man requires water for his personal use
and for agriculture. If water is not available, the most fertile and cultivable land
becomes use less. River is the main source of water. So village communities develop
on river banks. Even due to this facility of water, small villages grow up in the heart
of deserts with farms in oasis. It is also found that the great ancient civilizations of
the world have grown and developed in the places where fertile land and sufficient
water is available freely. Therefore, along with land, water is an important factor for
the growth of village community.

(iii) Climate

A favourable climate is most essential for human he

more developed than the village communiti
in India are a derivative effect of the ho

urge like séx. The phenomenon of marriage with all its rites and rituals evolved
gradually. With the passage of time different types of relationships grew up.
Various institutions had to be created to cater to man’s multifarious needs. Various
agreements, with the passing of generations grew up into customs and traditions.
Gradually, a complex social system evolved and developed in many dimensions.

Economic System

At first every individual family had to produce all things that it needed with the
growth of population the demands for various necessary commodities grew and it
became impossible for a particular man to produce all the things. Hence, people
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divided various jobs like forming, carpentry, black smithy etc, among themselves.
This needed again another system for transfer and exchange of goods and services
and slowly the notion of marketing set in. Along with these developments several
new types of relationships and agreements grew up. A separate system dealing with
production, distribution and consumption gradually emerged with various
institutions and laws.

Political System

At first man was living in free state of nature, where there was no security of his
life. To save himself from the wild animals and to get assistance at the time of
troubles, he made different agreements with his fellow beings andJed a group life.

features and functions.

Characteristics of Village Community

age community. It is not only a mode of
e entire village life is influenced by it. Smith
collective enterprise are the bases of rural
er and the countryman are almost synonymous terms". Maclver
e predominant occupation of agriculture has other attributes
which i s on the mentality of the countryman and are reflected in
his socia i t, like urban wage earner, an employee working under

production but also a wa
remarks that "agriculture
economy. The

immediate onl at a task specially assigned to him. Whether he is a tenant
or fi where he is a serf, his time and season, his varying task his
alterati and rest are set for him not by the commands of a master but by

the exigen of nature." Thus, agriculture is the predominant mode of occupation
of villagers which influences the entire gamut of relationships in rural getting.

2. Small Size of the Village Community

Village communities are comparatively small in size. Due to it a sense of
belongingness and primary group relationship develop among the villagers. Smaller
the group the more intimate it is. Thus, in village community a deep, intense and
enduring type of relationship is found among people. A deeper sincerity of interests
in affairs-of fellow beings, intensity of community sentiment, we feeling, feeling of
dependence, are all due to the small size of village community.
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3. Dominant Role of Family and Neighbourhood

Family occupies a very dominant position in village community. It acts as the main
agent of social control. It also determines activities of the people like marriage,
religious performances, political affiliations etc. Such dominant position of the
family also provides impetus for marked stability of village community. About the
role of family Maclver says "in rural areas where the family is relatively dominant
and self contained, a group responsibility prevails ...... The status of an individual is
likely to be the status of the family. Property is likely to be thought of as a family
possession. Family opinion develops about most matters of interests and is apt to
permeate all its members".

er constant
elationship in the

difficulties. Their topic of gossip is common an
guidance of the whole neighbourhood. Thi

small scale and more or
The roles of the carpent

f living is another important characteristic of village life.
rmers possess a small size of the cultivatable land. The

1s hard labour and sweat, a farmer gets the substantial amount
ich he maintains his family. The ill practices like theft, robbery,
c. are not significantly visible in villages. The villagers lead an
idealistic life in accordance with the norms of family and caste. Generally they do
not make false pretence and boasting. Their life is plain and open. They are not so
much mad after the material possessions and are satisfied with whatever they have
in their hands. All these make them relatively simple, sober and soft.

6. Faith in God and religion

Most of the village people are illiterate and ignorant. They have strong belief in God
and religion. They are nearer to nature. Nature causes heavy loss and devastation
for the rural people. Thus, villagers develop a kind of fear for the natural forces and
start worshiping them with a view to get escape from their wrath. Such nearness to

70

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi



http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [e]s5381qu)s Call 99996 93744

nature also determines the attitude of farmers towards land, animals, health,
natural calamities etc. For all these religion becomes part and parcel of rural social
life.

7. Group Feeling and Mutual Cooperation

In the village life, group feeling of altruism occupies an important place. Villagers
are ready to sacrifice their own interests or even life for the sake of village. They
lead a life based on cooperation and mutual understanding. Agriculture, the major
occupation of the villagers is sort of co-operative enterprise. It needs a lot of
manpower necessitating the people to co-operate with each other. Therefore,
cooperation is a natural necessity of the village community. This, co-operation is
based on love, affection, goodwill and fellow feeling. Due to these“things, the social

8. Common Ideology and Culture

In village community people have common ideology
definite locality. When people live in a definite
generations, a common ideology and belief natu

gether or over
f their group life.

They cultivate common cultural traits, beha s and follow common
customs and traditions.

9. Lack of Specialization

In village community there i ittle cialization. Even in occupational
activities, although differ. i population are supposed to practice
different types of occupation, there ch specialization in modern sense of the

10. Low

entration of population at a particular space is very low in
an centres a large number of people concentrate within a

population.
11. Hard Working and Painstaking

Village people are very hard working and painstaking. Their life is governed by
nature. Neither they feel suffocated in summer, nor chilled in winter, nor afraid of
the lightning and thunders of the rain. Hard conditions of life and the hardships of
agricultural activities make them physically more painstaking from the very
childhood.
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12. Poverty and Illiteracy

Poverty and illiteracy are the constant friends of village life. Owing to pressure on
land, it is fragmented into small holdings which results in poor productivity.
Besides, there are also a number of landless labourers in village community. The
income of villagers is very low. They have to take coarse rice and wear rough
clothes.

The ever increasing poverty deprives them even from elementary education what to
speak of highly expensive technical, specialised education. Those minority who can
afford such are led by blind beliefs and religious dogmas which Kkills their initiative
for higher education.

13. Caste System

intercourse, ritual performances, occupation eve i is decCided by caste
Panchayats.

14. Less intensity of mobility and change

1ten cause people are generally
following the same occupation, the ng gccupation or change of caste is not
permissible. One's status and posit i enritly fixed on the basis of birth in

unity is very low due to the rigidity of
Therefore the village community is
has remarked that “Urban community may
be said to resemble swiftly river, where water churns about incessantly.
Rural commu is a quiet pond with small waves created by cool breeze.”
Zimmerman c@mments, "Rural community is similar to calm water in a pail and
the urbag comm , 10 boiling water in a kettle."

15. nt
In e lage was an independent, self-sufficient and autonomous
organiz . THe villagers tried to manage their own affairs by themselves through

the traditig@al institutions like caste Panchayats and village Panchayat. Every
village was a 'little republic’ having everything for its members.
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Nowadays, a number of steps are being theé) government to reorganise
these 'republics', which have lost thg tali ing’ modern periods of Indian
history. These local self-governi the day-to-day life of village
community through informal meth@ds a Dy preserve its socio-economic
identity.

16. Rigidity of Social Con

In village community, t pri institutions play a very significant role in
exercising social control. mary institutions are family, caste council,
neighbourhoo up etc. Thes€ institutions regulate the behaviour of individuals

through informal means. Due to the rigidity of value system, customs, traditions
etc, the gbserv ese informal rules becomes obligatory for members. There
is little c of deviation from it, and any such deviation is severely criticised and
punished oplé’'in most informal manner.

17. Tradit

The age old tradition is a peculiar characteristic of village community. Village
community is custom bound and tradition ridden. The minds of villagers are so
much pre-occupied with traditional beliefs and faiths that the diffusion of new
ideas and beliefs take place very slowly.
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Types of Village Communities

With differential climatic and historical conditions different types of village
communities have emerged in different periods of human history. They differ from
each other in their social systems, folk cultures, traditions etc. For example, a wide
variance is marked between a Saxon village, the German Mark, Russian Mir, Indian
Gram, village of feudal Europe, American village and western European villages etc.
Different social thinkers and sociologists have classified village communities into
different types on the basis of several factors. The major types may be discussed as
follows.

(A) On the basis of residence

On the basis of residence Harold J. Peake has classified vill unities into

following three types.

(i) Migratory Villages: The people of this type of villa
season in a particular locality, arrange their foods dro

(ii) Semi-Permanent Villages: In semi perm
for few years at a particular place
exhaustion of the productivity of 1
compared to migratory type of vill
animals like cow and goat b ivate the land for agriculture. They
generally burn down the sma s etc. and sow seed over the earth
which gives them some c aft . And when the people find that land is
not yielding required am@unt of foo s, they leave the place for another new
settlement.

villages people reside
nother place due to the
of residence is more as

(iii) Permanent
permanently f
social relation

icultural Vi : In such type of villages people live
generations. They develop farm practices, village organisation and
ithi eir own villages as well as with their neighbouring villages.

Usually do not change their place of living and place of cultivation. In such
type of vi er t households are created. The number of households may
va om a’ mber to hundreds or thousands.

(B) On the Basis of settlement

On the basis of settlement Meitzen has classified village communities into two
heads namely nucleated and dispersed villages.

(i) Nucleated Village - In the nucleated villages the residents dwell in one cluster
and it has a dense population. The different families live in physical proximity with
each other and lead a common life. Their farms are spread around the village
dwelling. Their farm land may be scattered in many plots or may be consolidated in
a block.
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(ii) Scattered Villages- In this type of village families are scattered over a relatively
large piece of land. The villagers live separately in their respective farms, which is
away from one another. Since their houses are dispersed they have a lesser degree
of contact with each other. Their social life assumes a different form. However,
some sort of relationship binds all the families together. Generally they participate
in common festivals and observe common functions.

(C) On the basis of organization:
On this basis villages may be classified as follows.

(i) Co-operative Villages

In this type of village, land is owned individually and people pull"their regources

together for common cultivation and farming. Generally coo are
organised to supply them their necessary commodities e of
village of Israel, cooperative village in India and Saxomfwvill any fall in

this group.

(ii) Semi Collective Villages

In such villages land belong to the collecti
resources are owned collectively. The p
grains and other essential goods.
monthly or annual dues fixed acco
villagers is not associated with t ours worked by members of a
particular family. The famili uota according to the numerical
strength of the family.

1 means of production and
er for production of food
sumption, they get their

(iii) Collective Villages

so maintained from the common funds. As a whole, such
full security for the whole life of a person, his children and

(D) On the basis of Land Ownership
On this basis, villages may be classified into following two categories.
1) Land Lord Villages

In such villages land is owned by individual family or a few number of families
known as landlords. The landlords possess all the rights over the land but give the
land to the tenants. The landlords also impose rent on the land which tenants
usually pay. They (landlords) give certain percentage of rent to King or government
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and keep a good percentage for themselves. Such type of villages existed in India
before the abolition of intermediaries in agricultural sector.

2) Ryotwari Villages

In Ryotwari villages, farmers are the owners of the land and they cultivate it. They
directly pay the rent to the government without any intermediary. Such villages are
known as Ryotwari villages where land is owned by Ryots or cultivators.

Besides these important classifications of village community, S.C. Dube has made
a comprehensive classification of Indian village communities on the basis of
following criteria.

1. Classification of villages according to the size of population, agea, d etc.
2. Classification according to caste and racial elements.
3. Classification on the basis of ownership of land.

4. Classification on the basis of authority and privileg

5. Classification on the basis of local traditio

The British Raj, incidentally, brou reports about village life in

India. Ramakrishna Mukherjee ivlogist who analysed the social
organisation of village commugities d written the Rise and Fall of the
East India Company. He inform to the advent of the British in India, the
village community syste otediby several authorities. He finds out that

village social organisatio sent or rudimentary in the south west

as in the present-day state of Kerala and in

India and on the basis of their exhaustive description
ers on India's villages were prepared. It could therefore be
of village studies though the purpose of these studies was

three categories as under:
1. studies/reports brought out by administrators
2. studies conducted by economists; and

3. studies prepared by sociologists and anthropologists.
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Studies/Reports brought out by Administrators

First detailed findings about Indian villages were made by East India Company's
officials in the Madras presidency. At a later stage, Holt reported about the
existence of village communities in northern India. Mackenzie & Sir Charles
Metcalfe, members of the Governor General Council brought out details about the
Indian village life. In the same vein Elphore noted the presence of village
communities in the Deccan in his report. The first Punjab Administrative Report
was published in 1852 after the consolidation of the power in that territory was
brought out. The accounts given by Badele (1899) gave the impression that "all
land must have some landlord, which was under him". The British Parliamentary
Papers recorded quite categorically that the previously the Zamin

revenue, appears to be unusual, if not unknown in
introduction by government into the Company's do

The future of India lies in its villages

— Mahatma Gandhe —

traditional village life and called for Gram Swaraj
If we go e official records of East India Company, Ramakrishna Mukherjee
concludes tHat village community system flourished practically all over India. It

appears that the villages up to the advent of British India were autonomous.
Jurisdiction of the village authorities extended over houses, streets, bazaars
(markets), burning grounds, temples, wells, tanks, wasteland, forests, forests
lands, that the village council looked after the village differences, settled village
disputes, organised works of public utility, acted as a trustee for minors and
collected the government revenue and paid them into the central treasury.

The village autonomy was also manifested in the decision making process
pertaining to a village. Each village had its representatives for decision taking.
Local executive officers were usually hereditary servants and not the members of
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the central bureaucracy; they usually sided with the local bodies in their tussle
with the central government.

Perhaps, the pioneering work on village studies was done by Gilbert Slater (1918).
Slater, while writing in his introduction to the study of some South Indian villages,
observes:

“Villages came before towns and even in the most industrialized countries, where
all economic questions tend to be studied form an urban point of view, it is well to
be reminded that the economic life of a town or city cannot be understood without

which it attracts young men and women. The importance of
village life in India in view of the enormous preponder

mines and no great industry like cotton manuf:
Bengal.”

Studies conducted by Economists

After the First World War it became clea

Congress, that there was a marked @ i ia's rural economy. There
was abject poverty, squalor and diSorganiz village societies; the rumblings

had become conscious a
Karl Marx. This brought
of the Indian peasantry. ic description given by Marx on the basis of the
literature available to him

“Those small extremely ancient Indian communities, some of which have

day; are based on possession in common of the land on the

Indian soci€ty as a whole, by means of the exchange of commodity. It is the surplus
alone that becomes a commodity, and a portion of even that not until it has
reached the hands of the state into whose hands from time immemorial, certain
quantity of these products has found its way in the shape of rent in kind. The
constitution of these communities varies in different parts of India. In those of the
simplest form, the land is tilled in common, and the produce divided among the
members. At the same time, spinning and weaving is carried on, in each family as
subsidiary industry. Side by side, with the masses thus occupied with one and
same work, we find the 'chief inhabitant', who is judge and police in one, the book
keeper who keeps the accounts of the village and registers everything relating
thereto; another official who prosecutes criminals strangers travelling through and
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escorts them to the next village and maintains the boundaries against
neighbouring communities; the water observer, who distributes the water from the
common tanks for irrigation; the Brahmin, who conducts the religious services; the
school master, who on the sand teaches the children reading and writing; the
calendar-Brahmin, or astrologer, who makes known the lucky or unlucky days for
seed time and harvest, and for every other kind of agricultural work; a smith and a
carpenter, who make and repair all the agricultural implements; the potter, who
makes all the pottery of the village; the barber, the washerman, who washes
clothes; the silversmiths, here and there the poet, who, in some communities
replaces the silversmith, in other, the school master. This dozen of individuals is
maintained at the expense of the whole community.”

Contextually, the Indian National Movement pl
fruitful by-products was to create interest of goci
mass movement of 1920s, led by Gandhi

question, synchronised with series of vi stu
India.

S. J. Patel (1952) has described t fa ian crisis almost all over India

With the end-of the Fi
accompanied by the en

beginning of an agrarian crisis was
into the political arena, as exemplified
campaigns led by Gandhiji. As a result, the

G. Keatings an Mann in Bombay, Gilbert Slater in Madras and E.V. Lucas
in Punja ive studies of particular villages and general agricultural
problems. these investigations evoked great interest and stressed the

further study.

Historic origin of village studies with the economic perspective really goes
back to period beginning after First World War to the attainment of
independence. During this long period, the condition of peasantry in the country as
a whole was worst. There were famines, famine reports and the general poverty
gripped with indebtedness. It was realized by the leaders of the struggle for
independence to understand the reasons for the appalling poverty of the masses of
villagers.

The Punjab Board of Economic Enquiry organised village surveys conducted by
individual workers since 1920s. The Bengal Board of Economic Enquiry was set up
in 1935 and it conducted village surveys. Again Tagore's Visva Bharti took up
village surveys around Shanti Niketan. J.C. Kumarappa was a Gandhian
economist. He developed Gandhian economic perspective by conducting surveys in
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the villages. Writing introduction to Kumarappa's book, An Economic Survey of
Matar Taluka (1931), Kalelkar wrote:

«

If there is one thing that characterizes the educated man in India and
distinguishes him from those elsewhere, it is his abysmal ignorance of the actual
rural conditions in his own country. There are some people who are anxious to see
India industrialised. But none of them have secured the bedrock of statistics
collected from the mouth of the peasants themselves. The present survey is unique
in this respect.”

Even during 1940s decade social scientists in India showed considerable interest in
village studies. Only it could be noticed that henceforth the social scientists began
to launch extensive enquiries by covering large tracts in the ligh the picture of
rural society already built up by means of the ever increasin
village studies. Concurrently, they were often found to
aspects of the rural problem in a particular area.

and commissions, we would find that the focus iryllimvariably was economic
status of the village people. Poor status of i ught and famine
indebtedness were the major thrust of rura ting on the status of
village studies largely during the perio
Ramakrishna Mukherjee writes:

need of the country and
different motive it was t

1689.

Actually, the i st of the Raj in promoting the study of villages was to
assess the revgnue potential of the villagers. The British were interested to increase
their trade an same time maintain their force. The renewed interest in
village studi r the attainment of independence and particularly the
implement n Constitution. The government decided to take up the task

of of India's villages. It was argued by the by the social
anthr and then rural sociologists that when rural studies can help the
British to IConsolidate their colonial reign in India, why could these studies be
helpful to Puild up the new nation from the grassroots. This prompted social

scientists; particularly the social anthropologists, to take village studies in a larger
way.

Studies Prepared by Sociologists and Social Anthropologists

During the colonial period, the anthropologists were busy in studying the tribal
communities. With the village development programmes in operation, the
anthropologists found it obligatory to shift to the study of village communities. S.C
Dube (1938) explains this shift and observes:
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Anthropologists are no longer concerned primarily, or even mainly, with the study
of tribal culture; in increasing numbers they are now operating nearer home in
village communities where they have discovered challenging possibilities of
theoretical and applied social science research.

It was convenient for social anthropologists to shift from tribal studies to village
studies. They had been employing the fieldwork method in the study of tribal
communities. This method was also suitable for the study of village communities.
The concept of ideal folk society, developed by Redfield, was tried out in analyzing
the cultures of Latin America, but there it was found almost non operative. While
re-examining it Redfield thought that there was nothing wrong in the concept itself.

The later studies proved that the folk societies tend to lose increagingly their basic

thus, gradually transform themselves into village comm late
themselves from the ideal types, say, the one constructed . ltural
contact gives rise to a continuum, technically known a
The intermediate category between the two pola
societies or the village community.

continuum.
he peasant

-

&
ﬂ-“_-

City based students visiting a village for its study

Yogesh Atal (1969), while evaluating the rural studies conducted in India, observes:

Thus, the processes of change initiated and accelerated by contact have opened
new vistas of study. They presented new problems of analysis and research
methodology. It was apparent that the holistic approach that could be successfully
employed in the study of isolated and remotely situated small tribal communities
was not possible here. The 'whole' of the village community was not complete. It
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was a part of a wider whole---of a greater society. In order to apprehend the village
in its totality, it was deemed essential to take cognizance of extraneous forces and
factors that affect the life ways and work ways of the community.

The village studies which were conducted during the first quarter of 1950s had an
obvious advantage vis-a-vis survey research. The village surveys which were
undertaken by government agencies, commissions and individual scholars were
highly extensive. There surveys, however, did not rigorously confirm to explore the
depth of rural life.

There are some social scientists who differentiate between rural sociology and rural
anthropology. For both these social sciences, the field is common but the methods
and techniques are different. Keeping this difference in view it be said that
rural sociology makes a generalized analysis on nation i
anthropology makes intensive study of particular village

methodology. Rural India provides a good meeting
This effective communication is indeed a heal tre
this happy merging (Atal, 1969).

o disciplines.
should welcome

Decade of the Flood of Village Studies

Social Background

namely, village developm ion and Panchayati Raj. Village studies
ding.

social scientists. Dube's Indian Village, Majumdar's Rural
3 Village India and Srinivas' India's Villages were major
the year. The same year a conference was also had under the

also participated. They much discussed the concept of Sanskritisation proposed by
Srinivas in Religion and Society in Coorg, reiterated by him who thought the
discussion had reinforced his belief in its validity. @ The proceedings of the
conference have been published in a book entitled Society in India. Later, Twice
Born (Carstairs, 1957), India’s Changing Villages (Dube, 1958), Caste and
Communication in an Indian Village (Majumdar, 1958), Caste and the Economic
Frontier (Bailey, 1957) and Village Life in Northern India (Lewis, 1958) were added
to the library of Indian rural studies. Albert Mayer's book Pilot Project India (1958)
summarises the main achievements of the Etawah project. An Introduction to
Rural Sociology in India, an anthology edited by A.R. Desai, appeared in a revised
and enlarged version in the year 1959. Later, Edrian Mayer's work on caste and
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several research papers based on fieldwork in rural areas have appeared in various
journals. The yearly sessions of the Indian Sociological Conference have also
included discussions on varied and important problems of rural analysis.
University departments of anthropology and sociology have been and are
undertaking various projects for conducting researches in the rural areas. The
Research Programme Committee of the Planning Commission, Government of India
is also promoting rural research through such centres.

After the decade of 1950s; there has definitely been a thrust in the study of villages.
Earlier, the anthropologists were engaged in the study of tribal communities. They
also took to the study of castes found in different cluster of villages. The village
studies included, largely, caste as a form of stratification. The ecgnomic aspect of

development plans, economists, sociologists and social a
together to provide a holistic profile of the village commu . i status
of village studies Ramakrishna Mukherjee very rightly o

Thus, the frontiers of the three disciplines meet in
scientists duly equipped to cross the no man's db isciplines should
also be forthcoming.

The question, therefore, does not boil dg to ich discipline should undertake
the task or that it can be acco on nterdisciplinary research.
Contrariwise the question throws ge to create interest among those

themselves accordingly.

Some Issues included in

ian Village is a traditional account of Shamirpeth.

Shamirpe ifi the Telangana region of Andhra Pradesh. Dube brings out
de idage and informs that despite there being more than a dozen
caste age 'displays integration. The methodology employed in this study is
interdiscipli . Experts from different development departments have contributed

towards thePcompletion of study. It is a classic example of structural functional
method. The nature of study is holistic.

M.N. Srinivas (1955) edited work India's Villages contains village studies conducted
by Indian, British and US anthropologists. Among the contributors are included
M.N. Srinivas, David Mandelbaum, Eric J. Miller, Kathleen Gough, Mckim Marriott,
S.C1 Dube and others. These studies have taken into consideration the totality of
the village life. However, some issues are untouched in some of the studies. Some
of the contributors have come out with certain conceptual constructs.

The problem of the unity of village has been a major concern of the contributors to
India's Villages. For instance, the unity of village has been discussed by a number
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of scholars. Admittedly, a few people living in a small village, at some distance from
other similar villages, with extremely poor roads between them and majority of
them being engaged in agriculture activity, must display a strong sense of unity.
The unity of the village, it is found, is based on the solidarity of caste. Caste is a
strong unifying factor. The concept of dominant caste has for the first time
appeared in this edited book. It has been proposed by M.N. Srinivas in his study of
Rampura. The methodology employed by the contributors has been structural
functional.

Marriott's Village India (1955), yet another edited work, also includes both foreign
and Indian social scientists studying villages from the complexity of Indian
civilization. The methodology however, is structural functional. e contributors

concept of universalization and parochialization. These
explained with the concepts of great and little traditio

sociology and social anthropology. Some o
namely, Sanskritisation and domina
contributors of this edited work.
Sanskritisation, Majumdar sugges

eveloped by Srinivas,
een re-examined by the

Brahmin castes also try to idefitify i ters with other castes. Most of the
studies included the work

F.G Bailey's (1957) stud
and class formation. He

n Orissa brings out the problem of caste
at the local level economic formulations run
employs structural functional method and

the study of Mohana, a village in Uttar Pradesh considers
y of life. He follows Redfield's concept of little community
ic characters of Redfield's little community. Majumdar's
illage runs as below:

system all leading to a proper understanding of a little community, has its
limitations, particularly in Indian conditions.

The Indian village has a special kind of communication system characterised by
caste relations. Majumdar observes:

Here in Mohana live the high castes and the lower castes, here they share a similar
pattern of life, here they feel a kind of consciousness of homogeneity,
interdependence, and also a sense of security, bond of living together and sharing
opportunities and crisis.
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G.S. Ghurye (1960) made a new experiment in the village study, in his After a
Century and a Quarter. The village of the study- Lonikand or the town of Loni was
earlier studied by Major Coats in 1819. The description given by Coats has served
as a cutting point for Ghurye. He argues that the village is interwoven by pervasive
role of religion. The author has described the structure of village community, its
social organisation and the changes brought in it during a period of a century and
a more in the field of bio-social life of the people. The village pattern of living is
brought through a description of representative families. Though the author has
not constructed any theoretical formulation, he very interestingly brings out
changes in Lonikand from Coats to the present study. In fact, Lonikand is a study
unfolding social and cultural change that took place during a long period of 100
years.

in south India. Quite like Ghurye's Lonikand,
transformation. He observes that the social change i
of a more open social system. Until recently, villa ial li shaped by its

division into three caste groups in Sripuram: T i middle-level non-
Brahmins and the Adi-Dravida; the caste ined his position in
the class system and power in hierarchy, a self’ was acquired only by
birth.

Beteille's work falls in the dom, tification. On the strength of
empirical data he generalises i India caste remains a major form of
stratification. Class and powe ithi e longer ethnic group of the caste.

Rural Sociology in India esai is a very interesting and refreshing
work in the field of rural esai has provided an interesting introduction
to rural sociologyg in India in st part. The remaining 16 parts contain village
different anthropologists and sociologists. These parts are actually
ielogy, which include a comprehensive narration and analysis
al aspects of village life, Indian village community, rural
nrest, land reforms, rural industries and institutions,

Besides a sing structural and historical aspects of rural sociology A.R. Desai
has edited Vet another giant work on peasant struggles in India (1979). The edited
work provides a panoramic view of tribal and peasant struggles in India during the
colonial period. In fact, it is book of readings which gives an insight into various
sources, some of which are rare documents, not easily available and have acquired
the character of archival importance. This is a praiseworthy attempt to present an
all-India picture of tribal and peasant struggles. It is precisely a work couched in
Marxian scheme of interpretation.

Desai vehemently argues that some of the issues raised in the work are not merely
academic discussions. They determine strategies, shape polices, organise action,
and frame approaches towards different sections of the rural population.
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There are dozens of village studies which could be included for our analysis. But,
the fact remains that in sociology, social anthropology and rural sociology, study of
village community has become an established tradition. The issues raised in these
studies are several. Some of the issues have been critically debated.

Village studies have become very popular in social anthropology and sociology.
Though, some of the issues concerning villages have been continuously raised, a
few of the issues have been seriously contested. A few years back (in 1957) a strong
protest about treating villages in India as sociological microcosms came from Louis
Dumont. Dumont's comments are as below:

“To what extent, we are asked, is an Indian village a microcos
macrocosm of India civilisation? But India, sociologically speakin
of villages. It is true that the idea of the village is present in
thought and can affect the unwary sociologists as muc
modern Indian politician.

reflecting the
not made up

To pose the opposition of village to civilisation is at
sociological reality which similar groups may and to have been
deceived by the appearances. The idea of the n civilization, its
reinforcement by Mahatma Gandhi, the i of early government
officers and the influence of anthropologi ewhere in the world have
an understanding of an

ys that our understanding about social
ple in the complex, small in the great, in

thought in general suppresses and if one could add "it also lies
the objective realities of social phenomena in terms of systems of

ritoriality, 'political' kinship and economic solidarity, the sense of
village ide on many occasions cuts across caste loyalties which usually divide a

village.

The authors concerned with the village studies have also raised the question of
village unity. As we have seen above, the village unity becomes weakened by caste
and political parties. In the villages of Rajasthan we have as elsewhere several
evidence to show that the castes of Jat and Rajput very much divide the village
organization. One can very easily observe that a single village is divided into many
by Jat and Rajput clusters. Viewed in this respect village cohesion or unity is an
elusive phenomenon.
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Yogendra Singh finds that there are several village institutions which have their
network spread over to a number of villages. The inter caste relations are
characterized by reciprocity. For instance, the jajmani system ties a single village to
a number of villages. The recent studies which we have in social anthropology show
that the village unity today has become a fiction. Jajmani system is replaced by
cash payment. In fact, in all regions of Indian villages are changing in respect of
economic institutions, power structure, and inter caste relationship. A major
source of economic change is land reform which has created great sociological
impact on village social structure... Land reform in village has been introduced
through: (i) abolition of intermediaries; (ii) tenancy reforms; (iii) ceiling on
landholdings and redistribution of land (iv) reconsolidation of holdings and
prevention of holdings from deteriorating to uneconomic size; emphasis on
development of cooperative farming; and (vi) religio-economic

surplus land by the rich to the poor as Bhoodan. Thes een
implemented differently in different states they hav niform
sociological consequences. It appears that the earlier k ge unity has been
replaced by another form of unity constituted by 1 ake a stock-

micro-structure since ancient period of histo
British period that "village communitie
everything that they want within them

served during the
lics, having nearly
ost independent of any

foreign relations" has been reinforcéd by Gandhi. In other words,
Gandhiji observed that a village shou -sufficient, and should be morally
and economically integrated wit ian“society. Yogendra Singh, while

emphasising the importance ofdi yporary observes:

The village as a micro- s not only been recognized but has
gradually become a vital al developmental planning and politico-
cultural consciousness.
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AGRARIAN SOCIAL STURCTURE

EVOLUTION OF LAND TENURE SYSTEM

Land management is the most crucial aspect of agrarian system and agrarian
relations. Tenancy in agriculture land refers to leasing out land by an owner to a
person who actually cultivates that land temporarily by his personal labour and
pays rent in cash or kind to the owner. The owner, generally, has a subordinate
interest in that land as he holds it as a matter of social status or to get an
unearned income. As such, the owner is less interested in the improvement of the
land as it is not the main source of his living. Such land tenure is far inferior to
owner cultivator if we look at it from the viewpoint of tenant's interest.

If we look at the land tenure system in India we find that t
British legacy. The land structure served the colonial i
main features of land structure in India in the pre-British

(i) It was a self-reliant village economy where therell was
exchange.

(ii) The farmers produced enough to sustain
the produce.

oad terms, three types of land tenure

andlord's tenure. The landlords (Zamindars)
government and the actual cultivators. This
to being as a result of the East India Company making a huge
inistration in 1765 for Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa where
realise land revenue. Through permanent settlement in

settlement.{Under the former the land revenue used to be fixed for a long duration
while under the later it was for a shorter duration after which the land revenue
could always be enhanced. In political terms the Zamindars became their
collaborators and stooges of the British.
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Summary of three land revenue systems

Particulars Zamindari M ahalwari Ry otwari

Year 1793 18224 1792*

Provinces Bengal, North Modras | Agroand Oudh, Punjab | Modras, Bomba)y, Berar
and Bonaraos and Central Indla and Central India

Ownership Earlier individual, later Whole village Ired i id sl
on to Zamindar Jeommunity based

Responsibility of Zamindar Whaole Village {ﬂ}hg! Indh.i:lu.‘gi

payment Committee)

Protagonist Lord Cornwallis Willlam Bentinck Sir Thomas Munro

fhttps:/ fenwikipedia.crg/wiki/Mahaleari  ®http:/ fencyclopedia2 thefreedictionary.comy Ryotwari
By the start of 1940 all the three systems had more or less degenerated to absentee
landlordism with sub-letting and rack-renting. There were massive army of landless labourers
and tenants-at-will with no proper land records.

(ii)) Ryotwari System: It refers to an indepe
system was promulgated by Thomas Munr
expanded to Bombay, Central Provinces, As
the ryot or the registered holder of land
from the government without any
tenure' and he continued to be la

illage or village community tenure system
nd Oudh Provinces in 1833. Later it was

as vested with land ownership. The communal ownership of land
mmunity was the basis of this system. The Numberdaar
ponsible to, collect maalguzari (tax) and deposit it in the
e wasteland, trees, wells and ponds etc. were common

of independence a number of measures were taken to reform land
ure and land relations. In fact Indian National Congress,
spearheading the freedom movement, was committed to eliminate the intermediary
parasites and absentee landlords. Though the aspirations of the tiller of the soil
could never be fulfilled totally, yet the agrarian structure underwent important
changes. Various measures of land reforms unleashed numerous forces of change.
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LAND REFORMS

Agrarian structure forms a critical aspect of any discussion on socio-economic
development in India. The issues of economic backwardness and rural tension are
all involved in the basic nature of an agrarian society. Land continues to be the
mainstay of the people. It constitutes not only the structural feature of rural areas
but changes in land relations act as significant indicator of social and economic
change.

Concept of Land Reforms

The term land reform has been used both in a narrow and in a broad sense. In the
narrow and generally accepted sense, land reform means redistri
land for the benefit of small farmers and landless people. i
reform refers to its simplest element commonly found in all
the other hand, in a broad sense land reform is
improvement in the institutions of land system and a

conditions of agriculture. The United Nations h is notion of land
reform. The UN definition says that the programme is an
integrated programme of measures designed to ‘€limi obstacles to economic and
social development arising out of defect$ 3 i ructure.

in the agrarian system.
Objectives of Land Refor

There are no universal m s behind land reforms but some common ones may
be found everyw,

The idea become a part of people's consciousness in the modern
world. Pa i traditional hierarchical society, the idea of equality has

em glutionary force. It also subsumes the elimination of the worst
form’ i ination and poverty. The ideology of equality and social justice has
been e in terms of programmes like land reforms and poverty alleviation.

Secondly,
the developing countries in the world gained independence mainly after the Second
World War. Thus, the achievement of national independence has been associated
with the removal of institutional structures created during colonial rule. Such
structures may include the ownership of large estates by persons of alien
nationality or various forms of land tenures imposed under the Zamindari, a form
of land settlement established during the British rule which became a symbol of
colonial exploitation. Naturally, it was always a target for the leaders of India's
freedom struggle. Accordingly, its abolition became the goal of the first phase of
land reform measures after independence.
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Thirdly, the urge for democracy in contemporary world is another factor behind
land reform programmes. The idea of democracy has become a moving force in
political power. The goal of liberty and justice can be achieved only in a democratic
society. In this manner, even the poor and the deprived express their grievances
and articulate their demands in a democratic way. Thus, environment for reform is
created.

Finally, land reform is taken as a means to increase productivity of land. It is thus
considered one of the key issues in economic development in agricultural societies.
It has been adopted, as a central programme for agricultural development. The
basic issues of agrarian reorganisation are resolved through effective
implementation of land reform measures.

Land Reforms in India

ell due to
associated
t created a

Land reforms in India got underway both due to politic

first with British rule and later with the growt
situation in which undertaking land reform mea

The poverty of the people and extreme peasantry by Zamindars
and moneylenders attracted the att i eaders during the freedom
struggle. It became an important ramme of the Indian National

Congress. A major program i reform was presented in 1936 at

address at Faizpur sessi Congress, Nehru asked for "the removal of
intermediaries between i nd States" after which cooperative or
collective farming must fo

Lucknow in 1936 demanded the abolition of Zamindari,
ants, redistribution of cultivable waste land to landless
. In fact, between, 1920 and 1946 several peasant
d which expressed the grievances of the middle and poor

Movement 1947 in Bengal were some of the major peasant struggles of the pre-
Independence days. Agrarian discontent and injustice had spread throughout the
country. These grievances were expressed in widespread conflicts between peasants
and landlords. But if seen in the context of their goals these peasant struggles
produced positive results. The pressure created by the long drawn struggles
compelled the government to work out plans for the redressal of the complaints of
peasants. In this sense, peasant movements before the independence assumed
historical importance for the land reform programmes that began just after the

independence.
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Land Reforms after Independence

Shortly after independence ample emphasis was put on land reforms as part of the
national policy to transform iniquitous agrarian structure. The strategy adopted
was to introduce land reforms through land legislation. It was broadly indicated by
the Government of India and enacted by the state legislatures.

The primary objectives of land reforms were:

(a)To remove motivational and other impediments which arise from the agrarian
structure inherited from the past, and

(b) To eliminate all elements of exploitation and social injustice wi
system so as to ensure equality of status and of opportunity
population.

in the agrarian

the soil.

(b) Conferment of ownership right on t ts in the land held under

their possession.

(c) Imposition of ceiling on agricultur

ldings.

(d) Consolidation of holdi
modern techniques of agriculture, a

to making easier the application of

tem#the rights of property in land were given to the local rent
persons were called Zamindars and belonged generally to the

into tenants. This structural change in the land system created a class of
intermediary between the State and the actual tillers of the soil. Under the
Raiyatwari system, no intermediary owners were recognized. The actual tillers of
the soil were given transferable rights in their lands. But under this system also
influential Raiyats emerged as powerful landholders. In the Mahalwari settlement,
too, a class of intermediaries had emerged.

These intermediaries had no interest in land management and improvement.
Moreover, while the Zamindars were required to pay a fixed amount of revenue to
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the government, there was no limit on collections from the actual cultivators.
Numerous illegal cesses were imposed from time to time. The Zamindari system
allowed a high level of absenteeism. Thus, the system was not only unjust but it
was also characterized by acute economic exploitation and social oppression.

It was against this background that abolition of intermediary interests became the
first target of land reforms during the early years of the Independence. This
measure, undertaken all over the country, essentially sought removal of all
intermediaries like Zamindar, Jagirdar, Mirasdar and others. It brought cultivators
into direct relationship with the state. It conferred permanent rights in land to
these actual cultivators. Accordingly, by 1954-55 almost all states abolished
intermediary tenures though several land reform legislations. &he abolition of
intermediary tenures represents a remarkable transition to rarian
structure.

(b) Tenancy Reforms

Use and occupancy of land of another person o s known as
tenancy. Tenancy land has been a widespread ifferent parts of the

kind produce system, and the fixed-cas existed both in the

Zamindari and Raiyatwari settled areas. e system, the small farmers and
landless people lease a parcel of land m rich landowners. These
landless cultivators pay rent in ki 2por cash to the landowners in return
for land.

Almost all the states have_leg i stricting the size of holding's which a
ermissible size varies according to the
quality of land. Acquisi
rendered surplus to the c en over by the state and distributed among the
weaker sections of the co . Though land ceiling laws have been passed
framework suggested by the central government, there are
rious state laws. In all the acts there are a variety of
ing. The ceilings that are fixed are also different. While in
are fixed are very high, in others ample scope is, left for

52.99 lakh"are have been distributed. The total number of beneficiaries of this
scheme in the country is 55.10 lakh, of whom 36 per cent belong to the Scheduled
Castes and 15 percent to the Scheduled Tribe.

(d) Consolidation of Holdings

The fragmentation of landholdings has been an important impediment in
agricultural development. Most holdings are not only small but also widely
scattered. Thus, legislative measures for consolidation of holdings have been
undertaken in most of the states. Major focus has been on the consolidation of the
land of a holder at one or two places for enabling them to make better use of
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resources. Attempts have also been made to take measures for consolidation in the
command areas of major irrigation projects.

Land reforms sought to é

(e)Land Records

cords has always been a problem. It is in view of this that
as been made a part of land reform measures.

has been the strong opposition of big landowners.

Nonetheless several states have initiated the process of updating the land records
through provisional surveys and settlements. Steps have also been taken to
computerise these records. A centrally sponsored scheme on computerisation of
land records has been launched with a view to remove the problems inherent in the
manual system of maintenance and updating of land records.
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Impact of Land Reforms: An Assessment

Ensuring Redistribution of land: Agricultural land ceiling laws are one of the
best known efforts of land reforms initiated in India. All Indian states adopted
legislations that place ceilings on the amount of land that a person or a family
can own. The objective was that excess land beyond the specified ceiling would
be distributed to the landless, marginal and the poor. The ceiling laws were
enacted and enforced in two phases: i) between 1960-72 when no specific policy
prescriptions or guidelines were present ii) from 1972 and after the adoption of
national guidelines. According to an estimate, as of 2002, the state
governments have re-distributed approximately 5.4 million acr land to 5.6
million households. West Bengal amounts for 20% of that
and 47% of the ceiling surplus beneficiaries (Hanstad,
an estimate, the state governments have allocate

ntration of
e the share of
be due to the

landownership. The NSS data on landholdings
land in the largest size-class has declin

diaries. Another important finding is
ndless by raising agricultural wages.

uring states, like West Bengal and Bihar, or Kerala and
out that superior literacy status is achieved in states where

Land Reforms were particularly successful in certain states like West Bengal
and Kerala where the communist governments took initiative to frame as well as
implement the law in such a manner that it benefited the landless.

West Bengal’s land allocation practices emphasize distributing available land to
as many landless families as possible rather than trying to give each beneficiary
family a full-sized farm. In recent years, the state has been allocating the
dwindling supply of ceiling-surplus lands in very small plots, averaging less
than one-third of an acre. Field studies have shown that even a fraction of an
acre can provide important supplementary benefits to a landless family. Apart
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from intensively farming the plots, there were reportedly significant increases in
food consumption, income, and social status attributable to the plots.

In other states, the disappointing results were largely due to a lack of political
will. In many cases, ceiling legislation was incomplete and allowed large
landowners to avoid the law. The laws also failed to provide fair compensation
to landowners. Thus, even after policymakers revised the laws, government
officials lacked the will to make compulsory land purchases from the relatively
powerful landowning class. The lack of adequate land records also made
redistribution efforts more difficult. Though there is a need for land reforms
still, the lack of political will exists even today.

model in the implementation of land reforms. Land
played a very important role in materializing some o
achievements of Kerala including higher levels o
death rates. But in the recent years studies

failures in the implementation of measu
from the ambit of land reforms and nonsi

land relations in the state today: S s that the scheduled castes
who are the actual tillers o the bottom even today vis-a-vis
ownership of land. In fa s like fragmentation and uneconomic
land holdings, larger pgécesses o rcialization, out migration from the

ential and reach, the general assessment on land reforms in the

Indian cont er negative. For example, the report of the Task Force on

Agrari i he Planning Commission of India (1973) said in their
overall al nd reforms, ‘The programs of land reform adopted since
I failed to bring about the required changes in the agrarian
st . e lack of political will of the state governments is said to be
respon or this failure. This is amply demonstrated by the large gaps

between icy and legislation and between law and its implementation. It is
alleged that in no sphere of public activity in our country since Independence
has the hiatus between precept and practice, between policy pronouncements
and actual execution been as great as in the domain of land reforms (Basu,
2014).

After 1947, Congress governments had the delicate task of balancing the
expectations of substantial tenants against the existing power and political
connections of the old landlord classes in different regions. This was not easily
achieved. The Uttar Pradesh Zamindari Abolition Act of 1952 and the
Imposition of Ceiling on Land Holdings Act of 1960 pruned the old landlord
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class, though many families were able to preserve wealth and land through
various strategies. The land reforms in UP, for which Charan Singh (1902-87)
took credit, broke up many of the old estates. Some of the landlord families
lacked the skills and connections in law and administration to match the new
rulers. Large numbers of substantial tenant-farmer families became outright
owners and employers of landless agricultural workers. In UP, wealthy tenants
became substantial landowners; but the actual tillers of the soil — landless
labourers — found no change to their position. Their position may have
worsened in that now the people they worked for were more secure, confident
and powerful than ever before. In the sense that landlords were dispossessed,
land reform in Uttar Pradesh could be declared accomplished. However, if land
reform meant a wider distribution of holdings, little happe In fact the
National Sample Survey data showed the bottom 40 p ral

Commission, reported in 2008 that almo
in Bihar was landless or near landless.

33 percent of India’s a land due to tenancy reform legislation.
Though the L Reforms framed in late 1950s, it was implemented in
of the country not before 1965. During this period the landlords
ity to take care of their interests. A large number of tenants
etext of resumption for self-cultivation. It is widely held
reforms was possible in an area where the tenants were

reforms to a decrease in security of tenure. In his assessment of the impact
of Land Reforms Act in Mysore, C.B Damle (1993) alleged that by the time the
radical tenancy legislation was tabled in the state legislative assembly for
enactment in 1974, nearly 78 per cent of the tenants had already lost their
occupancy rights because of their evictions, mostly on the flimsy ground of
resumption for self cultivation. Amy Basu (2014) also cites how land ceiling
legislation in a number of villages led the members of the joint family to divide
the land in smaller proprietary units causing both fragmentation and mass
eviction of tenants.

In addition to causing evictions, the tenancy laws caused passive dispossession
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of the poor. These laws prevented the poor farmers from accessing land through
tenancy. Most rural households believe that landowners risked losing some
rights to their land when they rented it out. As a result (1) some landlords
chose not to farm their land rather than to lease it out for fear of losing rights
and control to tenants; (2) when land is rented, it is given only to people the
landowner can trust not to assert rights. For extra protection, the landowner
also rotates the tenants to different parcels, often every year. In a country which
is largely agricultural and where land is the source of income and social status,
the poor households do not fear exploitation as much as they fear not being
able to access land to improve their lives. The landless poor households often
report that they wish more land was available for rent.

farmers used their power to obtain better
introduced legislations in 16
unsuccessful in all except 3 states gf
some extent. Madhya Pradesh, j

consolidation. This was of ¢
where the land quality w evenWn other states, farmers did not want
to lose any fertile parc e they were not quite sure about the
quality of land to be all and consolidation also suffered because
of the resistance of s, interpersonal disputes, weak land
. Other factors like lack of scientific land
ially in the states in the eastern region), corrupt bureaucracy,
ck of technical skill on the part of officials were other
nd consolidation. Further, small farmers and tenants
ultimately be evicted and become jobless due to farm

=

due to their strong sentimental attachment to land parcels.

Proletarianization_: Studies on agrarian processes in contemporary India show
that land reforms were more successful in the subsistence based paddy
cultivation areas rather than in areas with commercial plantation. Interestingly,
even where the reforms were successful, it is said that most of the beneficiaries
were from among the upper and middle castes rather than the lower dalit caste
groups. However it was found that land reforms were unable to improve the
economic status of the beneficiaries much. Although ex-tenants became land
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owners and landless labourers got small homestead plots, a large part of the
lands were unviable for cultivation. In fact, according to an estimate in the
Dakshin Kannada region about 86% of such land distributed to the middle
castes was fragmented and unviable (Jodhka,1995). They had to look for
alternative sources of income and sometime they even joined the large force of
agricultural labourers in the region. This was solely an impact of land reforms.
The region saw an increase in the number of agricultural workers who are
largely casual labourers. Many ex-tenants who got evicted also joined the rank
of agricultural labourers. This trend is known as the proletarianization of
labour.

of as an initiative that would help in overcoming the st
creating an interest in it. The crux of the land pro
concentrated in the hands of a few who were nei
nor managing it. Alongside, large masses of

was to remove this discrepancy which
address social injustice and lead to ec

Although land reform was a prog i 1 intent, and its ideology was
one of anti- landlordism, ori general interests of the peasants,
it was found that the ac of land reform ended up serving the
interests of the peasan than of the rural poor. According to
P.C. Joshi (1970), the asses made a joint front with the rural
poor to oppose the feud imposed by the landlord class. But it then
made commong cause with ndlords in order to oppose any interpretation

of land refongfn which might mean redistribution of land in favour of the rural
poor.

e perception of a crisis of the agrarian system and a
discontent on the eve of independence, this feeling was
loited by the political elites to wrest the maximum benefit for the
asses from the old landed interests rather than for the rural
oshi (1970) mentions that the content of the agrarian reform
program was such that a) they did not seek to attack the land concentration but
only to modify it b) that they sought to extend protection not to all classes of
tenants but to certain specified sections belonging to the upper strata of the
peasantry. Thus, the land reforms in the long run led to the emergence of the
new landed classes, consisting primarily of medium land owners and superior
tenants, who would henceforth exercise direct control over the economic system
and wield enormous political power from the village to the top levels of the
power structure. Thus, land reforms did not make any significant difference to
the people at the bottom of the agrarian structure or the actual tillers of land,
the intermediate classes or the classes of superior tenants were the ones who

99

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi


http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [e]s5381qu)s Call 99996 93744

benefitted.

Land Reforms and the Exclusion of Women: Historically, land reform has
excluded women. A transfer of property rights to the landless and rural poor is
said to have increased the bargaining power of the tenants in the wage
market. But studies on Andhra Pradesh (cited in Dhanagare, 2002) point out
that this was not so in the case of women agricultural labourers, whose families
got some waste land as part of land redistribution. They did not share in the
improved bargaining position. The responsibility of women for household
maintenance, and the diversion of men’s incomes into liquor and other channels
of personal consumption, left women with lower wages than and forced

women to accept various onerous conditions of work, th to
accept. This shows that it is not enough to increase the ba of
men only. The realization is that specific attention n i ards
increasing the bargaining power of women as agricul rers by allotting
them individual land rights as well. Women’s ow cessary to

stimulate their labour and investment. In the

Conclusion

Thus, land reforms in India d record. They had been envisaged
as a tool through which t irectly intervene to improve the
poverished poor, who had very low
bargaining power in so . ase of land reforms in the early 60s
was left to the states. nthusiasm for land reform abated because

ink of land reforms again and national guidelines were
regarding reducing land ceilings, introducing family based
tenancy reform and other such similar measures.
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Almost a decade later a review und rt of the Sixth Five Year Plan
found that land reforms had failed“e i i als due to the lack of the
political will of the State. In fact, o-time observer of land reforms
opines that the successful ermediary interests as against the
near- complete failure of t rmPPand land ceiling legislation and
redistribution of ceiling d has been largely a reflection of the class

character and democrati iti ture of the post-colonial Indian state
and state power.

The Seventh Year Plan ( 5-90) reiterated land reform to be the core of
the anti-pov program of the state and integrated it with mainstream rural
development ut with globalization and the ushering in of neo-liberal

The rural "sector in India today is marked by simmering unrest due to the land
acquisition policies of the government which favours the industry. While we
witness a gradual shift towards land markets, India is still left with the
persistence of a land question.
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CASTE SYSTEM

PERSPECTIVES ON THE STUDY OF CASTE SYSTEM

G. S. GHURYE

Brahmins  Kshatriyas Vaishyas Shudras

QO 0O

A
.\ /

priests and teachers kings and warriors

groups where membershi
derived from the traditio
refers to its division into

a caste. The segmental division of society
f groups, each of which had a social life of its

d low. There was an accepted rule of precedence in the
ch that Brahmins were placed on top and the untouchables at

According to Ghurye, the above two attributes reflected in the idea of separation.
This separation between groups and maintenance of rank was maintained through
restrictions on commensality or inter-dining, marriage, and also by keeping the
high and low castes physically separated, placing restrictions on particular forms of
dressing, speech and custom. What is meant is that the speech, dress and custom
of the high castes could not be copied by the lower castes as by doing so they
would be going against the governing rule of caste society. This is the rule that

governs pollution and purification from its contagiousness.
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(iv) Pollution:

The idea of pollution is a reference to something that is not pure or to the act of
becoming impure by loss of purity. Such a loss of purity takes place through
contact with polluting objects (such as faecal matter) or persons (such as
Untouchables). The castes that were placed lowest were regarded as the most
polluting. In fact the degree of pollution was reflected in disabilities suffered by a
group; the most polluting castes were the most underprivileged. These disabilities
took on many forms. They ranged from the caste being made to live outside the
main village boundary, to a denial of access to village wells and temples. In fact,
many villages were divided into streets where only particular castes could live and
enter. For example, in the village of Kumbapettai in Tanjore, wedfind three main
divisions of Hindu castes: Brahmin, the Non-Brahmin, a i Dravida

(untouchable). Each of these lived in different streets in the
Brahmins in the North and the Adi Dravidas in the Sout i arated
by paddy fields and a main road.

Similarly even the mere presence of person of lo i shadow was
regarded as polluting. Thus, under the rule of t shwas, the caste
of Mahar (low caste agricultural labourers) was no into the gates of Poona
before nine a.m. and after three p.m. as at shag@dows were too long and
could unknowingly fall on a higher c ollute him/her. In some
areas particularly the Malabar regio uld neither use nor carry
anything that was part of a hi ; e, of dressing. This included a
restriction on wearing shoes, ca

(v) Occupational Associatio Ghurye, every caste was associated with
a traditional occupation.

Since a distinction was en occupation being clean and unclean and

ditary occupation reflected a caste's status. For
mins engaged in priesthood while the lower castes took up
ose of the barber, cobbler, washerman etc.

very caste also maintained its rank and status jest by
on commensality, interaction and occupation but also upon
Inter-marriages between castes were prohibited. Hence

endogamy. For example, the caste of Bania belonging to Vaishya rank divided into
various sub-castes such as Shrimali, Porwal, and Modh. The Porwal sub-caste is
further divided into Dasa and Visa. Marriage takes place between Dasa and Dasa.
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M. N. SRINIVAS

Before we proceed to elaborate upon the contributions made by Srinivas to the
study of caste attributes, you have to keep in mind one important fact. All scholars
of caste are trying to explain the same social institution—the caste system. The
criteria used for explaining are also the same — the attributes of a caste. There is
however a difference between the works of these scholars. The basis of this
difference lies in the nature of emphasis. What we mean is that while Hutton and
Ghurye simply tell us what the various attributes of castes are and how these affect
the relationships between castes. Srinivas and Dumont also look at these very
attributes but with a different emphasis. For them it is not just the attributes of
castes that have significance but the structure of relations that arise between
castes on the basis of these attributes as well. The meaning ,of thi ecome
clear to you as you go through the following sections.

Srinivas sees caste as a segmentary system. Every caste dor im is i nto sub
castes which are;

(i) the units of endogamy;
(ii) whose members follow a common occupatién;

(iii) the units of social and ritual life;

(iv) whose members share a common cu

(v) and whose members are
Panchayat.

e same authoritative body viz. the

Besides these factors of the sub-
important. These are:

rinivas, certain other attributes are very

rinivas, hi is the core or the essence of the caste system.
rrangement of hereditary groups in a rank order. He points out that
-most or Brahmins and the bottom-most or untouchables,
rms of rank. The middle regions of hierarchy are the most

granted to a caste. For example, in South India, a group of smiths have claimed
twice born status. They call themselves the Visvakarma Brahmins, but other castes
resent this and even the Harijans do not accept drinking water from them.

Since the rank or status of a caste is closely related to its attributes, a desire to
change one's position in the hierarchy means that a change must also be brought
about in the nature of attributes. This attempt becomes basis of an important
social process called Sanskritisation.

(ii) Occupational Association: Srinivas sees a close relationship between a caste and
its occupation. He says that caste is nothing more than the “systematization of
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occupational differentiation”. Castes are in fact known by their occupations and
many derive their name from the occupation followed (i.e. Lohar, Sonar, Kumhar,
Chamar, Teli etc.). He also stresses that occupations are placed in a hierarchy of
high and low.

(ii) Restrictions on Commensality, Dress, Speech and Custom: These are also
found among castes. There is a dietic hierarchy and restrictions on acceptance of
food.

(iv) Pollution: The distance between castes is maintained by the principle of
pollution. Srinivas too argues that the high castes must not come into contact with
anything that is polluting, whether an object or a being. Any contagct with pollution
renders a caste impure and demands that the polluted caste u o purification

the authority of its caste assembly. The au
beyond village boundaries to include ingi
villages.

From the above we can see that
nature of inter-caste relation
determine the rank of a caste.

caste definitely determine the
ste attributes or customs that also
mes” most obvious in Srinivas' work on

een how ev te is assigned a position in the caste rank order
the purity or impurity of its attributes. In his study of a Mysore
that at sometimes or the other, every caste tries to raise it

on the basis
village, Sriniv

rank in hlerarchy by giving up its attributes and trying to adopt those of castes
above th ess of attempting to change one's rank by giving up
at a caste as low and adopting attributes that are indicative of
highe een called Sanskritisation. This process essentially involves a

change dietary habits - from non vegetarianism to vegetarianism, and a
change in s occupational habits, from an unclean to a cleaner occupation.

We began this section by mentioning how for Srinivas, more important than the
attributes was the structure of relations that arises around castes. What this
means is that the attributes of a caste become the basis of interaction between
castes. The creation of patterns of interaction and interrelations is best expressed
in Srinivas' use of concept of the dominant caste. Let us read something about this.
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Dominant Caste

To the already existing general attributes of castes, three other important ones are
added. These are (i) Numerical strength; (ii) Economic power through ownership of
land; and (iii) Political power.

A dominant caste accordingly is any caste that has all three of the above attributes
in a village community. The interesting aspect of this notion is that the ritual
ranking of a caste no longer remains the major basis for its position in the social
hierarchy. Even if a caste stands low in the social hierarchy because of being
ranked thus, it can become the dominant, ruling caste or group in a village if it is
numerically large, owns land and has political influence over village matters. There
is no doubt that a caste with relatively higher ritual rank woul obably find it
easier to become dominant. But this is not the case always.

village there are a number of castes including
Untouchables. The peasants are ritually ranked bel

as Rajputs had numerical stre
population; they had e i
percent of the village landy
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LOUIS DUMONT

A clear statement of caste attributes and how these function to create structures or
patterns of interactions is to be found in the work of the French scholar Louis
Dumont. In his book Homo Hierarchicus (1970), Dumont also attempts an
understanding of the caste system.

For Dumont, the starting point of the understanding of the caste system is Bougle's
work. The major emphasis here is therefore put upon three major attributes of
caste, namely

(i) hierarchy (ii) separation (iii) division of labour.

opposition of the pure and the impure.

Although Dumont also sees castes as segments, for hi
caste is simply divided into sub-sections where eac i ent Jof the other.
e it. This is
somewhat like an onion. You peel off one layer, and yet another

Dumont sees the caste system as a combinati nts. Each of the segments
stands in a relationship of hierarchy eless, it is inclusive of the
other. The terms that Dumont usgs

the hierarchy includes the o
itself has no meaning. Eve

s maintain the ritual status of a caste. In fact this separation
e need to keep it thus, is made possible by the division of
ssociation of every caste with an occupation which it
onopolizes. The principle of purity and pollution is the

impure rank of the castes involved in the relationship. Only pure castes or castes
ranked high or as equals are considered for commensal or marriage relationship.

These relationships are thus determined by the attribute of purity or impurity of a
caste. They also are expressive of a separation and hierarchy between castes.

Dumont was deeply influenced by the French intellectual milieu of his times. His
study of caste system titled Homo Hierarchicus was first published in French in the
year 1967 and later translated into English in 1969. For Dumont, equality and
inequality are contrasting concepts. He considers egalitarianism to be the value of
the West and hierarchy to be the value of the East. Dumont says that caste is not a
form of stratification, like class for example. For him, caste is a special form of
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inequality, whose essence has to be deciphered by the sociologist. Relationships
between castes take place on the basis of certain mental assumptions, which
constitute the essence of caste. Dumont identifies hierarchy as the essential value
underlying the caste system, supported by Hinduism. This value of hierarchy not
only ranks people differentially, but also holds together this complex Indian society.
In other words, hierarchy is a value system which integrates our society.

To begin with, let us see how Dumont defines caste. Dumont's definition of caste
heavily draws from Bougle. For Bougle, the caste system denotes the following:

(i) a large number of permanent groups;
(ii) these groups are specialized;
(iii) they are separated from each other;

(iv) these groups are tied up by a hierarchical relationshi

Dumont says that at the base of these principle s a baSiegprinciple, i.e.,
opposition of the pure and the impure. Pure is s impure and has to be
kept separate. Says Dumont (1970:43) "whole i e necessary and
hierarchical co-existence of the two opposi stem appears to be
rational to those who live in it, because Q between the pure and the
impure. For example, in a village both Brahmins and the

the village.

Hierarchy in India, says icate§ gradation but not power and authority.
Hierarchy is the principl he elements are ranked in relation to the
whole. In many societies ion which provides an understanding of the
whole, and thus ranking is religious in nature. In the Varna system there
are four cate and the category of untouchables. These four categories are
dras and others. Then the category of others is divided into

two opp aisyas and others. Finally there is an opposition between
the Brah shatriyas. In India, status (Brahmin) has always been
separated King). Not only that, power has been subordinated to status.
The ways’ subordinate before the Priest. This also means that spirituality
has ne given a political chance in India. In many western religions,

religious s wield power also. The Pope, head of Catholic Christians, is a
spiritual head and at the same time he is head of his kingdom, the Vatican City.

In Indian society, the King is subordinate to the Priest. But together; they have
dominion over the world. The King and the Priest are also dependent on each other.
The King can order a sacrifice but only a Priest can perform it. Elsewhere it was
mentioned that status is superior to power and there exists a fundamental
opposition between pure and the impure. Hierarchy is something ritualistic in
nature and supported by religion. Only when power is subordinated to status, this
kind of pure hierarchy can develop. The Brahmin, who personifies purity and hence
is superior, encompasses the whole system. But a Brahmin along with the King
opposes all the other categories of the Varna system.
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If you have read the above arguments of Dumont carefully, you will be able to
compare the views of Dumont and other scholars who practice the interactional
approach. Whereas other interactional theorists talk about a ritual hierarchy and
secular hierarchy, Dumont talks about only one, i.e., ritual hierarchy. In fact, for
Dumont, a secular hierarchy does not seem to exist because hierarchy itself is
religious (ritual) in nature. For example, the Jajmani system understood by many
scholars as an economic arrangement is just a religious arrangement (ritual
expression) for Dumont. In this section, we have seen how Dumont provides a new
way of studying the caste system focusing on the ideology or value system
underlying caste. Dumont sees it based on the fundamental opposition between
pure and impure. For Dumont, hierarchy is basically of a ritual character.

ndent castes' are attached to perform
stes earn their subsistence through

the Jajmani system is a ritual expression rather than just
t. Dumont says that the Jajmani system is governed by a
se ideas are capable of imposing limits on the economic
e of hierarchy which determines who is dominant and
the positions of these groups. This principle directly opposes
es. In any economic activity the individual has to be the unit. But

castes to the community, not just to an individual. Service to the village community
by dependent castes is regarded as necessary for ensuring order in society. This
view, where there is an ordered whole where each caste is assigned its place, is
basically religious in character. Thus, Jajmani system of division of labour is not
an economic arrangement or secular interaction. Jajmani system is the religious
expression of interdependence, where interdependence itself is derived from
religion. Thus, Dumont provides a very different way of looking at the Jajmani
system by focusing on the value system underlying it.
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Commensal Transactions

Commensal transaction, according to Dumont, denotes the organisation of the
caste system. The rules regarding commensal transactions are effectively related to
the ranking of castes and the division of labour. They are also linked to the idea of
purity. The ranked or stratified interaction between castes reveals the type of
contacts avoided as impure. The gradation of food is linked up with the
classification of individuals into groups and the relationships between them.
Gradation of foodstuffs, in other words, mirrors the stratified reality.

Regarding commensal transactions, purity of the consumer, consuming place and
the occasion becomes important. On certain grand occasions, like weddings,
Brahmin is the cook, so that a large number of castes can e
banquet. Everyday food is distinguished from food for banqg

Thus, we understand that, according to Dumontgco
hierarchy rather than separation. They also draw th
crucial within specific circumstances.

Criticisms of Dumont's Approach

An oft-repeated criticism against is that, his theoretical system is
not sensitive enough to history.In o s, the features of the caste system as
. In reality the caste system has
. Also, Dumont seems to characterize
e the places much emphasis on the

ier, Dumon s a clear separation between power and status.
another question. Berreman (1971) argues that power and status
e same coin as well. He cites the case of the Gonds. The
had power in the form of land, have adopted hierarchical
symbols i justify that status. The purity versus impurity opposition

How far this i
could be two

Moreover, ont's view of caste as a rationally ordered system of values (ideology)
has also béen questioned. Dumont seems to have ignored the number of protest
movements which emerged in Indian history questioning the ideology of the caste
division itself, through his emphasis on values. Dumont could not see the
relationship between castes as conflict ridden. For him, the relations between
Varna, especially the Brahmin and Kshatriya are almost complementary.
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ANDRE BETEILLE

Andre Beteille defines caste as follows: “Caste may be defined as a small and
named group of persons characterized by endogamy, hereditary membership, and a
specific style of life which sometimes includes the pursuit by tradition of a
particular occupation and is usually associated with a more or less distinct ritual
status in a hierarchical system”.

Beteille’s writings have focussed on the changes in the caste system in the post
independence period of Indian history.

Change from closed system to open system

In his study of Caste, Class and Power: Changing Patterns

the schools at Sripuram (the village studied by
Thiruvaiyur. Because of this education, the n

jacent town of
the Adi-Dravidas

conclusion that in a way changes in the distribution of
al change in the traditional social structure. He said that

illage and the new leaders of the village depend for power on
addition to caste. There had come into being new organizations

institutions"were at least formally free of caste.

Beteille has also dwelt on the paradoxical weakening and strengthening of the caste
system post independence in one of his public lectures.
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(Following pages contain the transcript of a Lecture titled ‘Caste Today’ delivered by
Prof. Andre Beteille)

Caste Today
By Andre Beteille

In the 1950s’, 60s’ and 70s’, caste was the subject of academic interest, not
necessarily a subject of very wide public interest. Today, it has become a
subject of public interest and I would like to give some thought as to how this
has happened. How a subject, whose study was confined to a specialized group of
academics in the field of social anthropology and sociology, has now captured the

perceptions that have come about since 1977. I think t
watershed in the public attention that began to be pa
its operations in public life. Today, it is a subje
amount of attention from the media, both print
the newspapers of the 50s’ and 60s’ and even t l not find caste
receiving the kind of attention that it recei pers, in the popular
magazines and particularly on television.

Today, people talk and debat out caste bias in education and
employment — about how far does il in the admission of students
or in the appointment of i our universities and centres of
excellence? To what exte sions and appointments in institutions
like IITs and AIIMS, JN f Delhi governed by the caste bias. To

When I go ba
the University

to my own experience of the Delhi School of Economics (DSE) in
iy to which I came as a lecturer in 1959, the subject of caste

was con ring, particularly by my colleagues in DSE, who believed
that cast India’s past, not to India’s future. These people felt that
ca was of highly specialized interest with which intelligent people,
who cerned with the transformation of Indian society, should not pre-

occupy es too much.

I was derided by some of my progressive friends, particularly in the profession of
economics for taking so much interest in what they considered to be a

‘reactionary’ subject. Their feeling was, in the 50s’ and 60s’, if you are interested
in the roots of inequality and conflicts in Indian society, then you should look to

‘class’ and not to ‘caste’.

But the same people who tended to dismiss caste as an epiphenomenon, as the
matter of the superstructure, rather than as being at the heart of inequality and
conflict in Indian society, have today turned with new interest and tend to put
caste at the centre of attention.
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Today, caste bias is very widely discussed in Delhi University. Today, if you go to
Delhi University and ask about admissions; within five minutes you will come to
the point where people will tell you that all of this is, in fact, done in terms of
caste. They will tell you that caste is very important in the operation of our public
institutions, whether in education or in employment. I don’t know to what
extent this is actually true. My sense is, that caste bias certainly exists even
in our public institutions, though this tends to be somewhat exaggerated by the
media.

It isNimpossible to follow caste rules governing
lo castes in public transport in urban India

Then the media are full of reports about caste conflicts, including violent ones, in
the villages, towns and sometimes even in the cities. Now, it might happen that
caste conflicts prevailed even in the past but they were not reported as frequently
in the press as they are done now.

When one is talking about electoral politics in most parts of India, the caste
equation figures very much in electoral calculations. This is what which keeps the
subject of caste alive in the media, in public debate and in public discussions.
Certainly, the perception that caste is important has become much more
widespread among the intelligentsia, academics and journalists.
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Now, certainly if one goes by what one sees in the media, one will have to admit
that caste is still very much here. And this perception of the Indian society is very
different from the perception that the forward looking and progressive Indians had
in the wake of independence. Certainly they believed in Nehru’s India that caste
was on its way out; rather than becoming progressively stronger with the passage of
time.

It’s not that everybody subscribed to the general optimism that caste was on its
way out and that it would soon be a thing of the past. There were exceptions and I
will draw attention to one or two of them, whose writings, even in the 50s, drew

M.N. Srinivas.
Srinivas, in his presidential address to the Anthro gy Section of
n the last of the

is something which is dying out
i it back to life. And I

decline in the significance of caste. I would pick out three areas
there is substantial evidence that caste is in decline in all these
three fields¥of social life or action. The evidence does corroborate that caste has
been steadily in decline in three of the most significant areas of social life where it

held forte until the end of the 19™ century.

First, is the area of religion and ritual. Second, is the area of inter-marriage and
third is the area of the association with the caste and occupation.

If you look at the literature on caste till the time of independence, much of it
highlights the importance of ritual observation of purity and pollution as the basis
of the divisions and hierarchies of caste. Particularly, the writings of civil servants
like Edward Blunt, J.H. Hutton and missionaries drew attention to the great
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strength of the opposition of purity and pollution as a basis for hierarchies of
caste.

For instance, the rules for the interchange of food and water. What kind of food is
acceptable from whom ? From which caste, water is acceptable and on this issue,
there are enormous ritual variations. There are detailed accounts, particularly in
South India about the physical distances that different castes had to maintain
from each other, depending on the ritual status in the hierarchy. I don’t think that
there is any doubt that this has been weakening steadily and there has been a
secular trend of decline in the ritual basis of caste.

that it has
of

The practice of untouchability, however, continues. I won’
disappeared. But I would say that the ritual aspects

against untouchability.

I have seen this change in my own eyes in a
the citadel of Brahmanical orthodoxy;
dominated quarters of the village known
Agraharam. When I used to be there i
segregation in these villages duri

non-Brahmins lived. And th
by how he dressed etc.

rse, they were very extensive and very elaborate. I won’t say that
caste endogamy have disappeared. I think that marriage is one
area in which people look to match caste with caste. I have known quite a
number of very liberal, highly educated, even left oriented intellectuals who said
that caste does not exist in Indian society any more, but when they are looking
for a bride or a groom, they are quite aware of the caste of the person. But while
that is there, there are also changes.

I would draw attention to two or three kinds of changes. One is that the
rules or restrictions on marriage or the rules of the marriage within the caste
system were not simple. They were quite elaborate and complex. We tend to
think of the rules of caste marriage only in terms of the rules of endogamy i.e,
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when one marries within one’s own caste. But that was not the only rule that
prevailed; there was also the rule of hypergamy which in Sanskrit, is known as
Anuloma, i.e, a man of a superior caste may marry a woman of lower caste; but,
never the other way round. Anuloma was allowed but never Protiloma. Anuloma
is sanctioned; Anuloma is considered to be necessary, is socially deemed to be
quite in order. But not Protiloma. And rules of hypergamy were very widely
practised. We, the Brahmins, to which community my maternal ancestors
belonged, were notorious for the practice of Anuloma. And that enabled the men
to accumulate larger number of wives and along with that they could also
accumulate large sums in dowry.

Now inter-caste marriages do take place and I would exp in what way,

re mainly upper-

caste Bramhin girls, I would ask them e, Tomader barite
Anulom biye hoyeche” ? Protilom biye_hoye : d they dont know the

meanings of these words. These word @ eaning and significance. I
Are inter-caste marriages taki

think that is not unimportant.

really know. We don’t i adequate statistics to tell us how
widespread inter caste i But/inter caste marriages are taking place.
However, even when in martriages do take place, one has to recognize
the fact that these marri
same caste.

Let’s say the

not becoming more stringent, but are becoming more lax.

But one must not ignore the fact that if an inter-caste marriage is between an
upper-caste man and a dalit woman, then the sanctions are likely to be very
swift and not, if it is the other way round; because there is a strong bias for
Anuloma in the caste system and strong bias against Protiloma in the caste
system. I think that runs very deep in the structure of Indian society. It is not just
a matter of caste. The idea that the status of the groom should be superior to the
status of the bride is very strong and ingrained in the society. So inter caste
marriages are taking place but not necessarily across great structural distances.
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But the other important thing which deserves our notice is not simply the
frequency of inter caste marriages. One might say that to be one in one
thousand, but even that would be quite significant compared to the past. It’'s not
the frequency, but one has to take into account the sanctions against inter caste
marriages; because one must ask, even if there are three inter caste
marriages, what is the consensus, what is the sanction against inter caste
marriages? There were very powerful sanctions of the community against inter
caste marriages in the past. These community sanctions have ceased to exist and
whatever sanctions are there, are those imposed within the family or the joint
family at the most. So, that again, is an important change.

where there is a secular trend, is in the associati
occupation. Earlier, many argued that the real foundati

First of all, there was a very specific a i en caste and occupation
y own teacher, Prof. N.K.

two or three different sub-castes i of these sub-castes practised
i There are oil pressers who use one
e are those who use two bullocks for
running the same. Simi d those engaged in other occupations. It

is a kind of monopoly

and that asSociation is still quite noticeable. It has not yet disappeared, although
it has been curbed quite a bit.

Now the factor behind loosening up of the association between caste and
occupation is the emergence of a very large number of new caste-free occupations.
There are new occupations to which there is no appropriate caste or sub-caste.
There are no particular castes or sub-castes which match the new occupations
that are emerging before our eyes at a very rapid rate.

So, I have been arguing that in three very important areas, caste does seem to be
in retreat so that my friends in the Delhi School of Economics like Shri K.N. Raj,
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Amartya Sen or Sukhomoy Chakraborty, when they were saying that the caste is
in decline, it was not altogether an illusion. It was in decline in that sense but
why is it that people have acquired a renewed interest in caste?

I would say if caste has been given a new lease of life in Indian society, it is the
political system which has given it. Srinivas’ paper ‘Caste in Modern India’ is a
strong pointer to the continuing existence of the caste system and even to its
strengthening. There is no doubt at all that democratic politics has given a new
lease of life to caste by allowing caste to be used as a basis for mobilizing
electoral support. This is what is described as identity politics.

CAS RE \& M s

- = 3 A\l

so also K.N. Raj was right. When K.N. Raj was arguing
, he had in mind the association between caste and
ringent rules restricting inter-caste marriages and the rules

I came to appreciate the significance of caste in politics in 1961 and 1962
because that was when I was doing my field work in Tanjore district in Tamil
Nadu. In 1962 the third General Election was held and I saw that caste was
entering as a factor in villagers’ calculations -- about who will win and why is a
party setting a particular person as one of its candidates. And I came to Delhi
and talked about this phenomenon with politicians. When you asked the
politicians that caste after all was useful in mobilizing support in elections, they
would say, at first, “we don’t do it, the other parties do it”. And then when you
show evidences and point out that their party also does it, they would say “Well
Mr. Béteille! This is politics. I am not a professor like you, we have to be realistic.
If other parties are using caste, what do you expect of us?” So the use of caste for
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mobilizing political support was always justified on pragmatic grounds-- “We have
to do it because everyone was doing it”.

It is here that a change came about in 1977 and in 1990. The use of caste in
politics today is no longer justified only on pragmatic grounds; it is also justified
on ideological grounds- by an appeal to social justice. You look at the distribution
of resources, whether in education or employment, there is no alternative but to
use the loyalties of caste for mobilizing political support. Even the left parties are
no different from the other parties in justifying the use of caste in identity
politics.

Of course, people may point out to me that caste was given
only by the political process for mobilizing electoral suppor

marriage. But this consciousness was weakenin
lease of life and strengthened as a result of i

it extremely difficult to generalize India when I am talking about
the power played by caste i |l or in inter- marriages in certain
parts of the country. T us regional variations, those between

rural India and urban India, etc.
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FEATURES OF CASTE SYSTEM

The salient features of the traditional caste system in India include:

1. Segmental division of Society: Society is divided into general social groups called
castes. Each of these castes is a well developed social group, the membership of
which is based on birth. The segmental division of society refers to its division into
a number of groups, each of which has got a life of its own and stood in a
relationship of higher or lower status to other castes. Mobility from one caste to
another is severely restricted. The behavioural pattern, food habits, manners of
dialogue and interaction differ from caste to caste. Every member of the caste
identifies herself/himself with her/his caste. Each caste has its n organisation
known as Jati Panchayat or caste council. Mutual obligation, hel d cooperation
of the members of a caste in their day to day activities mak
world by itself.

castes which can be graded and arranged into a
social precedence. At the top of this hierarchy 4

Thus, castes are supposed to be based on
and involve gradation on the accepted
hierarchy.

3. Restrictions on Commensality

prominently in both religious and legal
em. There are many taboos regarding the

caste system” A person has to marry within one's own caste.

6. Interdependence: Each caste is dependent on other castes within the jajmani
system at the village level. Their dependence is not only economic but also social,
cultural and religious.
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UNTOUCHABILITY: FORMS AND PERSPECTIVES

The evil practice of untouchability has been a universal phenomenon throughout
Indian society. There has been no period after Aryan arrival which has not
experienced this evil. Social rules and regulations concerning this practice also vary
from one region to another which prohibits the formulation of a comprehensive and
logical definition. Untouchability and perpetual segregation has been the product of
the traditional Hindu organisation of our society. The traditional Hindu social order
was divided into four Varnas. Each Varna was divided into several castes and sub
castes or jatis. The composition of the Hindu population into Brahmins, Kshatriya,
Vaishya and Shudras was based on valuational and existential inequality. Thus,
the Brahmins were not only ritually superior to the Shudras but in the spheres
of existential conditions such as distribution of power and pro

In this hierarchical arrangement however, the unto eduled
castes were the most degraded bottom layer. They werg con
insofar as they were out of the traditional fourfold . as so despite

the fact that the untouchables have always bee i art of our society

itself. It is a matter of fact that almost all ri Hindu family require
service of the untouchable castes. ServicesSpe ntou@hables are essential at the

d classes and exterior castes were commonly used before
e passage of the Government of India Act of 1935, they have
as scheduled castes. The many untouchable castes in different

was continued in the Constitution of India, 1950. The list of scheduled castes can
be altered only by the President of India.

The untouchables comprise an aggregate of many castes which differ widely, from
each other. A few of these, such as Chamars, are greater in terms of population
than the others. In all, the untouchables constitute almost fifteen per cent of the
total Indian population. They are not concentrated in any particular geographical
region, but are found in every state and almost all districts. However, each region
has its characteristics component of Harijan castes which are generally different
from those of other regions. The better known untouchable castes include Palla,
Paraiya (Tamil Nadu), Mala, Madiga (Andhra Pradesh), Mahar (Maharashtra),
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Chamar, Bhangi (Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar), Cheruman, Pulayan (Kerala),
Holiya (Mysore) and Bagdi (West Bengal). The untouchables reside more in the
rural areas. Only 10.7 per cent of the population resides in the urban centres.

Untouchability and Cultural Segregation

At one point of time, it was believed that the cleavages between the untouchables
and the rest-of-the Hindu population had a clear racial basis. But anthropometric
investigations have shown that there is very little substance in this belief. The fact
of the matter is that such differences existed largely owing to cultural, religious or
valuational matters along with material disparities.

As emphasized in the beginning the caste system provided the o izational basis

A T T

ey o —
poreir gony TN

he Sanl K il'a'-nm"‘l

Upper ca

Differences in styles of life were most sharply drawn between Brahmins and the
untouchables. Similarly, sanctions against the imitation of the style of life of the
upper castes have been applied most forcefully to the untouchables. According to
Beteille, in South India until recently, Harijans were prevented from living in brick
and tile houses and wearing upper garment or garments made of silk. Such rules
appear to have been less elaborate in nature and less strictly enforced in North
India.
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The social identity of the untouchables is marked further by the fact that they
generally reside at a distance from the main village settlement. In-the opinion of
Beteille, this segregation also is more marked in the case-of South instead of North
India. In Tamil Nadu, Harijan settlement is known as cheri. It is generally found
among paddy fields and situated at a distance of around half a mile or a mile away
from the main village settlement. The cheri is considered as being ritually polluting.

Therefore, no orthodox Brahmin would enter it. Residential segregation, however, is
less strictly enforced in the urban areas. But in the case of urban centres too, the
untouchables tend to reside together.

The untouchables have traditionally been engaged in manual werk-in the rural
areas they still constitute the larger section of working force.
these Harijan workers are associated with different types of
works. These are scavenging leather-work (flaying and tanning),

of the untouchables with the so called pollutin
engaged in. The French sociologist Loui
highlighted this relationship in his well kno

Sanskritic Hinduism, variou
pollution and purity. The s
members. Generally, me
consume meat but parti eat which are considered unclean. Among
untouchables, those who are assigned the lowest social rank. It is
ow slaughter is tabooed in the Hindu religion.
lly amounts to eating carrion and even if an untouchable caste
i it rarely succeeds in freeing itself completely from its

Eating beef r
abandons be
tradition i

ractices of the untouchables are markedly different from
thos S r caste Hindus. In the religious system of the untouchables,

the untou es have traditionally not be admitted to the Hindu temples and have
been denied the services of the Brahmin priests. That is why their worship centres
largely around local deities, and demons are propitiated by sacrifice and non-
Sanskritic rites. Having briefly gone over the innings of untouchability, it is now
time to consider the various measures to eradicate this practice.

Despite all governmental efforts and various programmes started by government-to
bring the untouchables in the mainstream of society, the Harijans continue to be
economically and educationally backward. A large proportion of them are
agricultural labourers. And as for those among them who own land, it is well
known that the bulk of them have such small holdings that their condition is
hardly better than that of agricultural labour. Policy makers, planners and social
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workers in India are becoming increasingly aware of the fact that substantial
improvements in the living conditions of the scheduled castes can hardly be
brought by legislative and executive action alone. Constitutional and other
guarantees will have very little meaning so long as these untouchables remain
segregated and poor, illiterate and unorganized. In spite of the protective policies of
the government, the advance of the untouchables is often blocked by stubborn
social forces, which are firmly entrenched in the economic and political systems of
the country. Also a long tradition of oppression and servitude makes it difficult for
untouchables to develop in a short time the confidence which they require to
respond positively to governmental programmes.

Social Reform Movements against Untouchability

Social reform movements to eradicate untouchability can las d i two
kinds:

Reformative Movements

Alternative Movements

Reformative Movements try to reform the
untouchability. The alternative movements
cultural structure by conversion to so
improving economic status and po

political means to attain their objecfives. b

The reformative movements c e fur divided into:

(i) Sanskritisation

(ii) Bhakti movement

norms and values of the upper level of the hierarchical
erlying rationale of these imitative movements was that if

new myths and symbols to establish their superior origin.

This channel of social mobility had two constraints. Firstly, the upper strata had to
permit or at least tolerate these groups imitating their names and values, and
secondly, the untouchables had to be psychologically prepared to attempt the
transformation as well as to suffer penalties for their behaviour change. In short,
the Sanskritisation process tried to justify low caste claim to a higher social status
in the caste hierarchy by inventing suitable mythologies.

All untouchable jatis, however, have not succeeded in removing civic disabilities
traditionally imposed upon them. Thus, given the hierarchical nature of the
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system, the clean castes invariably resisted the attempt by scheduled castes to
sanskritise. Sanskritisation led to group mobility; fission and fusions based on new
identities leading to formation of new castes and sects occurred simultaneously.
Admittedly the change which took place was reformist rather than structural in
character.

The other reformist movement like Bhakti and neo-Vedantic movement were also
not confined to scheduled castes. They were initiated by Hindu religious and social
reformers. These movements attempted to remove untouchability by taking the
untouchables into the fold of the caste system. According to the pioneers of these
movements, untouchability was not an essential part of Hinduism and for that
matter, of the caste system. What must be noted is that none these reformist
movements actually challenged the caste system; rather they tuied ake jt more
humane. Untouchability was considered an evil, but no quegtion sed
regarding the validity of the caste system itself.

ii) Alternative movements: These can be further divide

dominant Hinduism
and to improve the social and economic condit converts. As in the case of
Sanskritisation, conversion was also omenon and the converts
came to assume the attributes of a on of the scheduled castes
converted to other faiths, seem except in some parts of the
country. Given the policy of i ination, the statutory status of the

political representation.

This situation dissuades form embracing non Hindu faiths. But this is
of conversion have taken place especially in

. In the early fifties, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar who felt

arlier tried to improve the lot of the untouchables within the Hindu
fold itself. resistance to his attempts made him so disgusted, that he preferred
to reject the Hindu religion altogether and embrace a more humane alternative.

(ii) Secular Movement refers to attempts made by untouchables to claim a better
status for themselves by acquiring education, improving their standard of living
and trying to carve a niche for themselves in the political structure.

The work of Dr. Ambedkar must once again be cited in this connection. As you
probably know, Ambedkar was one of the first untouchables who acquired a higher
education. He did his M.A. and Ph.D in America and England and became a
Barrister in law. He made sure fellow untouchables could also avail of education
and improve their life chances. He urged them to give up practices like eating
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carrion which branded them as unclean. With the passage of time, a number of
untouchables were to improve their status in the secular aspects of life. They also
became politically awakened and demanded their rights as citizens.

«Qur is a battle; Not for wealth, nor for
power, Ours is battle; for freedom; For
reclamation of human personality.”

Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar

state measures are:

(i) representation in the parliamen
central and state services, (iii) s
economic development, (iv) b i

, (vi) the development of the scheduled
castes and tribal areas, ent of a special officer to investigate all

matters relating the safe

s. Given the uneven development of the different categories of the
population andpgi he competitive nature of politics, it is necessary to make
representation of the weaker sections. This is articulated
in the for iofis of seats in the parliament for the weaker sections.

ion of Panchayati Raj (local self government institutions),
systemati s have been made to give representation to the scheduled castes
and tribe all statutory bodies at the local level: village panchayats, Panchayat
samitis etc.”It is difficult to say, however, how effective these inductions are in the
light of whether they really enable there groups to participate in the decision
making process, particularly at the local level. In systems characterized by
considerable disparity in wealth and status, dispersal of power through
constitutional provisions is not likely to make the expected dent. However, it is an
important beginning.

Political Action

Another important source of change among the scheduled castes is political action,
initiated by political parties through the process of mobilization. India has a

multiparty system and it is legitimate to expect some amount of dispersal of
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politicians belonging to Scheduled Castes into the different parties. There are
several parties which are exclusively concerned with scheduled castes etc. only.

ri hu ! and
'Tilak, Tarazu a a o jute char !’

and Scheduled Castes Federation,
castes’ organizations at regional level.
Republican Party of Indi Ambedkar's All India Scheduled Castes
Federation in 1957. It ac
arliamentary democracy only. The other party

is Dalit Panthers. It grew out of a literary

political experiment of the scheduled castes since
independence has been the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP). BSP was founded on the
birth anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar (i.e. 14 April 1984) by Kanshi Ram. The
party is inspired by the philosophy of Gautama Buddha, B. R. Ambedkar, Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule, Narayana Guru, Periyar E. V. Ramasamy and Chhatrapati Shahuji
Maharaj.

The BSP's primary focus is on the uplifting of the nation's underprivileged groups.
Its ideology is “Social Transformation and Economic Emancipation” of the Bahujan
Samaj. The Bahujan Samaj includes the downtrodden groups in India like the SCs,
the STs and the OBCs. It also includes religious minorities like Muslims, Sikhs,
Christians, Parsis and Buddhists. BSP sees these groups as having been victims of
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the Manuwadi system for millennia, a system which benefited upper-caste Hindus
only. BSP believes in egalitarianism and lays a strong emphasis on social justice.

Lesser known figures from the Indian Rebellion of 1857, such as Chetram Jatav ( a
Dalit), have been used as Dalit icons by the BSP. The social scientist Badri Narayan
Tiwari has noted that “Dalit intellectuals supported by BSP, which is trying to
mobilise grassroots Dalits using local heroes, histories, myths and legends found a
wealth of resources in the oral history of the regions of Uttar Pradesh centering
around the 1857 rebellion.

The political strategy of the party is to tell and retell the stories of these heroes,
build memorials and organize celebrations around their stories repeatedly to build

manner that the Dalits imagine the story of the making of thi
played a significant role.”

BSP leader Mayawati became Chief Minister of Uttar P imes, including
based on absolute majority of her party from 2007
voted-for party in the 2014 general elections b
the 16th Lok Sabha. In 2017 Uttar Pradesh electio
in terms of vote share with over 22% votes.

e third most

as second largest party
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TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN INDIA

DEFINITIONAL PROBLEMS

What is a tribe? What exactly are the criteria for considering a human group, a
tribe? What are the indices of the tribal life?

A wome nging to the Ao tribe in Nagaland

dly the anthropologists, sociologists, social workers,
people who have been involved with the tribes and their
etical plane or on practical grounds are still not on the
rding the concept and the definition of their subject matter.
(1979) puts the problem in proper perspective by stating that
ity has stalked India's official portrait of tribal people. From 1917

underwent “successive modifications, involving primarily changes in descriptive
adjectives such as "aboriginal" or "depressed classes". By the 1941 Census, these
qualifying adjectives were dropped, a practice continued after independence with
the adoption of the notion of scheduled tribes or as they are commonly called,
Adivasi. Such standardization did not however remove all ambiguity.

No doubt with the passage of time, the differences on the concept and definition of
a tribe have certainly narrowed down to an appreciable extent, but a theoretical
discussion seems imperative to understand this problem in its proper perspective.
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Here are a few definitions of tribe being used as the basis of discussion in the
present chapter:

A tribe is a collection of families bearing a common name, speaking a common
dialect, occupying or professing to occupy a common territory and is not usually
endogamous, though originally it might have been so. -Imperial Gazetteer of India

A tribe is a group of people in a primitive or barbarous stage of development
acknowledging the authority of a chief and usually regarding themselves as having
a common ancestor. - Oxford Dictionary

A tribe is a collection or group of families bearing a common name, members of
which occupy the same territory, speak the same language a bserve certain
taboos regarding marriage, profession or occupation and h
assigned system of reciprocity and mutuality of obligation.

In its simplest form the tribe is a group of bands occ
or territories and having a feeling of unity deriving 4ro
culture, frequent contacts, and a certain communi i

A tribe is an independent political division of @ pop common culture.

- Lucy Mair
A tribe is a group united by a commo W members take pride, by a
common language, by a common and by a feeling that all who do not
share this name are outsiders, ene i . - G.W.B. Huntingford

A tribe is a social gro rial" affiliation, endogamous, with no
specialization of function ribal) officers, hereditary or otherwise, united
in language or dialect, i al distance with other tribes or castes,
without any social obloq to them (as it does in the caste structure),

orresponding dimensions. Characteristically too, tribal
ten, and hence the extent of communication both in time and

Majumdar and Madan (1967) rightly comment that where one looks into the
definitions given by various anthropologists, one is bound to be impressed by the
dissimilarity of their views as regards what constitutes a tribe. Kinship ties,
common territory, one language, joint ownership, one political organization,
absence of internecine strife have all been referred to as the main characteristics of
a tribe. Some anthropologists have not only accepted some of the characteristics,
but have also stoutly denied some of them to be characteristics of a tribe. Thus,
Rivers did not mention habitation in a common territory as a vital feature of tribal
organization, although others like Perry have insisted on it, saying that even

nomadic tribes roam about within a definite region. Radcliffe - Brown has given
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instances of one section of a tribe fighting another from his Australian data. The
only conclusion one can draw from such diversity of learned opinion is that the
views of each anthropologist arise from the type of data with which he is most
familiar. One may, therefore, make a list of universal characteristics, some of which
would define a tribe anywhere. Thus, Majumdar claims universal applicability of
his definition given earlier.

A major hurdle of defining a tribe is that related with the problem of distinguishing
the tribe from peasantry. It is not possible to use the labels 'tribal' and 'peasant’ for
this type of social organisation and to characterize one by contrasting it with the
other. But in spite of all the effort invested by anthropologists in the study of
primitive societies, there really is no satisfactory way of definin tribal society.

attention on gaining sta
problems. This seems t
universal applicability a
restricted. In this context

in terms of se@mentary principles, but the contrast in which he is interested is not
between tribe nt but between tribe and caste. Further, unlike Bailey, the
dian anthropologists have not given much serious thought to the

ing efinition of tribal society which will be appropriate to the

mine the problem specifically in the Indian context. T.B. Naik
the problem in proper perspective by talking of the criteria and
indices of the tribal life in specifically Indian setting. What should be the criteria
and indices of tribal life? Living in forest? The Dublas of Surat and a host of others
do not live in forests. They live in fertile plains; nevertheless they are included in
the Scheduled Tribes. Primitive religion? But you do not know what primitive
religion is in India, there being a continuance from the most abstract philosophy to
the tribal gods and superstitious beliefs in the religion of most of the advanced
communities of India. This index being very fluid and not exact will not do.
Geographical isolation? There are hundreds of tribal groups who are not living an

isolated life. Primitive economic system? There are many peasant groups who are
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living by an equally primitive economic system. Thus, Naik goes on to present his
own criteria for a tribe which are as follows:

1. A tribe to be a tribe should have the least functional inter dependence within the
community (the Hindu caste system is an example of high interdependence)

2. It should be economically backward which means:

(i) the full import of monetary economics should not be understood by its members
(ii) primitive means of exploiting natural resources should be used.

(iv) the tribe's economy should be at an underdeveloped stage; and

(v) it should have multifarious economic pursuits.

3. There should be a comparative geographic isolation of it ople o

4. Culturally, members of a tribe should have a c n di t, ich may be
subject to regional variations.

S. A tribe should be politically organized an
an influential institution.

ity Panchayat should be

lturation omatically debar it from being a tribe.

tes the points already discussed above by saying that:

, however small it may be, remaining in isolation from the
in a geographical region. This applies to a caste as well as
ers of a true tribe, however, are generally not included into the
traditi caste hierarchy and frequently speak also a common dialect ,
entertain on beliefs, follow common occupational practices and (most
important) €onsider themselves as members of a small but semi national unit.

2. I would delete in the above (Naik’s) definition the words "economically
backward", "primitive means" and "underdeveloped stage" and substitute them by
the words "self sufficient" (for example Khasi, Gond, Bhil, Agaria and others who
are in part more specialized economically, even much more than their non tribal
neighbours). Yet each individual of a tribe may work for his family group and thus
may remain functionally dependent of solidarity with the tribe as a whole, rather
than as a partner in the caste hierarchy of non-tribal Hindus
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3. I agree with the definition of geographical isolation though not every tribe is an
isolated unit of people (e.g., Bhil, Santhals, Irula, etc.). But if a tribe has its own
system of economy, its isolation will no doubt be more stable.

4. Common dialects or languages are typical for tribes in Assam and the Central
areas, but not in the southern and western states of India. Community of language
helps greatly, but is not imperative for building up tribal consciousness. The
original religious concepts of most tribes in pre-acculturation days were different
from their Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim or Christian neighbours but are not always so
now.

S. A tribe need not always be politically organized nor hav
Panchayat. It may or may not have a single chief or a few elde
more or less power within the community.

a community
ho may wield

6. I would delete the relevant para of the above and su te it
"The members of a tribe have a feeling of belonging

which is valuable".

ith the" words,
thé)existence of

their non-tribal neighbours. Very often th de to suffer on this
account in law courts and in other contact situagi tribals.

joined those who have been crifici ropologist's approach of the
problem. It says that (anthropologi
communities as conceived by s for theoretical purpose. These do
not appear to be empiric to communities that have been included in the
list of the scheduled tri i
which do not satisfy the iteria should not be considered as tribes even
though they are included
(1979) too, li
measure, of thRe difficulty is inherent in the intellectual legacy of the discipline of
provoked by such statements remarks rather sceptically,
nown definition given by Tate Regan of 'species'. Adopting

he can apply blindly and get along with, he says, we should tell
't have it, just as the zoologist is not in a position to give a clear cut
all-purposeldefinition of species.

Despite such rhetoric and academic polemics on the problem of definition of tribe
quite a substantial measure of standardization has been accomplished in
designating which people are or are not entitled to particular protection and
privilege. This could become possible only due to vigorous academic efforts of the
much maligned and misunderstood anthropologists who, with the help of rigorous
and painstaking empirical research, ultimately came out with definite and
empirically verifiable ethnographic data to clear the cobwebs of misgivings
regarding Indian tribes.
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Majumdar and Madan (1967) demonstrate this new mood by emphatically stating
the following facts:

1. In India, a tribe is definitely a territorial group, a tribe has a traditional territory,
and emigrants always refer to it as their home. The Santhals working in the Assam
tea gardens refer to particular regions of Bihar or Bengal as their ‘home’.

2. All members of a tribe are not kin of each other, but within every Indian tribe
kinship operates as a strong associative, regulative and integrating principle. The
consequence is tribal endogamy and the division of a tribe into clans and sub-clans
and so on. These clans, etc, being kin groups, are exogamous.

3. Members of an Indian tribe speak one common language- theif,own or that of

tribes. Joint ownership of property, wherever present as
Hos, is not exclusive. Politically, Indian tribes are und e state

councils) corresponding to the heterogeneity, racial
population in a village or in adjacent villages.

times puzzling mosaic of
concept of tribe is likely

opting classification criteria. Keeping this aim in view the state
ere asked to suggest the characteristics which seemed to them most
suitable in distinguishing the so called aboriginal groups from the rest of the
population.

The Assam government suggested descent from Mongoloid stock, affiliation with
Tibeto-Burman linguistic groups and the existence of a social organization of the
village clan type as the major characteristics. The erstwhile Bombay government
considered residence in forest areas as the basic criterion while for the Madhya
Pradesh government tribal origin, speaking tribal language and residence in forest
areas were important criteria. Similarly, the governments of Madras, Orissa,
Andhra, Mysore, Travancore, etc., suggested various linguistic, geographical,
economic and social factors as indicators:-
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Taking the above mentioned characteristics into consideration the tribes basis of
India may be classified on the basis of their (a) territorial distribution, (b) linguistic
affiliation, (c) physical and racial characteristics, (d) occupation or economy, (e)
cultural contact and (f) religious beliefs.

GEOGRAPHICAL SPREAD

Looking at the physical map of India and the distribution of tribal population, we
find that both geography as well as tribal demography permits a regional grouping
and a zonal classification. B.S. Guha has classified Indian tribes into three zones.

(i) The North and north eastern zone (ii) The central or the middle zone

(iii) The southern zone

(i)The northern and north-eastern zone:

The northern and north-eastern zone consists
mountain valleys of the eastern frontiers of I

alyan region and the

while in the northern part are included the¥tri eastern Kashmir; eastern
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and northeft . Some of the important
tribes living between Assam and fla, Miri, Gurung and the
Apatani on the west of the Sub ishmi tribes live in the high
ranges between the Debong a iver. HWurther east are found the Khamti and
the Singpho and beyond the Naga tribes. South of the Naga Hills

aro (now the habitants of the Meghalaya
Pradesh also contains some important tribes

(ii) The Ce or the Middle Zone

This zone consists of plateaus and mountainous belt between the Indo-Gangetic
plain to the north and roughly the Krishna river to the south and this is separated
from the north eastern zone by the gap between the Garo hills and the Rajmahal
hills In this zone we have another massing of tribal peoples in Madhya Pradesh
with extensions in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Bharat, southern Rajasthan, northern
Maharashtra, Bihar and Orissa. Northern Rajasthan, southern Maharashtra and
Bastar form the peripheral areas of the zone. The important tribes inhabiting this
zone are the Savara, Gadaba and Borido of the Ganjam district; the Juang, Kharia,
Khond Bhumij and the Bhuiya. On the plateau of Chotanagpur live Munda,
Santhal, Oraon, Ho and Birhor. Further west along Vindhya ranges live the
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Katkari, Kol and Bhil. The Gonds form a large group and occupy what is known as
the Gondwanaland. On both sides of the Satpuras and around the Maikal hills are
found similar tribes like Koraku, Agaria, Pardhan and Baiga. In the hills of Bastar
live some of the most colourful of these tribes like Muria, the Hill Muriya of the
Abhujmar hills and Bison horn Maria of the Indravati valley. Most of the tribes of
this zone practice shifting cultivation as means of their livelihood but the Oraon,
Santhal, Munda and Gond have learnt plough cultivation as a result of their
cultural contact with neighbouring rural populations.

(iii) The Southern Zone

This zone consists of that part of southern India, which falls squth of the river
Krishna stretching from Waynaad to Cape Camorin. Andhra Pr
Coorg, Travancore, Cochin, Tamil Nadu, etc., are included in4thi

from the north east of this zone, the Chenchu occupy the

Travancore. They are also included amo
backward communities of the world.
Nilgiri hills most of the tribal groups «
for food.

Although Guha has not i
in any of these zones and h

e inhabitants of Andaman and Nicobar Islands
their description, yet these tribal people may

be said to co ute a fourt e. The main tribes living in this zone are the
Jarwa, Onge, [North Sentinelese, Andamanese and Nicobari. Thus separated from
the main bod 's primitive tribes, they are ethnically close to the south
Indian t
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COLONIAL POLICIES AND TRIBES

The Britishers came into contact with the tribes during their efforts for the
consolidation of the Indian Empire. Quite early they had to control the turbulent
Hill Paharia of the Rajmahal Hills (Bengal) who had risen in revolt against the
Hindu Zamindars. They were at first subdued in a clash of arms, but soon after a
policy of pacification was decided upon. Bribes were paid, under the name of
pensions and totalling Rs. 15,000 per year, to tribal leaders. Ex servicemen were
encouraged to settle down around the Paharia habitation. In 1782, on the
suggestion of Augusts Cleaveland, administrator of the area Rajmahal Hills were
withdrawn from normal administration. Local courts, consisting of local leaders,
were given civil and penal jurisdiction over the Hills tract. Contactgfwith Zamindars

land, entirely unsuited to the tribes. British policy
segregation, often unnecessary and harmful an

1827 Regulation I of 1
brought the Paharia and

non-regulation areas Regulation was reintroduced giving
s to executive officers in the affected areas which thus came
administration. The British Parliament sanctioned the
f specially administered non-regulation areas by the Indian
Councils of 1861. In 1870, the Parliament gave the Governor General in
Council the power to legalize the regulations under which various areas were being
specially administered. The Scheduled Districts Act, XIV of 1874, passed by the
Indian legislature, gave special powers to local government. A local government
could now specify the enactments that were to be locally in force in a specially
administered area; and the modifications which were to be made in enactments,
elsewhere in force, before their application to a specially administered area.

With various local modifications, the pattern of British policy remained as outlined
in the foregoing paragraphs till Parliament passed the Government of India Act,
1919. Under section 52- A (2) of this Act special modified administration of various
areas, regarded as backward, could be ordered by the Governor-General in Council,
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thus wholly exempting the people of the said areas from administration under
provisions of the Act. It was felt by the Government of India that whereas in certain
backward areas modification of national laws was enough, in certain other such
areas complete special administration alone would meet the demands of the
situation. Thus came into existence partially and wholly excluded areas. Further,
some excluded areas were not given the right of representation in the Indian and
provincial legislature, others could have members nominated on their behalf; and
still others could elect some of their representatives, while the rest would have to
be nominated to represent them.

The application of the Government of India Act, 1935, brought about some minor
changes. The Council of Ministers could not advise a govegfior on how to

the War brought with it the resignation of iniStries and a national
emergency, preventing any new policy f lre ilitation from taking shape.
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ISSUE OF INTEGRATION AND AUTONOMY

For thousands of years primitive tribes persisted in forests and hills without having
more than casual contact with the populations of the open plains and the centres
of civilization. Now and then, a military campaign extending for a short spell into
the vastness of tribal country would bring the inhabitants temporarily to the notice
of princes and chroniclers, but for long periods there was frictionless co-existence
between the tribal folks and Hindu caste society in the truest sense of the word
(Haimendorf, 1960). But the physical isolation of most of the aboriginal tribes drew
to an end when the modern means of communication like railways and roads were
introduced in the nineteenth and early twentieth century coupled with the sudden
growth of India's population. This caused land hungry peasantsgdof the plains to

unadministered - enabled traders, moneylenders and
social workers, etc. - to establish themselves in tribal vil

tribals who, as many examples show, lost their, i dence and lot of
land within a span of twenty to thirty years of th ith the cunning and
professional people of the plains. The plig nd vulnerable Indian
tribals has been surfacing from time boutihundred years or so. But
after independence they have been cq ] ' for government and their
more advanced fellow citizens. T , anthropologists, sociologists,
Christian missionaries and social w e viewed this ‘problem’ from different
perspectives. For the matter o NeSe views and policy approaches may

be divided into three Isolationism (ii) Assimilationism (iii)

s this categorization rotates round the

(Ghurye, 1963). Let us take a brief view of their social and economic organisation
and then the resultant problems.

(1) Lots of these tribes have been practising a crude type of cultivation called
shifting cultivation known by respective vernacular names. It required little labour,
care and vital input. Under this scheme of cultivation trees and shrubs are felled
with axe before the start of monsoon, fired and allowed to burn down into ashes.
Now the desired seed is thrown and the nature is left to take care of the yield. To
supplement their dietary requirement they collect all kinds of edible roots and
fruits and hunt their favourable animals.
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(2) Further, most of the tribal people are habituated to drink, formerly to their
home brewed liquor of rice, mahua flower and other varieties and later to all kinds
of distilled liquor. As a group, Jounsari, Bhil, Gond and numerous other tribes
drink and even their children drink liberally. This is clue to their local
environmental and ecological conditions. Liquor has also been a part of their ritual
and religious practices.

(3) Contacts with Christian missionaries especially in Bihar and north eastern
region played havoc with their spiritual world. The faith in their old gods was
shaken and everything tribal was called blasphemous.

(4) Different tribes have different customs in regard to marriage and inheritance.
The tribal customs were not properly understood and they wer ished by the
regular courts. If hurt the tribal sentiments.

(5) Tribal people have been illiterate. When various sche or their
educational upliftment, very little care was taken to ifpart Psimaryfeducation in
their respective mother tongues even in case of info

A

K

and death struggle of many primitive tribes in India and
ce of adverse economic conditions, D.N. Majumdar
uses: (1) The excise laws have hit them hard, (2) The

of heavy licence fee (5) Shifting cultivation is prohibited in most areas. The people,
thus have been forced to take to the kind of agriculture unsuited to them or for
which they do not know adequate offering and sacrifices which will "please the gods
presiding over agriculture" (6) Marriage by capture has been treated as an offence
under the Indian Penal Code. It was generally resorted to in order to avoid payment
of heavy bride price, and the substitute had worked smoothly. The recognition of
this custom as offence punishable by law will seriously undermine social solidarity
and lead to social disharmony. We know that late marriage is customary among the
tribal people and there are large numbers of men and women in every tribe who
cannot afford to marry under normal conditions. (7) The fairs and weekly markets
which have begun to attract tribal people are ruining them financially (8)
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Education, which has been and is being imparted, has been more harmful than
otherwise. (9) The judicial officers have not been able to give them satisfactory
justice. (10) Missionary effort has resulted in creating in their minds a loathing for
their own culture and a longing for things which they have no means to obtain. (11)
Contact has introduced diseases in tribal peoples for which they possess no
efficient indigenous pharmacopoeia. Medical health rendered by the state is
meagre.

A.V. Thakkar, popularly known as "Thakkar Bapa", one of the most vociferous
champions of tribal cause has analysed the situation in the straight manner of a
social worker. According to him the problems of the aborigines may be analysed
into (1) poverty; (2) illiteracy; (3) health (4) inaccessibility of the agéas inhabited by
tribals; (5) defects in administration and (6) lack of leadership.

special needs. (2) Deliberate meas
tribes.

Three major evils proceeded,_for (1) loss of land and supplanting of
the tribal village head i particularly by the Hindus from the
plains, whether cultivato , traders, or mere land grabbers; (b) loss
of means of subsistence a egration of tribal solidarity.

This approach also includes what is now widely known as 'National Park Theory'
credited to Verrier Elwin. He suggested that "the first necessity is the establishment
of National Park, in which not only the Baiga but thousands of simple Gonds in
their neighbourhood might take refuge. A fairly large area was to be marked out for
this purpose. The areas should be under the direct control of a tribe's
commissioner who should be an expert standing between them as was resorted to
in the case of the Ho and Santhals, viz., through the leaders or headmen of the
tribe. The usual other steps like licensing all non-aboriginals, were to be taken to
safeguard the aboriginal from being exploited by unscrupulous adventurers. In
short, the administration was to be so adjusted as to allow the tribesmen to live
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their lives with utmost possible happiness and freedom. No missionaries of any
religion were to be allowed to breakup tribal life."

This approach has been severely criticized on the ground that in the name of
protecting the culture of the tribals, they cannot be kept aloof from the rest of
India. They are not domestic cattle or zoo exhibits but equal citizens of free India.
Thus they should be allowed to contribute towards the advancement of their
country and enjoy the resultant fruits of development.

ASSIMILATION The second approach viz. assimilation has got considerable
acceptance when lobbied by social workers. The protagonists of assimilation
advance the view that tribes should be assimilated with their neighbouring non-
tribal cultures.

exchanges, Indian society could not become totally
characteristics did take shape that are truly nation
of historical development of Indian society. Butgi denied that Indian
society has been formed with Santhal, Kashmiri and
numerous other cultural currents. Unde iti the policy of total
assimilation of tribal culture as the soluti

Jawaharlal Nehru has been Y

deep sympathy for the tui
approach of the state
integration.

have got so many linguistic and religious groups who are
rm one Indian nation without anybody being forced to give up

will be more meaningful and durable integration when every
p feels secure; when, in this pluralistic society that India is, people
can exist as Hindus, Muslims, Christians, and Sikhs etc. When one can exist here
as Tamil, Oriya, Gujarati, Bengali, Punjabi etc. then why not a person can exist
here with respect and dignity as a Santhal, a Gond, a Tharu, a Meena and a
Yenadi? Integration can never be achieved under the shadow of threat and no
plural society can afford to keep disgruntled, distressed, restless and frustrated
minorities in its fold and still aspire for the harmonious development of the
country. To ensure integration in this way the non-tribals need education as much
as the tribals.
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SOCIAL CLASSES IN INDIA

AGRARIAN CLASS STRUCTURE

The concept of agrarian class structure refers to the type of the class structure that
prevails in an agricultural society or set up. Scholars such as S. Bhargava, D.R.
Gadgil and others have stated in their studies that the agrarian classes did exist in
pre-independent India. The agrarian social structure consists of agrarian classes
which represent different social groups in rural India.

An analysis of the post independent Indian rural set up reveals the existence of
four classes. They are - (i) landowners, (ii) tenants (iii) labourers, and (iv) non-
agriculturists.

16%) with 2 to 5 hectares of land, medium
hectares of land and big cultivators [about
land.

Daniel Thorner's Classification of Rura
Daniel Thorner classified rural cla

(a) maliks, (b) kisans and (c)
follows:

(i) Income obtained from i.e. through rent, one's own cultivation or wages.

(ii) The nature of rights- i.e.
or no rights at

ip rights, tenancy rights, sharecropping rights,

(iv) The extent ork actually performed- i.e. doing no work at all, doing
oing total work, and doing work for others to earn wages.

asses which Daniel Thorner spoke of are (a) Malik, (b) Kisan,

(a) Maliks or Landlords

The term Maliks refers to the big landlords and considerably rich land owners who
constitute the relative affluent class in the village set up. The Malik obtains his
agricultural income mostly, but not solely, from property rights in the land. It
means a share of the produce of land [i.e. the land over which he has ownership
rights| is realized by him either in cash or in kind, or sometimes both. The Maliks
sometimes cultivate lands personally by making use of hired labourers. They many
employ managers to supervise the cultivation of land.
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The Maliks can be grouped into two groups, namely, the big absentee landlords,
and the rich resident land owners.

(i) Absentee Landlords i.e. those who do not stay in the village but in a far away
town or city and get the cultivation done through the mangers or supervisors.
These Maliks are normally big landlords who have their rights over lands spread
over several villages. They are absentee landlords for they do not have any personal
interest in the land, and get it managed by supervisors.

(ii)) The rich resident land owners i.e. those Maliks who reside in the village in
which they own land. These people also do not work in the land personally but get
the cultivation work done by others.

(b) Kisans or Working Peasants \

v In comparison with the Malik, the Kisan owns land which is
nlike the Malik, the Kisan and his family embers actually take

family members, often work as agricultural labourers. They very rarely employ
outside labourers, but often invite others to work in their fields on exchange basis.
It is also probable that most of the Kisans belong to what are known as
intermediary castes.

(b) Mazdoors or Labourers

The term Mazdoors refers in the rural context to the landless villagers who work as
labourers on wage basis. They obtain their livelihood primarily from working on
other people's land. The class of Mazdoors may consist of poor tenants, share
croppers and landless labourers. The mazdoors receives wages in cash and
sometimes in kind also. These Mazdoors are often forced to migrate to the
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neighbouring villages, to other districts or states, particularly when they fail to find
enough work in their own villages. Some of them even turn out as construction or
industrial workers.

Dhanagare's Model of Agrarian Classes

Prof. D.N. Dhanagare has commented that Thorner's classification of agrarian
classes suffers from its own limitations for it is not based on any theoretical
assumptions. Dhanagare himself has suggested yet another model of agrarian
classes. Dhanagare's model consists of five categories or classes which are as
follows: (i) landlords (ii) rich peasants (iii) middle peasants (iv) landless labour (v)
poor peasants.

Agrarian classes based on the size of the cultivated land

On the basis of the size of the land possessed by the feasant§yan other
sources of income which they obtain, one can speak of a old classification of
agrarian classes. It is as follows:

(i) Big farmers who hold more than four hectares

(ii) Medium farmers owning 2-4 hectares of
(iii) Small famers possessing 1-2 hectar:
(iv) Marginal farmers having land an one hectare.

(v) Agricultural labourers wh
who mainly relies on wage

possess a small piece of land and
urce of income.

1cations of agrarian classes signify that a
ible. It is very difficult to make a clear
an classes in the Indian rural set up for it is

Conclusion: The above
few more classifications
identification and analysis o
highly varied omplex.

145

www.iasgurukul.com 7, Basement, Apsara Arcade, near Karol Bagh Metro Station Gate # 7, Karol Bagh, New Delhi


http://www.iasgurukul.com/

SOCIOLOGY BY PRANAY AGGARWAL  IAS [e]s5381qu)s Call 99996 93744

INDUSTRIAL CLASS STRUCTURE

INDUSTRIAL WORKING CLASS

The effects of industrialization have been: (1) The percentage of workers engaged in
agriculture has come down while that of workers engaged in industrial activities
has gone up (2) The process of social mobility has accelerated. (3) Trade unions
have organized industrial workers to fight for their rights. (4) Since industrial
workers maintain continued and close relationship with their kin groups and
castes, caste stratification has not affected class character. (5) The traditional and
charismatic elite have been replaced by the professional elite.

labour available in villages for urban employment.
employers abused workers unmercifully. Since

views, it was held that workers retained th
of labour for industrial development.

very limited. About 20 to 25 percent of
S percent of children. This was because
prohibited and children below 14 years
dly, though it is argued that industry is caste-
provide an adequate supply of labour and
are uninterested in caste affiliation, yet workers did not permit
the employersito employ workers of untouchable castes. Thirdly, large number of
i ies were those who had no significant claim to land.

labour force consisted of
employment of women i

Fourthly, ed were not necessarily from the same district in which
the gindust ocated but were recruited from different districts as well as
neig i . There were, thus, no geographical barriers inhibiting the flow

of laboUyi industry. The rural social structure (joint family system etc.) was
also not rrier to the flow of population needed for urban economic expansion.
According to one estimate, of the total workers in any industry, about 25 percent
are local, 10 percent come from within 100 kms of industry's location, SO percent
from 10 to 750 kms and 15 per cent from more than 750 kms. This shows a
tendency for industry hands to be drawn from increasingly distant areas. All these
features explain the class aspect of industrial labour force in India.

Analyzing the working class, Holmstrom has said that all workers do not share all
interests; rather they share a few interests only. He has also said that it is
necessary to draw a class line between the organized and the unorganized sector
industrial workers. Joshi (1976) also has said that organized and unorganized
sector industrial workers are two classes with different and conflicting interests.
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This can be explained on the basis of difference in four factors: wages, working
conditions, security and social worlds.

The wages depend upon whether the industry is big (more than 1,000 workers),
small (250-1,000 workers) or very small (less than 50 workers). In 1973, West
Bengal laid down different minimum wages for above three types of industries. The
big industries pay much more than the small industries because of the economics
of scale, unions and workers' strong bargaining position. Naturally, the interest s of
workers depends upon the type of industry they work in.

The working conditions also affect the interests of workers. Workers in industries
with more pleasant conditions, having safety measures and fewer accidents and
less noise and monotony and fatigue, shorter hours, more s freedom from
close control or harassment, a chance of learning somethin
creches and washing rooms, have different interests fo

arning a skill and getting
promotion; the latter is terrified of losing i joi@s a union.

dependence etc. The facto
fewer hostilities and le
separate from the outsiders. Th
class within the working c

e organized sector have more solidarity,
eir interests and ideology keep them
ganized sector workers form a privileged
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MIDDLE CLASSES IN INDIA

The emergence of the new middle class is an interesting development in the era of
economic liberalization in India. Academic studies had, no doubt, focused earlier
on the character of the Indian middle class in general, but it is only recently that
the rise of the new middle class has attracted the attention of social scientists.

Economic reforms initiate Pri inister Narasimha Rao and Finance Minister
Dr. Manmohgn Singh grea ributed to the expansion of the Indian Middle

Class

In a celebrated the Indian middle classes, B.B Mishra has suggested that

the mem' cated and professionals, such as government servants,
la s and doctors, primarily constituted the bulk of the Indian
midd Iso included the body of merchants, agents of modern trading
firms executives in banking and trading, and the middle grades of peasant

continued for years for the purpose of examining the role of the middle class in
contemporary India.

It has been argued that in the early years of the Independence, material pursuits of
middle class were subsumed in a broader ethical and moral responsibility to the
nation as a whole. A restraint on materialistic exhibitionism in a poor country was
the ideal reflector of the character of the middle class. Changes have, however,
occurred in the basic character of this class. Pavan Varma, for example, in his book

'The Great Indian Middle Class' has initiated a significant debate on the declining
social responsibility of the Indian middle class. It is in this context that the idea of

a new middle class has been made popular in India.
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The current culture of consumerism has given rise to the mew middle class. The
economic liberalization initiated in India in the 1990s portrays the middle class as
a sizeable market which has attracted the Multi National Corporations (MNC).
Images of the urban middle class in the print media and television contribute to
prevalence of images of an affluent consumer. The spread of the consumer items
such as cellphones, cars, washing machines and colour televisions has also
consolidated the image of a new middle class culture. Advertising images has
further contributed to that perception.

The new middle class has left behind its dependence on austerity and state
protection. The newness of the middle class rests on its embrace ocial practices
of taste and consumption and a new cultural standard. T
middle class involves adoption of a new ideology rather t
basis of India's middle class.

indifference towards socioeconomic problems o . ever, proponents
of liberalization have projected this new mi alized standard for a
globalizing India.
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