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- 3. Sociology 1ike science is abstract. That’ "isg it

o

o

.mo's-

KA EOE

T -_.fi__gk._._.,,-._ - __._— S
Is SOCIOLO_GY A SCIENCE? .

ces 1300
‘_\

Is sociology a sc1ence? ‘[he answer to. this questlon depends on
how one defined science. If science is defined as an accunula-
tion of systematic knowledge, then sociology is a science, But
if sclence is taken %o “figan only -exact sciences like. Physica,
Biology etc., then -it is’not, However, before we come to any
conclusion; it 15 useful "to examine -the arguments for and agam—-
.st treating. soclology.as a-science.

A%y _Arquments in favour of soziology as -a sciénce -

1. Sociology:- like any -other science is objective. -That is, it
is not.influenced'by-any bias or prejudice -of the reasearche.

The feeungs attitudes cf . the 1m'est1gator have no. bear).ng on
the sub_)ef —m=tter. .

2, suc1ology is value—free. The socrcloglst does not :unpose ox
study social phenoemend:froem ithe view'point of his own values, - .-
nor does he pass.any. va;ue-gudgements on other; people's values.
The sociologist also does not allow his own. value-system to .
‘1nfluence the choice of what the studles. ’

3. ::oc:.ology ‘is emplncal It s very much based on data and in- "
formation gathered fiom the field. through"various scientific techni-
gues like observatlon, questionnaire, interviews, surveys and case-
studies, -These data are. subject to careful scrutlny and analysis

before arrivmg at any general:.satxpn.- AR

bocmlogy "also’ Yike any science attempts to solve roblems.

is not just theorising.” It has pract1ca1 value.”’ Ioday, so-
0locgists are increasingly associated in solving:najoér scaial pro-
gms like crime, drug-addiction,-delinquency, aliénation etc. Many
the concepts developed. by soc:.olog:.sts are being . applied by adai-.
\,rators in rurming soc1ety,

OO ki

)../. H. n- [T

. .

5. bociology is not a hapazard collectxon of knowledge about social
phenomena. : It ‘is .a aYSLE’EDath and. ordluly body of knowleage about

" society. . -

. ‘Sociolegy is based -on. assumptlons v.hlch ares verlflable ¥ike the
essamo'clons of any’ other .sciencé. Unverifisble assumpt:.ons do not
form par of soclology. .For. example, many theories on crime, inter-
group relatz_ons etc., can-be tested in relat:.on to reall..y. ’

1. boclology also employs same methods as science in ‘the accwnulat101
oi knowledge lzae observatlon, compar:.slon, and exper:.mntatlon._

employs gone-
ralisations, concep*ual tools and theories in’ explulng its sub-
ject mat..er. : - s

%

Argupents 2gainst achiing sociolog‘i as a_science:
1

1. ihe subject matter ¢f sociclogy is-highdy gqualitative, It

ceals with people'’s attitudes, ;eelmgs, and motives whlcb cannot
Le quantified-at all. Quantlf:.cetmn is a first step 'in science o
and t*na is not available in sociology. ) '

. ¥easurment 1% another impox; ant tharacterestic of 2 science.
*henoimenz like atititudes, feelings, motives and relat ionshlps and
valugs etc., cannot be measured and determined on a gq -saile. -
”easurement Ls moort.m for”’ the growth of sc:.ence.

® o,

.

Préediction is anofher vital’ feetx.r° of sciénce. The ability

r férecast and predict with .o.-ectness is the hall-mark of- science.
ing by this ya*d-stxck, it is difficult to categorlse socipology ..
: Ci nce - since-social phenomOna are not amename Lo ex act predh.tmr

Ano Lher “im portant “character stlc of wcience: is e,\permemaulbn.

'35 not. possible in socm\ogy to evperment ‘'sirce- humzn beings are’
auinsz+pigs and alse it is -not Jqu. p0551ble to "reafe a ‘labora-
lixz conditions @ socaetv.

(G O

13 e do
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is no unznimity or agxeement in. soc1olo'1y cn @ ena.
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the universality. for rellgian given by different. soc1ologists,
"Again, a universal pheénpmena like stratificatlon.is exglamed di-

"as 3 sciance.
8. Sociology’ lacks precision. ‘Many of: the tems used- by sociologlsts

“¥hile it is true that; relatively speakmg, soc1ology not possess

.. 1ike physics. and life.-—sci'ences ‘have; -one cannot-dismiss the clain

‘Further, it should be.. noted that the snb)ﬂct matter of- 50cloloay
“haviolr ‘would be -impossivie, ~For.-centurieés, the same :customs and

- to live 'in‘groups.  ‘The: need for sex, hunger, nutritlon, affection -

-1Ii1 is also not: correct ‘to say ihat prediction is Iu;.ed .out in so-

Download all f6im - www.UPSCPDF.com -
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phen .nena., For example, ‘there.are a number_pf explanatmnc for _ -

fferently by various soclolog).sts. This. is -not the case with science.

6. The subject:matter of soclology ‘is too dyham.c and changing from
placé to place, eg., culture, unlike in -sciencas wheTe the subject
matter 1% ccnstant anc Stable €Q. ., many ‘of the p‘xenomena in pature

like planets, stars,’ _seas, cyclones obey “cerftain’ universal laws and
2re same evergwhere -. ) -

7. Social phenomena 'ére highly s'ubjeétigé.'- And heterogenous. No
two people and groups -are alike, Feelings,. attltudes.h);otlves,
values and norms vary frem individual -to individyal -and.g¥oup to
group. Tkis high- degree “of vam.ety and _subjectivity - of the. sub-
ject matter.: malres it d"fflculf. to accppt the- clams of soéciology

(

like community association, lhstitution’ etc, lack a clear and upi~- -
versally accep{ed meaningfl. On’the other hand terms- efiployed in
sciences like gravity,- stress, force, ~veloc1ty and-’ so on have a
dclear and precise meanings all over -the-world.

anc_]_.gilon 3 : .-

the seme degree of. exac‘tness precision and control that seiences

of sociology to be a science. In: fact, over the year -Sciénce it--
self has given up its claims for .total perfatlon and exactness.
Many phenomena like the origin of the umverse, the extent of
universe, the genetic code, the nature of pain and the nzture and
behzviour cf many viruses (for example the AI-DS virus) still can-
nol de: explained with' perfection. Sciénce will always bave to iive
with’a ccotsin amount of unce‘rtalnlty. BUT. science never gives up
1ts quest for truth : : :

is not as _m,,ermananet ‘and varied as others say. There is a de-.
finite order -and predlctablhty in society. ..Dtherwise himan- be-

traditions are being preserved, people are still marrying into their
cwn castes, families continpue.to zear children and. people-continue .

apd security are universal, ~ Ecenomic behavmur in indyustrial society
is laergely’ pred*ctable—-ot..-rwwse there would be no economlcs.

ciology. In demograpivy,. forecasting: can be made.,. For example,
cn2 can say with some cenfidegee, that if ine. ctatus of women and
rate of 1.Lt~=rasy inprove ina soc:.et" highly populated soc1ety,
then population growth will slow down. One can also-say that if
an a2gricultursl society changes to an industrial) soci@ty, certain
changes like less: mportaﬁce tz ascription, mobilttiy, ratlonauty
zand occupctlor‘al dlvers‘ty gtc, are bound to follow. : -

&
S
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5

It is =1s0 not correct to-say that qua'u:.f;ccaxlon and experimemta~ -

tion sre tctally absent in soc;olony. “With the developnment of stati-

stics, quantitative techpiques are- inc*‘easmgly being used in

sociology; particularly-in the field of population ‘studies, inter

and intra-group behaviour, migration;-urbanisation and deviasnce £7%
and social change, Alsc, many experimenis have been condficted in g
socgclogy with a rcassnable denv‘ee of success speg 311}' in 1ndustr1a1 5
gpc;clogy énd small groups dynamlcs. LIt is also not true to say-™ %
t5al neasurement is totally absent in sociolegy and social sciences, ..§
I—jnererﬂepa like inteiligence; personalltv, mter-g;oup ‘behavior, - fﬁ'f'
intra-group behaviour can be meas sured. In demography and popu... é .
istion s;udlos, quam,..l 1catlon playa a. very im pcrtant rolé‘.' &
Theregore, keepmg ‘the above facts ‘in. v1ew . one can” ‘,ertamly. o - g"
Say th2t scclology is in fact 2 body. of <ys ematic. knowledge and® _ %;
thereZere quaiifies to be a science. e
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ac1entuic method according to ueorge A. Lundberg, con- -
.slists of, "bystematic observation, classif‘ca*ion and

irxterpretatlon cf-data'* [ - Scientific method covers both..-
the method/techniques and the end results of such methods/

techniques, Scilentific method is comaon to all sciences -
riatural, physical and sacial, ™

' reatures of Scientific Method -

The following- are the main characterestics of the scientiﬁic
ethod- o

PO S -
A

(2) Rel*ance on._ emgirlcal evidence.-,

Science insists oh verifiablity of evidence - evidence that

. can be gathered by our senses and- establlshed _Empirlca‘l
evidence 1is opposed to armchair speculation.’ :1In fact, the
rirst: step in sclentific method.is.'gathering-dat3d that is

. verifiable.  For example, ‘demegraphers painstakingly vollect.

data to formulate generalisations about fertilfiy behaviour,
They don'$ make wlld guesses.

-

(13) "blhctivitz,_ _ e

ODJectiv ity means the study of phenomena or any matter wit‘\out
the influence of one's own prejudices, beliefs, likes and
dhlwes,‘ fears .etc, or-under the influeénce of- others,'- Obje-

rt;.vrty 15 the -study. of. evidem_e dispassionaiely.

For example,
in India & socislogist wnlle studylng .the caste system

s hould
.ot 3llow . his own.views abeout caste in a'aywa\, to.:

study of the system,

-

“{c} Plassﬁicat:.on.«

Facts/data col lected are systematicaily o:ganisnd ‘and cate-

oorised according to some objectiive criteria or on a.lagical

basis, The puspose of. classification is to place
f
[

SX&5 Iénse,

{d) Generali satibn:«-

The neéxt feature of scientific mgthod is generalisation, —The

frcwulation of 2 general statemenit or & general law opp!icdble
te 3 range’ of given phenoména or facts is the aim of science,

Scientific mechoa aims to discover sn undfarlyéng thread of.
Uizl

formity, A generalisaticn is sometning that is womnon to T C
tange of data or events etc,

{
C
o
<
o
o

9
v
o

w

dantif

i
RTe i od is based oh verit*e z.liz.y. Statements must
¢ cspable of being verified or proved er they must be capable
f beling proveds " For sxample, & ciatenis n?. ths ¢ pesple believe .
net god ex i°ts ._.,mnot verifiable’~ it is°more 2 belief that
o8 exlets, . thut .17 one makss a- Pictmem that many .people’
flock tao- godaen: tg seek - sglace or oul of some ffustrations, -
thoen the

o

sta te'rsnt can bc veriflcdq

,~_;Dc5.wn_.|dad all form:- www.UPSCPDF.com
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_One of the main aims of science ts o dé:(gifqp- pred;qtibns. |

‘predicticns are ‘net alway$ sure = they are-more probabilistic
" and qualified.. For exampie, in demcgraphy, predictions are

.-be caused by -a ‘number .of- .factors'-" like for eg., poverty,
But, socilologists do ¢* empt to put forward . .cause-effect re-

. unity-dismissed his claims ds bogus; - - e

- I:gorous, .zm=pesonsl mode. of procedurs distated by tha demandc

- tion inp the =zede of investigati

Download all form :- www.UPSCPDF.com
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(f) Predictiopz= = *TMUL ottt ~

On the basis of:observations of uniformity Jor Tepeatability
of phenomena like the meteorologists make about depressions/
cyclones’ etc., Such predictions’ are based on established '
knowledge about-.phengmena. However,. in sqocial sciences,

factors l1ke gbvi. policy and political conditions afe
constant, - .. . .. . . o T A

made about fertility behaviour assuning” that ‘certain things/

- L ey -
e

(g) Cause-effect relaticnship:= a S
Science should ‘be able to- develop cause-effect’ explanations -

which-can be demonstrated < for example what causes a rainbow
to appear in the sky. But is_sgcial“sciences cause~effect re-
lationships are not easy .to- formulate as.a .give phenomens may

lat®onships. ' For example, Emile Durkheim, the éminent socio-
logist proposed that a main ‘Téason.for. the~comparitively =~ -
higher rate of suicide  among th= Protestants of France
could be theiriweak integration into society,: .. - . - -

(n) Commitment to Public methodology:-

i
N

Another requiremént of scientific method i:'s_ that the researcher .

should make public or disclose the steps. hé. has ‘fcllowed in .

coming  t> the ‘concliisions ‘that hé ‘has_propssed-or -formulated
so that those steps/methods can stand scrutiny by the scienti-

fic community.. For -example, a few years back- one Mr . Ramar "
Piliai claimed that !rel'_coul_d._.p;;q@g;;g;pgjc!:o;. out:of ‘herbs and-

~when asked to.demonstrate how, he could not.'satisfy the sci-
~entists noxr was ‘ne willing to state the steps -he:followed. T
In fact, in a public demonstration, he was found to have hidden . : -

inflammable substances below a vassel, The sclentific comm-

fherefére, weé may say that scientific method * “encourages s

of logic and ébjective procedure.'® Till about the first
quarter of the 20th century;, it was thought that only natural,

3id physical sciences followed the scientific method or rather

were compatible with the scientific method; But now, it is
accepted that ‘even social scientes: including sociology use

the methods of science inspite of certain problem like the com-
plexity of soclal phenomena, their variability ~“subjectivity.
difficully of experimentation and predictability etc., What
natters more is:legical reasoning, objectivity and systemiza-
on-and study. - -
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- IHE PROBLEN OF OBJECTIVITY X7

-D . . S - .-:'”, o v V.A..
One of the most: fundagental:requirensnt’ef any dclentific atudy

is-objectivity;i that ;is abdefice; a_;'g';biaé:6t;.i:11:§,a;‘1’§.y'_.on_t'he part
of the*researchéroxiséigntist;-o% "sinply the person who is- con-

ducting: the' studys’ ‘The sclentist should, ba'to¥ally. comited to

“truth irregpective 6f sny presduce oX irfluences acting on him,
. It ~wzs belisved that 1n ex-USSR-in the heydays of communism many

-selantists wile:pressurised by-the rulsrs to 'doctex’ or msnipe-
late thelir findings for -propaganda: purpose.::-Even™in- the West it
is held thdt-many-researchers working fox miltindtiondl drug com—
panies dellberataly either-exdggerste’ the beneficial ‘aspects of

- a’drug or downplay, the negative.or side’ effects of a'drug to suit

-the interests-of “thair empleyeissi-In.this case.-theéy are definitely
not obje'ctl_‘_.'i’... I R I .

3

"1£ s generakly arguad thit it '15'._réiéti§.éf? ‘easier of not all’

that difficult to. achiévd objectivity in pliysical snd-natural sc-

_-dences becansa the résearch-and the findings thereof :do not gat

influenced by or vaxy with tne social batckground of -the sclentist.
The quality-of stédy andifonclueléns, in’physical and natursl sc- -
lonces depend morae on the.calibre of -the resedrchef and facilities
availablé"and:not-upohihias réIigion;:. 1anduige,. caste:and so ‘on.
Even the Scientists own value Judgements do fiot also affect the fi~
ndinga,' for' exsmpla, ‘whether -he balieves 18 God ox pot, -

Lowttes

As atated here while objectivity should® ot be a majoi problem in
phyeical and natural.sciences, it does acquize Zhe dimensicnrs of a
major problem in’ socisl scYences, mere so In sociology. wWhy 1s it
that objectivity, o basic pmerequisite for any -science, becomes a
.prebleém -in. social sciences particiulerly in’eociociogy? -It is bex-
cause of tho following factors, ~ - -~ .. ... . :

. ',Ql.",S,chgl'ogy:é_t,g_d;ea} so;.ie_tj."a'nd ho'c-ﬁ.&ql"pheiiéméha and -the socto~

:1ogist himssli ¥s-a socindl bei_nq‘g-_ he- 13- an “integral part of-what he
studies. . Therefore, complete detachment is fiot possible. . He is
bound 1o be 2ffected by factors liKe.ethnicify, nstionality,; race
language, cla$s L. Coete etc, Further, the ssciclogist alse may him-
self subscribé ’to some ideclogy 1ike communigm capitaliem; atheisn

..and .80 on, Like any other human baing the .ﬁ?biolo_giet»ha‘s; ‘his -

fair shere of bisses, profudicds, 1ikes and dislikes, Therefore; —
he is very 1likely %o .be infldenced by:all ‘theesd factors in his study

. of sotlel reality making objedtivity difficult to achieve. For
- example, Talcott Parsons, the well knoéwn Am

_ . : ; merfcan soclologist em-
phasizes conserisus and equalibrium in his.writings and even argued
that social stratification is .functliopal- for*soclaty. _Many believed
that he vas committed to the capitalist. socisty, and Sghored or did
nct give due importsnce to the confiict between and -among social
clseses, Simliarly the Marxian soclologists hsve been criticised
for giving undae importante only te economig*forces and conflict
i1n thelr snalysis of society. : b SR '
. >

CZ2. Another factor which at‘fecte_ob_}ectivity"kwith regard to soclo-
logy 1s the fact that every sociologist is idmeelf a product of a
perticular society and 1ts culture, In his Besessment and study
61 othex cuiltuyras and societies, he is bound to be iniluenced by
his can upbringing and culilural conditioning:.‘*fi‘o put it in snother
way, the scciplegistaz parspective of othsr cultures is conditioned
by RE¥ his gwn culture, {This is referred to as culttral determi-

niss or cultural relativism) Therefore, every parspective is 2

cultuxzelly conditioned perspective and Ahus complete objectivity
1s"not possible in sociclogy. S o .

3, A ‘ i ' _  .given phenomens di-- .
fierent and, at times, contradictory explangtions are offered-hy
soclologists for example, sociologists give Varying explanatlcns
fer doviance-in a soclety. Qse of tho requirements ‘of objectivity
is that repezted observations of a given phenomena by differepnt ob—
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: 04. Lastly, socloloqy also- studles 8ubject1ve aspects of social
phenocmen3 like motived, -fealings ard individual meanings whaich
are important in. undexstanding these phenomena. “Some” scholars
argue.that en objective unaerstanding -0f - subjectivo‘ phenomena,
per 8@y is difficult . o . .- .

.-
..... - o he ae .-
- -t s A,
B,
c. ..

e have presen»ed above the probleus faced 1n achiwing objecti-
vity in soclology. .However, 211 thie,do.es % mesn:that eoclol-
ogists should give yp theix attenpts Xo be. objective ‘since: 1t
ie difficult “ox- j.mposslbla. Tnere «to:no vasdutudespa%t‘
To achievn objectivity oz, ot leaet“minth- aubjectivity, the s
social scientist must take the fonowing precautims L

0l. .obsexve the sfientiilc msthod o B .
02. gatmr data’ cyntemticany L u-:-f’: B R

AR

_ Ak DR L R
.03, not accept any R ae!.f.-evidapt' truths.- .
. P .-)\ -_,‘ '.i.', ....,2- el el

04, sub ject his data to rigoreus veri.{ication pxocedixre P

FR2IY

05. offar: his hypothesia for test oo B -

e o SR RS

' 06. make a determined e:fort not to allow his own biaaes,

L

nrejudlcies and 1deolog; to aifect his study ox rescarch g

in sny my

- 07, make utzmost ate'npt Su deh.e con»epts pracisel‘[ B B o R -
- 08. and la euv make his methodo}.ogy publico _ - i
0 3
_ - = N RN %z N
_ ._ 4
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,..M %:o« “hyt -t defining process through which-the-héior cirhes 1o forge hi

owomnm HERBERT MEAD; o
w >m. graphlical Sketeh

_nma. muslache Sa a <§$xo beard. He
gmao_%ﬂ_ou_a. ‘had -a. benign, .ralhor
shy 'smile 3393 with 8 Iwinkle In his
ayes as 1 he! wero onjoying 8 socrel Joke
ne was playing on the audience
As hs _on_caalw_iaﬁ without
:osulva_ﬁug zea would maniputate
‘the: plecs:of ¢chalk and waich I Intonily, .,
\ WHan hg made ‘apeniculary-sublle point
“In hig lectire- he would glance up and
throw a shy, almost npologetig smita"over
ouvr.heads—naver looking difecily 8t any.
.o o:o. Hig. leclure (idwod ‘and we s00n
learhed that queslions or commonis from
the class' wére nol woicoms, Indeed.
"when $6maqna was bold enough 1o raise
8 quastion there was.a murmyr of disap-
.praval lrom the-students; They objected 1o
any Intocruption of the goldan flow, : , .

Most of thé Iportant theorlsls discussed
‘ihrdughoul this book: schieved their grestos! j
recognilon [nthals lfglimes for Ineir pub: . iy expacialions of swaonis wore

. llshad work, Georgs Horbert Mead, howaver, . magast, He naver gave exams, The main

- was al foaal as imponant; ! feval during his task for 8ach of US sludonts was 10 write

- Tellme, for his tloaching a3 for his wriling, His ds foarniad 8 paper 03 one could: Thase:
words had a poweitul Impact on many peo- Prolesior Mead read with graal care, and
ple Wwho wero (o become important saciolo- what he thought of your pepor was your-
.qista.1n the twentieth century. As ona of his gtade In the course. Ona might suppose’

* stpdents sald, "Conversation was his bas! 1hat students wouldread-malerials for the
fhodlum; writing was a poor sacond™ (T, V. - paper ralher than attend his tectures bul
Srith, 1931:069), Let vs heve another of his thal wes. nol tiio cass, Studonts ahvays
. tudenta, himsell a well-known soclologisi— came, They could't gat enough of Mead.

Jnard Cotlrall—dascribe whal Mosd was (Cotrol, 1980:49~50)

s.aleacher, !

Iopa h&d onofmous dilficully., z.____._o_
Por me, the Tourse with Professor Meed  and this roubled him s grenl deal. = 1 am

was a unique and unforgatisbie.oxperis <e-=,< deprespad by my [nabdillly 1o wrlte
once. .

, Professor Mead wes » larga, what | wanf (o' *.(cltad In O, Cook, 1993:xiii),
smiable-looking meri who waro s magnils Ioi.é: -over the yoars mnny ol Mead's

.:\u..a bt Mg 12

\:?Z\c _3 ﬁ.«rrt(ps\é?ogﬁ Vead A
?S?S m,vﬁbi\gg.mfxmﬂmz SYMBOLIG INTERAG oza; 339

52« camo 10 g ucu_a:on. ouvan_m y I

poworlul _>._ca:8 ‘on ihe davelopment ol
conlemporary mon_q_oe.. augo_m_q 233__0
inloractionism. .

. Bomin South Hadley, Magsachusgstis, on
Fobruary 27, 1863..Mead wag trained malnly .
in philosophy and.lis wuv__oezo: lo soclal

. psycholagy. He ‘received a bactialor's;de-
- gree lrem Obarlin Oo__uo» {where his father
w3 A p:ologsot) -in' 1883, and afler a lew
yoars-as.a Soo:amQ.uo:oo_ teacher, sure
veyor lo:.railroad companies, and privale tus

" 101, Moa2 began greduale study at Harvard

"in 1087, Alter a few years of sludy al Hat-
- vorg, as well as af'the universitles of Lelpzig
ang Bonih, Mead ‘was ofierad an insiructer-

- $hip 8§ ire Universily of Michigan i 1881, it
i3 Inlgresting lo nole that Mead never re»
<oa any m;azu_. degreas, In 1894, atthe
invitation of John.Daway, he moved 10 the

" University of Chicago and remained __.53 for

1ho 103! of hig tlte,

As Maad 333 ciear In the a__oz—:o ox.
corpl lrom a _ﬂ_a_‘ he was heavlly Inlluenced
by Dewey: * "Mt Dewsy is a man of not only
groat 26.35 and prolound thought-bul the .
most. %oso_m._ﬁ thinker { aver mel, | have
gained more lrom him than (rom any ‘one

_man Eever may *(clied in G, Cook, 1993:32).

This was espocially true of Moad's early work
al.Chicago, afid he even foliowed Dewey Into -
oducatidnal jheoly (Dowey leh Chlddgo in
~ 1904), However, Maad's thinking qulekly dl-
:Boa \romi 09.,‘2 $ ang: _3 23 In. the ]

rection of his famous social um«ouo_oo_ng.

53%3— a_“a.mo__.unamoo_mzzw gom:
leaching. a course on soclat psychofogy In
*1900. In 1916=1917 It was transformed Into
an @dvanced course (the stenographie stu-
dentnoles from the 1828 course becamg the
basls of Mind, Seil and Socigty) that followed
a. course In glementary moo_w_ psychology
thal was _ncoz_ atier 1919 by Ellsworth Farls
“of the ‘soclology department, It was through
" 1his oocao thal Mead had such a powarfu!
inftvence on sludents In mogo_oov. (as soz as
‘psychology and education), -

In additlon 1o his scholarly pursuits, z_moq

became Involved in soclatl reform,. He be- -

tlebed thet sclance could be used lo degl

_: soclal problams, For exampla, he wes
heavlly Involved asa fund ralger end policy
maker a1 the University of Chicago Sattld.
menl House, which had been insplred by
Jane Addams's Mull Houss, Perhaps most
Importantly, he played a key role in soclaf re.
search conducted by the selllsmant house,

-, Although sligible for retlrement in 1928,

fis continued (o teach at ihe Invilatlon of the
wniyerslty.ang In the summer of 1930 be.

-came chalr ol the philosophy” depaniment, -

Unfortunalely, he becams embdrolied In 8 bite
“ter conflict between the depanment and the
prasident of the university. This led In early
1931 1o a lour of resignation’(fom Mead
wrlllon liom his.hospial bod, He was re-
leased lrom the hospltal In fate Apr, bus dled
{rom heart failure _:e.—o_,oiso day. ©! him,
*John.Dewey. aald he was™ 1ha mépt original
mingd In pRliosophy In the Amarica.of the las!
0322_2;: (G, Ooox _wmu;wt.

Z.<on= other Jﬁﬁ af vm«n__o_oa_ni ?E_n:c Z: _:_czr._ ::::2. _..c.‘ En_:.c.r. __...

the .582 of *aitide * (Bivmer, Guu:coc.cb o _.7 _2. most af those wha e
the goncept :%r of un auitude as an “alrcudy argnized :.E_r_:.v. within the actor:
‘they:tend to think of ._253 us being, impelléd hy" attitudes,. Iy Blumer's view, this is
echanistle thinking; what is _Bvonpz Is Aot the attiiale dsan interaat

mer; Guu:coc cj ES:..._, also a_stna aS for c_._:rz:. those i_: nxc/ un cans

scious __.,a unconscious matives. He was pgniicularly irked by their view that actors are
.impelied‘dy Independent, mentalistic impulses’over which they aré supposed to have.no
contrvl, [Teudiui theory, which sees actars ns impelled by forces such us the id or libide, -
. al theory 1o which Blumer was opposed,
shart, Blimer-was opposed (o aivy psychological theory that ignores the process by
which crons ¢onstruct _sraa_:m.l.:.o fact (Rat dclors have selves and.relate 1o theme -

i, example of the kind- of psycholagic

In

selves, w_ca... ﬂgon._ n::n_s_; were similar to Mead's, but he oxaznoa them-be~
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AN

.U.. . *Mailpulstion  The third stage is annijinlatioi.-Onpce (he i
J(self dnd the abject has.

18 manifesied
been percejved, the next step is manipulnting the ebjeet or, more
\vith repard o it In addition to their mental advanlages, poople
" have wer animals. Pegple have hands (with opposable
u - thumbs) that ullow them to manlpulnte objects far'morg sublly than can lower aninials,

The manipulation phose constiwies, for Mead, .un Imporiant temporary pause in the

. -~ process’so that a response Is not manlfestod-Immédinigly, A hungry human,belng sees o
"= mushfom, but before eating 1t, he or she s likely to pick § -up first, examine ii.and per-
u, " hapslcheck in n guidebook 10 see whether that particulur variety i§ edible, The lower i

il in contrast, is likely to e the mushroom without handling and examining it (and
- certalnly without reading about it); The.pause afforded by hundling the objeetattows:h.
iians 10 contemplute vadous responses, In thinking about whisther to eat the mashroin,
hoih the past and the future are involved, People muy thifk abuul st experience

PR RS LS st v o,

2" wihlch they,ate sersnif musbrogn x that made shem 11, ind ey may think about fhé . -
- tre slckness, or sven denth, that might nccompany sating' po S0noyR pshronny,, The
LI 4.=E=€c_,»=m=.—m~_§.o MURNTOOM BECOMEs b E:unmﬂax:a:_:o:s inethod W_. whieh the ae-
.tor méntally tries out various-hypotheses ahout whut would hoppen il the -miushroom

w. T wergeonsumed,

U 0y “Consummation O the huxls of these deliberations. t ;

. nushrsom (or not), und This constitutes the list phase ofthe aet. consimmtation, or more
. i sihshige the aaoinal jithulse, Both humans and
.. lowér antmul FTRFEEEE MR o, 1K Tgsk [ikely (0 ent o bad
“mushroom because of hix or her ubliity to manipulate the mushroom wnd'to think (and
"L rend) about the Iniplications of eilng it, The lower'animal musi rely on o trinl-and<error
dg. . method, und this ix d less-cfficient technique thun the &npacity of humns to think
-U through thelr actions,* Trial-nnd-crror in thix situntion 1% qulte dangerous: ax u result, i
e Anaaa.:xc_w that lowzr animals wee more prone to &o...._.o:_d.nc?,..ci:n niaozscn 1oush-

' roonii thun ure humuiix, : . S C
+* - While, for casa of discuxslaii, the four stages-of the det-have heen xeparated from ane
" . unother In z.opcg:s order, the fact Is that Meud scos a diulectlcul relationship among
L “Ahe-{Qur stuges, John Buldwin expresxes thik idea In.the following way: PANROUERThe
5 . four:punx of the tict sometimes uppedr 1o be linked In Hnoar rder, ticy herunlly ifters
& . Penetrote to fonm ane organde process: Pacets of each part are hresent at alf thimes:from
W * thetbeglnning af the het ta the end, such that each pant affots the ather™ (1986: S-36),
L - Thux,the iter stages of the netmy lead 1o __.o..n.an_,ma.snc ol earlier stages, _.uc.. ¢xam-
w . Ple, munipulating foml may lead the'individual (o theimpilse of hunger and the per-
w_ " ceplion that the inclividual is bungry and that foed is availahle-to satisty the need,

‘Gegtures . .

Whilg thefct.involves only one nerson, thgiseicial aet involves-lwo ar more-persons,

" ThEReRTLIe 1% 1n Mead's view the basic mechanism In 1N¢ SOOTHN-ACE ARG M TIE SOCTIT.
: st .

R TN P I

A
CHAPTERTEN:  SYMBOLIC INTERAOTIONISM 343 ..

. As he defines them,

Ll Etapable of mo.,..s_,o., in the sensc that the action of one individuya)

5N gl

P la

s S2 A reiAs Se e s S o

- mindlessly and D.Eosp:mn:w eliells A reaction by apother individual, The followlng is
Mead's famous exnmple 6f a dog Nght in terms of gestufes: .

The a¢i of each dog beeames the simulus 1o (e vthor dog for his response. ,, , The very fact
the Jog is feady to attack another beeomies 3 siimulus 1o the ather dag ta change his own
pasitio own aititude. He has na-xooner done this than the chinge of attitude 1n the $ecs
oid Jog in trm causes the first dog to change hls attitude, - ‘ -
R : (Meud, 1934/1962:4243
Meud dabels what is taking place in“this siuation o “canversation of gestures ".One
dog's ‘gesture autoinatically elicits o gesture-from the secand: there are no thought
ixes tking pluce on the part of the dogs, - s '
Humans somietimes engage In mindless conversations of gestures, Mead gives as ex-

smples wizny of the aetivny and reaclions that take place in boxing and fencing mutches,

when ong combatant idjusts “instinelively™ o the actions of the-second

such unconsceioas netions
abilify-10 employ “slgpitic]

r, 0

~voval gesture 4 partidutarly important in the development of significant aes.
ures; However, not all vocul geslures ard STgnITIcaiv, The bark of Ono 0g 10 another is

WL durese h

nol significanti even some human Veeal giktures (for example, a mindloxs grunt) may
not bé wignificuint, Hawever, It Ix the deveidpment of voeal gestures, ospeclally in the -
form of lapgunge, which is-the most important factor in making possibic.ihe dlstinetive
“development of human life: “The specialization of the human antmnl wilthin this ficld of
the gesture hus baen responsible, ultimately, for ihe origin and growth of present humun P
“socigty and kiowledge, With all the control gver-naturs and over the human environs
ment.which science makes possible” (Mend, 1934/1962:14),  *° ..,
Thix development ix related to a distinetive churacteristle of the vocal gesture, When:
-we make 3 physical gesture, such us o faclal grimace: - we cunnot see what we arg doing
(unlexs we hiippen to ho looking in the mirror). In conirust, whers we ulter a vocil gese
tura, we hear ourselves JUst as others do, One result is thut the voca} gesture can affect
___o...wmmcr..,l: Much the same way thut it aflects the listeners, Andther Is thut we are far
beuter uble 1o swp ourselves in vocul gestires thun we ure nble 10 stop ounselves in phys.
. fcal gestures, l.other words, we have far better control aver voen! gestures than physl-
.+ ¢al ones; This dibitity o gonteof onesell and ane's reactions s eritical, as we will see, 10
netive capahitites of hymans, §ore ponerally, it has hasnihe. voe
reen)i proyided the medivm ol soclal vreanizotio

estures

ake..

westure, one which éhly hunians cah m

wen they sirouse.in the individial Wwho T8
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MODERN SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY: THE MAJOR SCHOOLS'
: . [ . ©
« the roles of others thal.we have been

196 soclglreiatigitihipsiTo Mend, it is inpos-

hat be thought for a-while was a deseried w_a_a.._?x._. ..1\. Gnversation of gestures
& . not taking themselves as obects. Jbnele

he ability 10 tuke hiinself as an object, Onec a sell is wince In"such 2 conversation the people are 1
Sosdlvi -ofuheselfibroupinivseistagesdniehiidhoo ; . .

=T the absence of social cxperiences, [fowever, 0nce o sell % X _
o 10 exist without sociol contuct, 1hus, P T AN - B ]

7o hie wat Tncivilizadon, and he continued to have xw\ - %%.._.. SELR »g% s ARICTQELe rapesieofibesalfte seos the

55 the background for the seif, but it ocs ot invalve a self,

g t when he was fiving alonc on w
Pother vords, he continued 1o have |

UPSCPDF.com

A\ developed, people usunlly. but not always, manliest It; For eXuniplés the sell is not i o.pencsis:afihesss ....

-« Dvolved In habltuni betions or in immediate physiological experiences of pleasure or pain, o o firststrgesahehgsiagal isdorn vAhis:stiie Aaen.

. ¥, The se)f i dinlecticully related lo the mind. That ks, on-the ane hand, Mead argues L Iy Ay T T T SRR AL salves, While lower animals ulso play,

\fat the body s not a self an rcomen b seil. only when & hind has.devéloped. O e o x uan a_su_m, y g T (Aboulnlia, {9R6:9), Mend gives the

. : other hand, the wlf, along with'its rellexiveness, is cssentin o 1he development of the | m_ :.g_:..an af o child playing ¢ Americant “indiun™ “This meany that the child hus o r.&...
i | In itsell the responses they would calt aut i othees, nnd X

hocnuse the sell TS » mentdl . nih et of uimyli which call out .
dlsu- . which pnswer fo on Indian” (Mend, 19341962
\enrio-hecomeshotsubiccrsuognblecsnig iy
Howgarbishaini wifhoonusathehild . solewo AT A0
IeolheriChildren miy plny Arheigg “momm ddy"™ und in the provess e
velop the athlity (o evaluate __za.,.o_,.mw; their purants, and other spee [ic individuals,
~do, However, they lack 8 more generul und organized kense of themselves.. :
- | fiaTloe, thot W
. ihaol

npossible Lo separale mind and self,
we may { % of Tt us o mental proces

= sell, as we have seen I regard 10 all other menial

1 phenomena, Mead resists the Idea of lodging It in conscidusness and insteagh embee
U woctu) experience and soclal processes. In this way, Mend secks to give hehitvic
¢ sense of the self: “But It Is where one does respond Lo that.whieh he aduresses o ane
ther and where that responte of his own becomes i purl ol hix conduct, where h¢ not

hears himsalf but reyponds i pimxell TATRw ¥RO-ToRTIEN 0. hliuel u truly as the,
e have belizlor ih-WITER & indlviduuls become oh-+ -

1150}, Anasreruitohunetisntiyethophilte
s 3 ) 9y (% § Hd-arseM,

mind; Of course. it is it
rocess, However, even thou
erolprocess, in Nis discussion of th

"WWW

eI, AR

-3 Spfer pervon replies to him, that we hay
31 to themselves™ (1934/1962:1 30 Halles udded), The self, then, is slinply unother nse N
okt of the averall socinl process of which the individinl o pante - o : O, Furthernmare. (hese diTTerent Toles I
“The generul mechanlxm for the development of the keIl Is rellexivity, nrihe bty w T e e, TR TTuRAing (o game Tage. Mead gives his (0
) Te-culs it, "buld nine™) gaime: g k

places und 10 act oy they neteAs i résull, peas 15 vaffloras

s-would examine them, Ax Mead si - . : e S S .

! ' ; . . ) v ¢ R R ., Rutinu game where d aumber of individuals wre Tnyoived, then the' chitd tiklng one role st

-7 fi s by nwans ofreNexivenuss—the wrning-buck of thy experignce of the individual ipun © e ready o lake the rold of everyone clxe, I he gets In & bull nine.he must have thie cespanxes
] of euch position inyolved in his own pesitig, e must know what éveryone else Is gaing to

rovosx I thux brought Into the sxpreriencs of the Individuals . . N 0 .
e * go b ordés o eurry Ut his own play. He hak o tuke all of these roles, They dii it all hive
tant at some maments he hisi to huve three or.four

Sut ourvelves unconseivusly Inta others’
ple.are able to-exanvine,themselves as other,

ownload-al form-

‘D

* © hmselfthat the whole sucial proce .
_Involyed In li; jt i hy such meuns. which enoble the individual t take thé auflude of the othee 1. > ' ) )
2 wowurd himself, thw the individuul i able consclounly 1 ndjust himsell e thut procesx. i 1w C _ be present in Sa%c%vs al the sumé time. e maments ¥ . Y .
> midify the resultum process iy anyglven xocluf'net In 1ok af Hilx adjusiment w it. ‘ - individuals present in his own ailiude. such ax the one W o I goingto thriw the bifl, the one
e, B ; ’ R i C(hiemd, 1934719021 M) ’ . . ‘wha Is guing 1o ¢aich i1, und 50 on, Thess respanses myst ba, In xunie degree, present in hix
7 3 4 e N : E <o S owni'makc-up, In thé'gdme. then, \hers is 8 st of responses of sueh athurs s0 urgunized thul the *
- The self ulso nllows peaple:t iuke part in their conversationy with others, That is, oac ’ T auitude of nne calls ..L_ the appraprisia uttitides of the other, : v
' : : o . : (Mend, 1924719625151y

th manitor what is being said and .
1 .

rying und us u.result is ahie

“Is uware of what one is
re. children dre hol oras [Vats

A
Agdetenimine what is going W be s id next, . .
m\ . mprder (o hiye selves, individuals must be able i get “oulside s.....:.,.n_ui.. o that o ot in Mead's view they |
i - e can evaluate themselves, so that ihey can become ahjects 1o themsélvgs. To do . ..Ehkprm. B+ STy STRanTZion g 3 SR Ry
m this; peopts husfenlly put themsolves in the samie experientinl [1eld as they put every: N Jren be r.._o Zno_sm “lo 1o fanction 1n.0 ean7e0 Sroups o, st Importin
o one clse, Everyone is an important part of ¢ experiential situaion, and peaple must R B D e e xpecific wrou
3 take themselvesinta account if they are lo'be abls to acteationally In a given simation, : teeming whit they Wi °0 withif w speciic group. :
§ Having done this, they seek to fp;,v.c themselves impersonally, ahjectively, a W ) . : %_wﬂ.f_smﬁx&,.iﬁﬁgﬁ wit
. . A : . . _ d.ﬁmnﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁu\.gmg ¢ ATERR ) .5 ~”i.l”|.rl.”..||.'

o et gt

- i without emotion.

asebull gume. the tlitude of the entire team, The'
. - o
